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Bandera Family and Community

Alhance to serve

Christmas dinner in Chenango County

By Sarah Genter
Sun Staff Writer
news@evesun.com

CHENANGO COUNTY
— The Bandera Family
and Community Alliance
will be returning to the
Norwich area this year
to provide free meals on
Christmas day.

While they've served
the meals for the past five
yearsin Norwich, this year
the effort has expanded
to include locations in
Oxford and Sidney.

“We want to reach
as many people as we
can,” said Bandera
Family Representative
Bill Bandera. “We sup-
ply everything to Oxford
from Norwich and then
they’re open just on that
Christmas day and they
get the whole shebang.”

“We have the ability
to do that and expand so
that people in the Oxford
area that might want to
get together — and fellow-
ship, which is really our
main reason to do this —
have a hot meal. They can
join instead of having to
drive, if they can’t drive
that far. It just makes it
available for them instead
of having it be delivered.
That’s why we do it.”

Volunteers with the Bandera Family and Community Alliance preparing food for free
meals in a past year. This year dine-in, take out, and deliveries will be available in
Norwich, Oxford, and Sidney from noon to 2 p.m. on Christmas day. (Submitted photo)

Meals will be avail-
able for dine-in, take out
from noon to 2 p.m. at
the Norwich American
Legion, the Oxford
American Legion, and
the Sidney American
Legion. No pre-ordering
is required; individuals
can simply show up and
enjoy a hot meal.

Deliveries will also be
available for all three
locations from noon to
2 p.m. To order a deliv-
ery, call the United Way
Hotline at 211 by 5 p.m.
on December 21.

This year’s menu

includes turkey, ham,
stuffing, yams, mashed
potatoes, corn, gravy,
cookies and desserts,
cranberry sauce, apple
sauce, coffee, and tea.
Last year the organiza-
tion provided around 900
meals in Norwich, and
this year they anticipate
serving approximate-
ly 1,500 meals between
the three locations. Any
leftovers are given to a
food pantry in Oxford and
the Norwich, Oxford, and
Sidney American Legions.
Bandera said the ability
to provide so many free

meals is made possible by
volunteers that help out
each year, as well as indi-
viduals, organizations,
and businesses who pro-
vide in-kind or monetary
donations.

In past years, he said
donations have been pro-
vided by the R.C. Smith
Foundation and the Mead
Foundation. Walmart,
Price Chopper, and Weiss
have donated gift cards
and food items. They have
even helped provide some
of the turkeys each year;
Bandera said they’ll be
roasting 42 to cover all

three locations.

Chobani is donating
1,500 servings of yogurt,
Byrne Dairy has donat-
ed milk, and Gilligan’s
Island of Sherburne has
supported the Bandera
Family and Community
Alliance each year with
donations of ice cream.

Additionally,

Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, St.
Bartholomew’s Parish

Hall, and the Norwich
American Legion donate
the use of their kitchens
each year.

“They’re very help-
ful and they've been
with us all six years,”
Bandera said. “We have
just enough numbers that
having an extra kitchen or
two is very helpful, espe-
cially on Christmas morn-
ing.”

The hundreds of free
meals could also not be
possible without the help
of volunteers who donate
their time for five days to
prep, cook, and serve the
food.

Bandera said the efforts
in Norwich are coordinat-
ed by volunteers Hope
Woodcock-Ross and Pam
Bandera, formerly Pam
Mealey, who have been
with the organization
since the free meals began

in Norwich six years ago.

“The communities are
amazing. The people
step up every year, and
it just can’t be done if
the communities don’t
help out. We get some
really good volunteers,”
said Bandera. “Every year
it comes together in an
amazing way. It’s a great
story every year because
from the outside it may
look like it’s being dupli-
cated every year, which
in one form it is; we’re
duplicating the meal. But
the way in which it comes
about and is funded and
the positions are filled is
always a different story
every year.”

Individuals who would
like to donate or sign up to
volunteer can do so online
at BanderaChristmas.
com. Bandera said they
will be contacted and
given a schedule of avail-
able dates and times at
each location.

For more information
on the Bandera Family
and Community Alliance,
visit BanderaChristmas.
com or the Bandera
Family and Community
Alliance Facebook page.

Toys for Tots collects donations
for Chenango County’s children

CHENANGO COUNTY
— The Chenango County
chapter of Toys for
Totshas been collecting
donations of toys for local
families.

Unwrapped toys were
collected in donation
boxes at several busi-
nesses and organizations
throughout the county,
and at the annual Nina’s
Pizzeria and Colonia
Theater Toys for Tots
fundraiser.

The event was held
December 6 at the
Colonia Theater. Nina’s
Pizzeria provided a spa-
ghetti dinner and an eve-
ning screening of Tim
Burton’s “The Nightmare

Continued on Page 3 —

Leatherstocking Corvette Club Officer at Large Dick
Fleming, Chenango County Toys for Tots Coordinator

Terry Potter,

and Leatherstocking Corvette Club

Secretary Sharon Fleming. For the past 20 years, mem-
bers of the Leatherstocking Corvette Club have col-
lected and donated a box full of toys to Toys for Tots.

(Submitted photo)

Santa’s Igloo hours

NORWICH — Santa’s Igloo in downtown Norwich is open for the season from
December 2 through 23. Santa will be in town and available for pictures from 5 to
8 p.m. on Thursdays and Fridays, and 1 to 4 p.m. on Saturdays.
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10% Off

ALL TOYS!

Expires 12/31/23

White’s Farm Supply, Inc.

Canastota Franklin Lowville Waterville

4154 Route 31 387 Center St. 8207 Route 26 962 Route 12
315-697-2214 607-829-2600 315-376-0300 315-841-4181

www.WhitesFarmSupply.com
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A small town with a big heart

One of the highlights of working for
the The Evening Sun is the opportuni-
ty to help and learn about the organi-
zations in Chenango County.

During the holiday season we espe-
cially hope to bring attention to the
work these community groups are
doing and get them the recognition
they deserve. Small towns share a
warm atmosphere and we want to
promote an involved and friendly
community.

The daily newspaper does its best
to take part in the true meaning of
the holidays. Each year our writers
take part in a variety of volunteer
work and cover local holiday events.
It helps remind us that the true spirit
of this season is about compassion for
others.

Since we live in a small town, dona-

tions of good will, volunteering, or
any charity work, will likely have a
direct positive effect on someone you
know.

This is our fourth annual Hometown
Holidays edition and we hope the
section reminds our readers of the
friendly community in Chenango
County, and how our close connec-
tions are one of our best strengths.

Thank you to all of those involved
with these organizations and for help-
ing our community when we needed
it most.

Many give so freely with their time,
it is an example we all should follow
during the holidays and all through-
out the year.

Wishing you a safe and healthy hol-
iday season, and a Happy New Year.

— The Evening Sun staff

Toys for Tots collects donations for Chenango County’s children -

Continued from Page 1 —

Before Christmas.”

Also during the fund-
raiser, local residents
Mindy and Tracy Chawgo
once held a “Stuff the Bus”
in front of the Colonia,
where each year they try
to fill their repurposed
school bus with donated

toys.
Chenango County Toys
for Tots Coordinator

Terry Potter said toys can
be donated at collection
boxes until December 15,
when they will be picked
up to be sorted and dis-
tributed. This year’s toy
distribution will run from
December 15 to 23 at St.
Bart’s Parish Hall.

“Any of the toys col-
lected here stay here in
Chenango County,” Potter
said.

He said while the com-
munity has always been
good at identifying what’s
needed, some items Toys
for Tots is always looking
for are toys and supplies
for infants and toddlers,
which always go quickly
at the annual distribution.

“They’re pretty in tune
with what our needs are.
We're usually able to get
a wide variety of toys that
are able to help the fam-
ilies,” said Potter. “But
I'd say the newborns and
toddlers are pretty much
in demand.”

“We ask people if they
don’t get through the first
time, please be patient.
Everyone involved, we’re
all volunteers and we try
to do the best that we
can,” said Potter. “We
have volunteers who are
answering the phone
throughout the day, and
will schedule days and
times for the families to
come in and to pick up.”

Potter said each year
they are usually able to
help more than 1,200
children thanks to the
generosity of the commu-
nity and dedication of vol-
unteers.

“There’s no way we
could do it without the
volunteers and the com-
munity support, the
business support, and
the donations that we
receive,” he said. “It’s a

collective effort for sure.”

In addition to the
efforts of the annual
fundraiser, several other
local businesses and orga-
nizations are supporting
Toys for Tots.

The Leatherstocking
Corvette Club haddonated
a box of toys to the orga-
nization for the 20th year
in a row. Club Secretary
Sharon Fleming said two
members originally got
the group to start donat-
ing to Toys for Tots.

“We had two members
that were state troop-
ers, and at that time
that was what the state
troopers did, the marines
and everything,” she
explained. “So they got us
connected and of course
they left, they moved away
from the area, and we just
continued it. Everybody
enjoys giving to it.”

The Leatherstocking
Corvette Club also donates
to food pantries every year,
choosing three in municipal-
ities where their members
live. This year they donat-
ed $300 to food pantries
in Oneonta, Edmeston, and
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New Berlin. The City of Norwich To support the Chenango

“Toys for Tots appreci- Police Department also County Toys for Tots, make
ates the generosity of orga- contributed by helping 4 Jonation at one of the
nizations like the Corvette transport donations that . 1. tion boxes around the

Club that continue to donate
toys to the children right
here in Chenango County
whose families need a lit-
tle extra support during the
Christmas season,” said
Potter.

came in on the Toys for
Tots train in Bainbridge
earlier this month, and the
Chenango County Highway
Department gathered dona-
tions at their annual toy
drive.

county, or visit Norwich-
NY.ToysforTots.org  to
donate online.

More
Toys for Tots can be found

information on

at ToysforTots.org.

OF CHENANGO COUNTY
Caring for Chenango County Families Since 1991

b
HOPE

RAFFLE
Prizes apre:

$1500 Cash
$1000 Cash
Quilt from Sew Sewcial

“I hope | can be the autumn leaf, who looked at the sky and lived.
And when it was time to leave, gracefully it knew life was a gift.” -Dodinsky

607-334-3556
33-39 Court St., Norwich, NY 13815
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Village Voices concert will be livestreamed after running out of seating room at St.

Andrew’s. (Submitted photo)

New Berlin hosting Sound
of Christmas music concert

By Kelli Miller
Sun Staff Writer

kmiller@evesun.com

New Berlin - The New
Berlin Cultural Center
recently posted free tick-
ets for an upcoming
Christmas Concert, The
Sound of Christmas by the
group: The Village Voices.
Seats for the concert at
St. Andrews Episcopal
Church filled quickly, so
organizers are offering to
broadcast the show virtu-
ally.

Village of New Berlin
Mayor Peter Lennon said
the event was very popular

and would take place on
Sunday, December 17.

Lennon said, “The free
concert is completely
booked, however, arrange-
ments are being made to
enable patrons to enjoy the
concert via Live-stream.”

He thanked everyone
for their support and said
the center recently pro-
cured equipment that will
enable a truly special vir-
tual show.

“A link for access will
be posted on my Facebook
page as soon as I receive it,
“ he said.

The “Village Voices”
include Meredith Baio,

Don Brown, Tony Canuel,
Sheri Christian, Danielle
Crozier, Jeff Keller, Isabel
Mendoza, and Micaelina
Velardi.

According to their
website the New Berlin
Cultural Center was cre-
ated with the objective of
embracing the community
by sharing and teaching
arts and crafts and through
the use of classes, events,
festivals and workshops.

For further Village of
New Berlin Christmas
Concert information, go
to Peter Lennon Facebook
page or email cultural.
sta@gmail.com

Chen-Del-0

Federal Credit Union

www.chendelo.org

Come see us for a

' Holiday Loan
Special!

Let Chen-Del-O FCU be your
source for extra cash to
Jingle all the way to your
favorite stores!

7.00"
APR

FOR 12 MONTHS!
Borrow up to $10,000
unsecured

(minus any outstanding balance)
November 1, 2023- December 31, 2023.
Some restrictions apply. New money only.

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

114 Main St., PO Box 102, Franklin, NY 13775
607-829-3560 * Fax 607-829-3561

Enjoy the winter season at
Rogers Center

By Sarah Genter
Sun Staff Writer
news@evesun.com

SHERBURNE —
Chenango County resi-
dents can enjoy the sea-
son of winter at Friends
of Rogers Environmental
Education Center this
December with crafts,
hikes, and games.

Friends of Rogers Youth
Programs Coordinator
Jenni Larchar also leads
the weekly Storytime
and Hike for kids each
Wednesday.  Children
and their families enjoy
reading books, singing,
and exploring nature at
Rogers Center.

The program is held
rain or shine, unless con-
ditions are unsafe, every
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
In December, Storytime
and Hike will be held on
December 6, 13, and 20.

Do you know your bird
trivia? How about bota-
ny? The names of famous
naturalists?Stretch your
mind and celebrate your
inner nature nerd at

Rogers Centers Solstice
Nature Trivia Night
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., on
Thursday, December 21.

On December 21, local
naturalists and outdoor
enthusiasts can celebrate
the Winter Solstice at
Rogers Center’s fourth
trivia night of the year.
Rathbone said they hold
trivia nights on the two
solstices and two equi-
noxes each year.

Usually trivia nights
are held outdoors at the
fire pit, but Rathbone said
it will be too cold and
too dark in December, so
they will be holding trivia
indoors at 7 p.m.

Individuals can partic-
ipate alone or as part of
a team. The game con-
sists of six rounds with
five questions each, and a
final wagering round. The
team or individual that
ends the game with the
most points wins.

“These are nature triv-
ia questions. So some are
history, some are about
people who are famous
in the field, and some

are things like, ‘how
many legs does a milli-
pede have?”” Rathbone
explained.

Winners will receive
a small prize. Rathbone
said there will also be
seasonally-appropriate
snacks available for par-
ticipants.

Call (607) 674-4733 or
email ellen@friendsof-
rogers.org for informa-
tion about the event or to
register.

There are many ways
to learn about and
explore nature year-
round at Rogers Center.
Visit their new website
at FriendsofRogers.org
or the Friends of Rogers
Environmental Education
Center, Inc. Facebook
page for more informa-
tion.

The mission of the
Friends of Rogers is to
provide outstanding edu-
cational opportunities
that excite, inspire, and
motivate people of all
ages to enjoy, understand,
appreciate, and protect
our natural environment.

A recent Monday Morning Ramble hike took participants to the Great Swamp
Conservancy in Canastota. In December, Monday Morning Rambles led by Friends of
Rogers Environmental Educator Ellen Rathbone will be held at 10 a.m. on December
4, 11, and 18. (Photo from the Friends of Rogers Facebook page)

SHERBURNE SPORTS

We carry Winter Gloves, Hats, Pants,
Bibs, Face Masks & Helmets

Brand Numes such us: * CastleX * HIC x GMAX
* Fulmer x Z1R » AFX & so much more!

We have d full line of motorcycle wear (street & dirt):
o Leather Jackets & Gloves, etc. ¢ Belts
¢ Oil Plugs « Carbides o Tracks

We carry a large selection of OEM parts for
Snowmobiles, ATVs & Motorcycles.

We have
Gift
Certificates!

 MOOSE
E-BIKES HAVE
ARRIVED!

*799

Strider Bikes Make the
Perfect Christmas Gift!

Burt Matott, Jr. - Phone/Fax: 607-674-9281

84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460
M-F 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Sun. 9-1 (December-March)
Email: sherburnesports @frontiernet.net - www.sherburnesports.com

Moose
(Mmade in America)
Plows
Available

Cudill for pricing.
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Clippinger Law Offices

Clippinger Law Offices
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Smyrna, NY Norwich, NY
607-627-6811 607-336-4657
e-mail: scott@cliplaw.com

e-mail: scott@cliplaw.com
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Spirit of Christmas comes to New Berlin December 16

By Sarah Genter
Sun Staff Writer
news@evesun.com

NEW BERLIN — The
Spirit of Christmas food
and toy drive will be
coming to the Chobani
Community Center, locat-
ed at 82 South Main
Street in New Berlin, on
Saturday, December 16.

The Spirit of Christmas
is an annual event that
benefits families in the
Unadilla Valley dis-
trict, which encompass-
es New Berlin, Pittsfield,
Columbus, and South
Edmeston.

“This is a collaboration
between the churches and
community volunteers,
and we’ve been doing this
for several years now,”
said Spirit of Christmas
Coordinator Terry Potter.
“It’s a good service to the
community.”

Applicationstoreceivea
Spirit of Christmas basket
can be found all over the
New Berlin area, includ-
ing Service Pharmacy,
Curtis Lumber, the
Village of New Berlin

Families in need in the Unadilla Valley district can apply to receive a basket of food and
toys at Spirit of Christmas on Saturday, December 16. (Sun file photo)

office, New Berlin and
South New Berlin librar-
ies, NBT Bank, Stewart’s
in New Berlin, New Berlin
First United Methodist
Church, St. Andrew’s in
New Berlin, St. Matthew’s
in South New Berlin, St.
Teresa’s, and Holmesville
Baptist Church in South
New Berlin, NY Pizzeria,
the New Berlin and
South New Berlin Dollar

Generals, Head Start in
New Berlin, Opportunities
for Chenango, Golden
Artist Colors, and the UV
Food Bank.

After applications are
completed, they can be
returned to any of the
locations listed above.
Potter said volunteers will
reach out to applicants to
schedule a time for pickup
on December 16, which

usually runs from 8 a.m.
to noon.

Applications are due
by Monday, December
11. Potter said the appli-
cation will include areas
where families can mark
whether they need food,
toys, or both, and if they
are requesting toys, they
can add their child’s age
and interests.

“Some families are only

going to need food and
then for some families
with the children they
do food and toys. So not
everybody gets food and
toys, there’s community
members that just require
assistance with the food,”
Potter explained. “On the
forms there’s an area that
they can request the food
basket, request toys, and
also there’s a place on the
form where they can put
their child’s age on there
and maybe some of their
interests and things like
that just to kind of give us
an idea.”

Potter said the success
of the Spirit of Christmas
is largely due to the com-
munity, which provides
donations and volunteers.
He said oftentimes busi-
nesses such as NBT Bank,
Golden Artist Colors,
Service Pharmacy, and
Preferred Mutual will
do internal food and toy
drives to help, and indi-
viduals often sign on to
volunteer, many of which
are students and seniors.

“We have volunteers
that will help put together
the boxes and help orga-

nize the things so that
on Saturday things run
smooth,” said Potter. “It’s
definitely a community
effort.”

Those who would like
to donate to the Spirit of
Christmas can drop off
donations at NBT Bank in
New Berlin. In addition to
collecting toys and food,
Potter said each year the
Spirit of Christmas focus-
es on a particular item
to add to the baskets;
this year they are collect-
ing socks of all sizes and
styles.

Thanks to the com-
munity effort of donors
and volunteers, he said
the Spirit of Christmas is
able to help around 60
families each year. Any
items that are left over
at the end of the event
are donated to other local
organizations.

“If there’s any items
that are left over we
donate them to the local
food banks or to Catholic
Charities,” said Potter.
“We will donate anything
that’s left to organizations
in the community to help
serve the families.”

Afton
Afton Inter-Church
Food Pantry - Afton

United Methodist Church,
Spring Street, Wednesday
5-7 p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. -
2 p.m.

Bainbridge
Bainbridge Food
Pantry - United

Methodist Church, 27
N. Main St., Bainbridge,
enter from parking lot at
back of church, Monday
and Thursday 8-10 a.m.,
serving families from
the BG school district or
areas with no food pan-
try, emergencies only
call 607-967-7383

Earlville

Earlville Food
Cupboard- First Baptist
Church, 9 W. Main St.,
Earlville, Open Tuesday
5-6 p.m.open to S-E
School District resi-
dents, 315-691-4321 or
315-691-4301

Greene

Greene Area Food
Pantry - Berean Bible
Church, 109 County
Rd. 2, Greene, door in
new wing, open to res-
idents of Greene that
meet income guidelines,
Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday 9:30-11:30
a.m., first and third
Saturdays of the month
form 11 a.m.-noon, 607-
656-9606

Guilford
Guilford Our Daily
Bread Food Pantry
- United Methodist
Church, 1277 Main St.,
Guilford, open to res-
idents of Gilford, East

Chenango County Food Pantries

Guilford, Rockdale and
Mt. Upton every 2 weeks
with driver’s license and
utility, Tuesday 9 a.m.-
noon, Thursday 1-3 p.m.,
must call ahead, 607-
226-2515

McDonough

Community Ecumen-
ical Pantry, 1147 County
Road 5, McDonough,
first Wednesday of the
month from 3-5 p.m.
and third Saturday of
every month from 9 to 11

a.m., 607-647-5659

Mt. Upton/ New
Berlin
United Methodist
Church - 1741 NY Rt. 8,
Mt. Upton, Saturday 11-1
p-m., 765-8536
Southtown Food
Pantry - 3294 South New
Berlin, Mon. 1-6 p.m.,
call for appointment or
during emergency, 859-
2240, 859-2418
St.Andrew Episcopal-
40 S. Main Street, New
Berlin, Monday 3-6 p.m.,

965-6419

Norwich

New Beginnings
Church, 15 Silver Street,
Norwich, by appoint-
ment, 607-336-3503

Emmanuel Episcopal
-37 Main St., Norwich,
once a month with proof
of address, call ahead,
336-3503

Catholic  Charities,
Roots and Wings - 105
Lelanis Way, Norwich,
once a month, open
to resident of the City
of Norwich with proof
address, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.,

607-336-7897

Oxford
United Church of
Oxford, 16 Fort Hill
Park, Oxford, Tuesday
8:30-11 a.m., must call
ahead, 607-843-5195

Sherburne
God’s Bread 2 - United
Methodist Church, 11
Chapel St., Sherburne,
Friday 10 a.m. - noon,
call ahead, 607-674-
9673 or 674-6243
Sherburne Community
Food Pantry - St.
Malachy, 31 E. State St.,
Sherburne, Tuesday
3:30-5:30 p.m., must
have proof of Sherburne
residency, 607-316-8303
or 607-674-9625

Smyrna

God’s Bread 1 - Smyrna
United Methodist
Church, 3 East Main
Street, Smyrna, every
other Tuesday from 8-11
a.m. and 3:30 to 5 p.m.,
607-627-6623 or 607-
627-6631.

Community Meals

Bainbridge Soup
Kitchen - Bainbridge
First United Methodist
Church, 27 N.Main
Street, Bainbridge,
Saturday 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
967-2782, 237-9299

Norwich Community
Soup Kitchen - St.
Bartholomew  Parish
Center, 81 E. Broad St.,
Norwich, Tuesday 5:30
p.m. from September-
May, 336-3513 or 334-
3305

Oxford Taste 'n
See Kitchen - St. Paul
Episcopal Parish Center,
32 Main St., Oxford,
Wednesday 5:30 p.m.

one sitting, closed June-
August, 843-7045 or
meal site at 607-226-
3201

Sherburne Community
Lunch - The Welcome
Center, 12 Knapp Street,
Sherburne, second

Saturday of the month

from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30

p.m., 674-9727

Wateh for oure Counidown
tp Chrlsimag Sale
Dezeemper 1502410
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Curds Are Perfect for The

Ouidoyors Person On Your Lisi!

-

e Rifles ® Shotguns
* Handguns ¢ Scopes
* Accessories

Bows by
* PSE e Elite  Bear ® Mathews
Fully Stocked Archery Pro Shop

Available
(Large Selection)

Largest Selection of Ammo
for long guns and handguns
in the area

Camo
Clothing

e Muck

BOOTS

Hunting / Work
e LaCrosse

GIFT

* BB Guns ¢ Pellet Guns
* Range Finders ¢ Canoes ¢ Bass Boats
e Kayaks e Sling Shots
¢ Binoculars ¢ Camping Gear
¢ Reloading Supplies ¢ Trapping Supplies

Plus a complete FISHING DEPARTMENT
stocked with ALL YOUR Fishing Needs!!

IDEAS %

PLUS MANY, MANY
MORE GIFT IDEAS

Live Bait - Licenses

Gift Certificates
Always Available

Rte. 12 South, Norwich 607-334-2001
Open 7 Days a Week!
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Chenango Bird Club plans Annual Christmas
Bird Count

CHENANGO COUNTY
— The Chenango Bird
Club will be met on
Wednesday at the Rogers
Environmental Education
Center in Sherburne to
finalize plans for the 2023
Sherburne  Christmas
Bird Count. It will be held
on Saturday, December
16.

Newcomers are wel-
come.

This is the 124th year of
the Audubon Christmas
Bird Count. You can learn
more about the Christmas
Bird Count here: www.
audubon.org/conserva-
tion/join-christmas-bird-
count.

The Chenango Bird
Club has participated
since the late 1970s. The
count area is a circle with
the center being the traffic
light in Sherburne and a
radius of 7.5 miles as the
crow (or blue jay or chick-
adee) flies. Each team of
birders takes a pie shaped
segment of that circle and
counts the bird species
and individuals that they
see or hear that day.

We ask that people who
live in the count area to
make sure their feeders
are filled if they are vis-
ible from the road, and
be aware that we may be
stopping in front of your
house and looking toward

your feeders with binoc-
ulars. If you are driving
the roads in the area on
December 16 please be
patient with us since we
may be driving slowly and
stopping frequently.

New participants are
welcome to join one of
the count teams. People
may also participate
if they live in the count
circle and feed the birds
by counting the birds at
their feeders. Attend our
meeting on December 13
to learn more, or contact
our circle compiler, Mike
DeWispelaere at dewisp-
mj@frontiernet.net.

Meetings are nor-
mally held the second
Wednesday of the months
of Aprilthrough December
at 6:30 p.m. at the Rogers
Environmental Education
Center in Sherburne
(2721 NY-80), inside the
Visitor’s Center. Meetings
start with a brief business
meeting and are followed
by a bird walk or various
presentations of interest
to both birders and gener-
al nature enthusiasts.

For more informa-
tion contact John Knapp
at 607-372-1242 or
jknapps6@yahoo.com.

-Information provided

by the Chenango Bird
Club
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The Best
Gifts Come in
Small Packages.

S

OCITIZEN.

A Family Tradition Since 1946.
25 South Broad Street, Norwich

Call For Holiday Hours

www.mcneiljewelers.com

WE BUY GOLD!

Like Us On
Facebook

Ei

We wish you all a

Uery dHappy
Holiday

-from the family at Chenango Vision Center

John Birdsall, Optician
Dr. Glenn Stein, Optometrist
Corner of East Main Street and East River Road, Norwich

607-336-2020

HOURS: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 9-5; Wed. 9-7
www.chenangovtswn.com

CCHt@F Inc.
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Let it Snow! Let It Show! Let it Show!

Words by Sammy Cahn
Music by Jule Styne
Verse
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you’ll real-ly hold me tight, allthe way home I’ll be warm 3. The snow!

OXFORD
MOTORS .. m

THIS SONG PAGE SPONSORED BY:

Z (607) 813-9482

At the light in Downtown Oxford
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NBT Bank employees who helped make the NBT Holiday Spectacular night so special.

(Submitted photo)

By Sophia Root
Commerce Chenango

NBT Bank holds Holiday Spectacular

ful in spreading holiday
cheer and gathering the

NORWICH - This week,
Commerce Chenango
would like recognize
the NBT Bank Holiday
Spectacular, hosted by
Commerce Chenango and
NBT Bank at their head-
quarters in Norwich on
December 5.

This event was success-

community in celebra-
tion. This was achieved
by networking, entertain-
ment, and most impor-
tantly, the facilitation
of donations to charity.
Attendees were encour-
aged to bring unopened
toys for Toys for Tots and
nonperishable food items
for Roots and Wings. A
raffle was held to engage

the attendees and prizes
were given out.

By the end of the night,
the donation baskets
were full, and so were the
hearts of the attendees.
The holiday spirit was in
the air, surrounded by
the sounds of local art-
ist Mark Sherwood. The
event was catered by the
Blue Star Café, who pro-
vided delicious food.

Remarks were made

SAVE

Great Gift

to enjoy .
Great Pizza and Jtalian

ROMA OXFORD

GIFT CARD SALE

Starting Friday, Dec. 15
through Sunday, Dec. 31

25%
OFF

Gift cards of

any amount

Great stocking stuffers for
everyone on your list. And grab
one for yourself while you're here!

25% Off Any Amount...

$10 Card - SAVE $2.50
$20 - SAVE $5.00
$25 - SAVE $6.25
$50 - SAVE $12.50
$75 - SAVE $18.75
$100 - SAVE $25.00

SAVE

EVEN
MORE on

LARGER
AMOUNTS;

607-843-6555
Corner S. Canal St., Oxford

Food!

Open 7 days a week

-

e e e GRS

Community members at the NBT Holiday Spectacular. The donation bins were full by
the end of the night. (Submitted photo)

by NBT Bank President
and CEO John Watt
about the power of com-
munity followed by
a speech from Multi-
Site Branch Manager
Jackie Brunschmid,
who also pulled the raf-
fle tickets. Commerce
Chenango President and
CEO Salvatore Testani
also spoke at the event.
Testani said: “It was so
wonderful to see so many

people from throughout
Chenango County come
out and celebrate our
community.” Testani was
amazed by the generos-
ity and attendance from
the community members
who attended.

This event was part of
Commerce Chenango’s
Business  After-Hours
series, events showcas-
ing Commerce Chenango
members to the commu-

nity and offering oppor-
tunities for connection.
Commerce Chenango
would like to thank every-
one who attended the
event and donated, NBT
Bank for hosting that
night, Mark Sherwood for
providing entertainment
and the Blue Star Café for
supplying the food for the
evening.

Priceless Peace of Mind.
Low Monthly Premiums.

Trusted Insurance
Solutions to
Safeguard Your
Family, Property

& Future

» Life Insurance * Business Insurance
« Homeowners * Renters * Automotive
» Motorcycle « Marine

Call today for a comprehensive
consultation and rate quote.
‘We have the knowledge,
experience and network to
ensure you receive the best
coverage for your needs at the
best possible price.

Ask about our affordable
umbrella policies!

607-639-1930

191 Main St. PO Box 23, Afton, NY
roxannalrinker@yahoo.com
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Norwich Parade of Lights

NORWICH - The 27th annual Parade of Lights kicked off the winter holiday season
on Saturday, Nov. 25, with thousands of spectators lining the streets of downtown
Norwich. Following the parade, families visited with Santa’s for photos, and received a
case of free yogurt, courtesy of Chobani. The Parade of Lights was made possible by
Chobani, who is funding the event, as well as support from the Norwich Family YMCA
and Rentals To Go. The parade currently had more than 70 entries, including local
families, businesses, organizations, nonprofits, churches, schools, clubs, public safety
organizations, and more. (Photos by Tyler Murphy)

2023 Parade of Lights results

GROUP AWARD: FLOATS:

First Place: Donna Frech School Of First Place: Buckleys Excavating &
Dance; Second Place: Galena Growlers Landscaping LLC; Second Place: Fab 5;
Composite Mountain Blke Team; Third Third Place: Norwich Pharmaceuticals -
Place: Norwich Marching Band Alvogen Company

NON-PROFIT AWARD: MOST CREATIVE:

First Place: City Church; Second PLace: NBT Bank

Calvary Baptist Church Awana Kids; Third

Place: Llberty Resources Help Restore MOST DECORATED VEHICLE:

Hope Center Unadilla Valley CSD Transportation Dept

BIG RIG AWARD FRUITCAKE AWARD:
First Place: Charles J. Husted Inc.; Gutter Experts
Second Place: Don Snow Trucking Inc.;
Third Place: GoldStar OVERALL:

Rentals To Go
FIRETRUCKS AWARD
First Place: Norwic FD Ladder #237;
Second Place: South New Berlin #313;
Third Place: Pharsalia #331

Make Your Holiday,

Sparkle “ -+ sfcu.

banking. easier.

Share Certificates ‘Pick Your Term

% 9-Months
= APY*

$100,000 MIN. BAL. 12-Months
%
5 5 APY* 15-Months
]
; $500 MIN. BAL. ‘.-—‘

—

_alty will be
equired. o

;.

N a-r udefearnlngs Qn aﬂw&-ﬂ
INSURED BY NCUA ‘ 3
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Gwas the The stockings The children
night before were hung by were nestled all
Christmas, the chimney snug in their
When all with care, beds,
through the In hopes that St.  While visions of
house, Nicholas soon sugarplums

Not a creature would be there.

was stirring, not
even a mouse.

danced in their

heads.

And Mamma in
her kerchief,

and [ in my cap,
Had just settled
down for a long
winter’s nap.

When out on
the lawn there
arose such a
clatter,

[ sprang from my
bed to see what
was the matter.

O The Nigt

Away to the
window [ flew
like a flash,
Tore open the
shutters and
threw up the
sash.

The moon on
the breast of the
new-fallen snow,
Gave a luster of
midday to
objects below,

When, what to
my wondering
eyes should
appear,

But a miniature
sleigh, and eight
tiny reindeer,
With a little old
driver, so lively
and quick,

[ knew in a
moment it must

be St. Nick.

More rapid than
eagles his
coursers they
came,

And he
whistled, and
shouted, and
called them by
name:,

V(7

“Now, Dasher!
Now, Dancer!
Now, Prancer
and Vixen!

On, Comet! On
Cupid! On,
Donder and
Blitzen!

To the top of the
porch! To the
top of the wall!
Now, dash away!
Dash away!
Dash away all!

As dry leaves
that before the
wild hurricane
fly,

When they meet
with an
obstacle, mount
to the sky,

So up to the
housetop the
coursers they
flew,

With the sleigh
full of toys, and
St. Nicholas,

too.

And then in a
twinkling, I
heard on the
roof

The prancing
and pawing of

each little hoof.

As I drew in my
head, and was
turning around,
Down the
chimney St.
Nicholas came
with a bound.

He was dressed
all in fur, from
his head to his
foot,

And his clothes
were all
tarnished with
ashes and soot.
A bundle of toys
he had flung on
his back,

As he looked
like a peddler
just opening his
pack.

His eyes how
they twinkled!
His dimples how
merry!

His cheeks were
like roses, his
nose like a
cherry.

His droll little
mouth was
drawn up like a
bow,

And the beard
on his chin was
as white as the
SNOW.

The stump of a
pipe he held
tight in his
teeth,

And the smoke,
it encircled his
head like a
wreath.

He had a broad
face and a little
round belly,
that shook,
when he
laughed, like a
bowl full of jelly.

He was chubby
and plump, a
right jolly old
elf,

And I laughed
when I saw him,
in spite of
myself.

A wink of his
eye and a twist
of his head,
Soon gave me to
know I had

nothing to

dread.
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-
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He spoke not a
word, but went
straight to his
work,

And filled all
the stockings,
then turned
with a jerk,
And laying his
finger aside of
his nose,

And giving a
nod, up the
chimney he
rose.

He sprang to
his sleigh, to his
team gave a
whistle,

And away they
all flew like the
down of a
thistle.

But I heard him
exclaim as he
drove out of
sight,

“Happy
Christmas to
all, and to all a
good night.”
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This Coloring/Story Page Sponsored By:

J Ja s
IivioJIN

This Coloring/Story Page Sponsored By:

38 S. BROAD STREET, NORWICH, NY

607-334-2431
HOURS: 9-8 Mon.-Fri; 9-6 Sat.; 9-1 Sun.

6 N. MAIN ST., SHERBURNE, NY

607-674-9691
HOURS: 9-8 Mon.-Fri; 9-6 Sat.; 9-1 Sun.

Be A Smart Shopper... Compare Prices ® Parking In The Rear Of The Store
Rainchecks Always Available e Senior Citizens Prescription Discount

12 MAIN ST., NEW BERLIN, NY

607-847-8100

HOURS: 9-8 Mon.-Fri; 9-6 Sat.; 9-1 Sun.

Like us on
Facebook
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Norwich Legion donates
candy and snacks to
troops for holidays

NORWICH - Members of Lt. Warren E. Eaton DSC
American Legion Post 189 and the American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 189 recently collected 65 pounds of
candy and snack items to be distributed to military
troops serving our country at bases around the
world. Hoping to brighten the holidays for those
troops away from family and friends, the items
were shipped to the non-profit organization Military
Connections. This volunteer organization sends Care
Packages of donated items to Soldiers, Marines,
Sailors, and Airmen stationed overseas. Over 2000
Care Packages are sent year round providing a great
morale booster for the troops. Legion member, Navy
Veteran Joe Sugar recalls the excitement gener-
ated when packages from home arrived. He said,
“The packages were always welcomed, shared and
traded. | was popular when a package from home
arrived!” (Information from the American Legion Post
189)

</

for the holidays.

Holiday Breakfast with Santa at the
Oxford American Legion

By Jeanie Petersen
Sun Correspondent
news@evesun.com

OXFORD - The din-
ing hall at the Fort Hill
American Legion has
been bedecked by the
Auxiliary Unit 376.

Please come in on a
Sunday morning and
enjoy a tasty, all-you-can-
eat breakfast in this fes-
tive décor; it will be extra
special as there will be
very important guest vis-
itors from the North Pole.

The Christmas tree
is up and sparkling.
Garlands and wreaths and
other holiday décor will
serve as a perfect back-
drop for special visitors:
Santa and Mrs. Claus,
along with a couple of
their elves, who are com-
ing to the Post home on
Sunday, December 17, at
8:30 a.m. Little ones can
have an up-close moment
with Santa to reveal their
secret wishes for presents
that they would like to see
under the tree. Parents
should be prepared with
their cameras for this
memorable photo oppor-
tunity.

ALA Unit 376 president
Louise Spicer said, “Mr.
and Mrs. Claus are com-
ing to town with a couple
of elves; kids bring your

Santa Claus is coming to American Legion Post 376 on Sunday, Dec. 17, for a
Community Breakfast from 8:30 — 11 am. Parents bring your cameras and your appe-
tites. (Photo by Jeanie Petersen)

lists, Santa will check it
twice...”

The whole family will
enjoy this all-you-can-
eat breakfast served from
7:30 until 11:00 a.m. You
can get: pancakes, sau-
sage, bacon, eggs, home
fries, French toast, OJ
and tea/coffee/hot choco-
late. In addition, the third
Sunday Special is sausage
gravy and biscuits. Real
maple syrup is available
upon request. Breakfast

cost is: Adults $9; Sr
Citizens and Firemen $8;
Children 6 to 12 years
$7; Ages 2 to 5 years $2.
Children under 2 yrs,
volunteers, and reorders
are FREE! ($10 for take-
outs.)

Post 376 is collect-
ing non-perishable food
donations both upstairs
and down at the bar. If
you can, please contrib-
ute.

Upcoming on Friday,

W\

Dec. 22, 7 — 10 pm, is the
and annual Ugly Sweater
Contest. There will be
prizes and the jukebox
will be free, but this event
is for the grown-ups only.

The Oxford American
Legion Post #376, is locat-
ed at 17 S. Washington
Avenue. For inqui-
ries, contact Post 376 at
(607) 843-8166. Online:
OxfordLegion.com and
Oxford-ALA.Chenango.
org

St

Just in time for the holidays. When you start a new 6 month subscription to
The Evening Sun, we will take 25 dollars off our already low subscription rate.
Give a new subscription to yourself, a friend or a relative. /It makes a great gift.

Limited Time Offer...

Call Today!

To take advantage of this
holiday offer, call 607-337-3087

New 6 month subscription - $182.00
Visa, MasterCard and Discover Accepted

THE EVENING SUN

CHENANGO COUNTY'S HOMETOWN DAILY

* Price reflects $25 discount. To qualify you must
be a new customer or inactive for 30 days.

Offer good thru 1/31/2024
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New Berlin
welcomes season with
community tree lighting

NEW BERLIN — On Saturday, December 2, hundreds of residents gathered in downtown New
Berlin to celebrate the lighting of the village’s Christmas tree. New Berlin Mayor Peter Lennon
welcomed families along with NY Assemblyman Joseph Angelino. The event is supported by

the churches of New Berlin, Preferred Mutual, Chobani, Nook Coffee, the Norwich BID, and

the New Berlin police and fire departments, along with others. The Community Events
Committee organized the tree lighting, which was held at Hyde Park on Main
Street. The Otsego School of Dance performed “A Radio City Christmas’
and Broadway star Jeff Keller and the Village Voices sang
holiday songs. (Photos by Jamie Elizabeth
Barnes)

1 Main St.,

See The Man, ric
Oxford, NY

507-843.5255 Antiques & Collectibles

Monday-Saturday
11 am to close;
Sunday noon to close

(Gift || Holiday Open House

be used year-’rouﬂd Going on Now thru Dec. 22nd!

Last drawing will be held on Dec. 17th.
Tickets available in the shop.

BLACK FRIDAY
will be ALL of
NOVEMBER and
DECEMBER!

Bring In or Mention
This Ad and Receive

Serving Lunch and Dinner 20 % OFF

Offering a Wide Variety Such As: P us
® Burgers * Wraps anI:)lther 5 % OFF
" gglnod d\Z'CheS : é"{}'lflll gs BURGER IF YOU PAY IN CASH!
* Appetizers like; ® Clams

Nacho’s and Loaded Fries

{g-( i We Buy, Sell & Trade )?

Just to Name a Few & _ ; & &¥ 607-316-8463 &ﬂ

Kids Menu Available
Expanded Seating for Your Comfort

>
Takeout Now
Available
N

contact@seethemanantiques.com

Monday—Saturday 54 N. Main Street, Sherburne, NY
11:00 AM to Close Open: Wednesday-Saturday 10 - 5; Sunday 12:30 - 5

Sunday r by appointment
Noon to Close 0 by PPO

__—
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Santa at his igloo in Norwich to take photos with
Chenango County pets. (Photo from the Norwich BID

Facebook page)

Santa posed in his
igloo for pictures with
pets

By Sarah Genter
Sun Staff Writer

news@evesun.com

NORWICH Santa
Claus came to town and
visited with the furry fam-
ily members at Santa’s
Igloo in Norwich on
December 6 and 9.

The event is a new
addition to the Business
Improvement District’s
repertoire. It was held
for the first time last
year. Norwich Business

Improvement District
(BID) Board Member
Mindy said it was a hit
with Chenango County
residents.

Although Santa saw lots
of dogs and cats, other
animals such as goats,
do sometime show up for
the event. Some animal
arrived dressed up for the
occasion.

The BID collected
good-will donations at
the event to benefit the
Chenango SPCA.

Movies that are perfect for families

Various traditions take
center stage during the
holiday season. One of
those traditions may be
sitting down and enjoying
any of a number of time-
less Christmas movies or
even newer holiday films
that are quickly becoming
favorites.

Film fans have their
own ideas about the best
films to watch during
the holidays, but the fol-
lowing movies are some
kids and adults can enjoy
together.

« “The Polar Express”
(2004): A young boy
enjoys a magical adven-
ture to the North Pole
aboard the Polar Express
train. He learns about the
true spirit of the holidays
and the value of bravery
and friendship along the
way.

. “The Muppet

Christmas Carol” (1992):
Charles Dickens’ classic
story about a bitter miser
might be a little frighten-
ing for young children to
enjoy in its more theat-
rical offerings. However,
when the Muppet char-
acters tell their version of
the classic tale, the story
becomes much more fam-
ily-friendly.

« “A Boy Called
Christmas” (2021): Based
on the book by Matt Haig,
this movie is a reimagined
take on Father Christmas.
It focuses on Nikolas as
he goes on an adventure
to find a magical town
called Elfhelm.

« “Jack Frost” (1998):
When a father dies in a car
accident, he comes back
to life as a snowman in
his son’s front yard. Jack
learns to keep his promis-
es and make things right

with his son — things he
wasn’t capable of doing as
a human.

« “Christmas with the
Kranks” (2004): The
Kranks decide to forgo
thir annual Christmas
party and plan a vacation
since their daughter will
be out of town. But when
said daughter decides
to come home after all,
chaos sets in as the couple
tries to figure out how to
put together an extrava-
ganza at the last minute.

+ “Beauty and the
Beast: The Enchanted
Christmas” (1997): The
Beast does not favor the
holiday season, so Belle
must change his mind on
the matter in this animat-

ed Disney offering.
o “Elf” (2003): As a
youngster, Buddy was

magically transported to
the North Pole and raised

this holiday season

by Santa’s elves. As an
adult, he’s determined to
find his real dad in New
York City and uncover a

way to fit in.
« “Santa Hunters”
(2014): A young boy

teams up with his sib-
ling and cousins to try
to capture new footage of
Santa in action and prove
that the man in red truly
exists.

+ “The Nutcracker and
the Four Realms” (2018):
This is a newer take on
the classic Nutcracker
tale. This adventure sees
Clara defending the Land
of Sweets from the evil
Mother Ginger.

Holiday films enhance
the celebratory nature of
the season. Certain mov-
ies are tailor-made for
families to watch together
during this special time
of year.

This Year Buy a Gift
That Keeps On Giving...

For fun or work, the
Landmaster
Utility Vehicle

Full line of

Toro Snowblowers
to make the job easy.

is everything you will love. 4

Don’t forget your
little wood cutter
this holiday

Se€asoll.

NORWICH

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

607-334-4378

www.norwichope.com &
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CHRIDTMAS oALES

SHOP OUR BEST DEAL EVERY DAY

Gifts for everyone on Santa's list.!

DAY 1 -DEC II

Christmas Cm;ﬂniﬂﬁ

Al Christmas Clo‘rhinﬂ
is just $2.000)

DAY 2 - DEC 12

Christmas Music
All Christmas Music
is ju<s+ 4100

DAY § - DEC I3

Christmas Shoes

Al Shoes are :
BUY | GET | FREE

DAY 4 - DEC 14

Christmas Decorations

DAY 5 - DEC 15

..C,»Jrc;cléim?J stukfers

Al Christmas _
50% ofF

Al stocking stuFFers
15% OFF

DAY 6 - DEC l6

Christmas Bokmﬂ

Kitchen items are
25% OFF

DAY 7 - DEC 18
Christmas Hot Doy
Wear your hat ond

e_:]e+ 0% ofF “

DAY 8 - DEC 1D

Picture Day_

25% OFF all
Clo+hin€| ond Shoes

DAY J- DEC 20
Christmas Gift

& Al new Itens
R0 S

\":"'.

DAY 10 - DEC 21

BJY | Get | Free Day

DAY II - DEC 22

u_ﬂ'l_y Sweater Da\{_

All christmas

Buy | Get | Fi Ry
Y e reeu

Buy | Get | @
\, FREE Clothing ¥’

DAY 12 - DEC 23
Gift Card Day
Buy a 25 ﬂiﬁ' card

and recieve $5 FREE

We sunport
50 Shades of
perr-iect!

Annie’s Tlmft Shop

x

5311 NY-12 Norwich ® 2 miles south of Norwich
OPEN Mon.- Sat. 9 AM - 5 PM

607-244-3771
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A tradition of service since 1939

This coloring puge is sponsored by:

R.J. Fahy Funeral Home
116 North Broad St., Norwich, N.Y. 13815

607-334-8833 Vi reneentmer
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Holiday harmony in
Butternuts

Town of Butternuts highway department crewman Chet
Stachura mounts a holiday wreath on a light pole in the
village of Gilbertsville. The town department offered to
assist the village of Gilbertsville in this year’s effort due
to the retirement of Dick Gilbert, longtime village public
works employee. The Village Improvement Society of
Gilbertsville provides the wreaths and decorates them
with ribbons and lights before they are hung.(Submitted
photo)

Buy
ikt

;OUTH
 NORWICH;
i 607‘334'6278

N INASE

Inspiring ideas for last-minute
holiday shoppers

It’s unlikely that anyone
aspires to be a last-minute
holiday shopper. Putting
off holiday shopping
until the last minute can
make for a stressful home
stretch to the season, and
there’s no guarantee store
shelves won’t already be
picked clean or that gifts
purchased online will
arrive on time.

Despite how unappeal-
ing last-minute shopping
can be, it’s still a fact of
life for millions of holi-
day shoppers. As the clock
winds down this holiday
season, shoppers can look
to these ideas for inspira-
tion.

« Gift cards: Gift cards
may never earn a distinc-
tion as the most sentimen-
tal item to give a loved one
during the holiday season,
but they are surprising-
ly sought-after. In fact, a
survey from the National
Retail Federation found
that 54 percent of partici-
pants identified gift cards
as the most-wanted gift of
the 2022 holiday season.
Chain retailers, small busi-
nesses and restaurants are
among the many establish-
ments that sell gift cards,
so shoppers are bound to
find a card to please any-
one on their shopping list.

+ Food/beverage: The
holiday season is a popu-

o linn’s

BROAD STREET
NEW YORK

2ZERIABIZ

We can also cater your
holiday parties with our

delicious Italian cuisine.
eMain Courses

eDesserts

eEverything
on our menu

Call us for pricing
and more info.

Italian Restaurant

32 South Broad St., Norwich

607-334-6278

Open 7 Days A Week

As the clock winds down this holiday season, shoppers can look to these ideas for

inspiration. (File photo)

lar time to indulge in some
great food and wash it
down with a favorite wine
or another adult bever-
age. That makes food and
beverages a great holiday
gift. Shoppers can take a
loved one out to a favor-
ite restaurant, prepare a
homemade treat or pur-
chase a favorite dish from
a local specialty grocery
store or eatery. Pair the
food with an appropriate
beverage and this accessi-
ble last-minute gift idea is
sure to be a hit.

 Tickets: Tickets to a
movie, sporting event, live
theater performance, or

concert are another gift
idea that likely won’t be
gobbled up by early bird
shoppers. People of all
ages enjoy experiences,
and a 2022 survey from
the travel booking plat-
form GetYourGuide found
that 50 percent of survey
respondents indicated
they would enjoy tickets to
a concert or show.
 Books: Books make an
ideal holiday gift for every-
one from young kids to
grandparents. Traditional
print books are small
enough that they can like-
ly arrive on time even if
they’re purchased just a

few days before Christmas.
E-book sellers enable gift
givers to pick the perfect
time to notify loved ones
they have received an elec-
tronic book. Audiobooks,
which can be downloaded
to a smartphone or given
as a CD, make an ideal gift
for loved ones who spend
a lot of time behind the
wheel.

Last-minute holiday
shopping can be stress-
ful. However, various
sought-after items can be
secured at the last minute,
ensuring gift givers’ loved
ones have a happy holiday
season.

Gilbert Plumbing and Heating
has been providing quality
plumbing and heating
services for over 30 years.

% We offer full heating
equipment service
including new
installations, repairs and
service contracts.

Buderus

\We provide commercial
and residential services
for any heating or
plumbing system
installation and repairs.

Contact us for details
or for an estimate.

Gilbert Plumbing and
Heating...Quality without
Compromise!

3 RIELLO ThermoPride

BURNERS

—~———

-~ 24,7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 7

PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776

www. gilbertph.com

607-783-2289
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

cCoi I TnNnNcCcs T WVXXOXXM--A=2Z2H=ZmTXXX

A L A
o

WINTERTIME WORD SEARGH

WORDS

BOARD
BUNDLED
CHILLY
COAT
DOWNHILL
DRIFT
FLUFFY
FLURRIES
FROSTBITE
FROSTY
GUSTS
HOCKEY
ICE
MITTENS
SCARF
SHOVEL
SKATING
SKTIING
SLED
SNOW
TUBE
WARMTH
WINTER
WONDERLAND

THE FIRST DECORATED
CHRISTMAS TREE WAS
FOUND INRIGA,
LATVIAIN 1510.

NYS Cheddar
Cheese
aged from
%\ 1 to 28 years!
AF ¢S
,‘\?\CP:‘ \ - Goat Cheeses
E@ %\f/ - Maple Syrup - Honey
C N
P\\]P\\\* * Dressings « Mustards
- BBQ Sauce
+ Scone Mixes
N AR - Preserves
i “ 0 @), -+ Nuts, Candy &
ink of us . /
= Dried Fruits
tohelp - -
. =7 “{:’? - Artisanal Salami
with your New Year’s:
Party Needs! < We will be closed
Cheese & Snack Platters DL ST T 2

Reopening on

plus so much more! Dec. 29th & 31st

Order ahead - call us for details.

934 Earlville Road, Earlville
(315) 691-5858 | 1-800-638-3836
Mon.- Fri. 9:30 am - 5 pm,
Sun. 10:30 am - 3 pm, Closed Sat.

Follow us on Facebook.
www.jewettscheese.com

Choose from:
» Toys by ERTL & Bruder
» Tricycles

= Sleds = Wagons

» Locally produced
Maple Sugar Candy

If there is something you are looking for...
there is a good chance we have it or can get it.

# Canal Street Hardware & Supply, LLC %
i 3 South Canal Street, Oxford = 607-843-6929

Hours: 7 am-6 pm M-F, 7 am-4 pm Sat. & Sun.

OWJ

Canal Street Hardware i

TINSEL WAS INVENTEDIN 1610 IN
GERMANY AND WAS ONCE MADE OF
REAL SILVER. MANY PEOPLE PUT
TINSEL ON CHRISTMAS TREES AS
EXTRADECORATION. ..o ...,

N
YIS 0 0 0 0 5555555555 55555555555555 555555 00000000 00 00 00 00 00 00 000 700 00 000 00000 00000000 00000000 00 000 0000000404004
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For The Handyman
On Your List:

= Hand Tools

= Work Boots

= Power Tools

= Hydraulic Hoses
made while you wait
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Top Left: The Paynes
crane float at the
Bainbridge Christmas
Parade. Bottom left: The
Chamber of Commerce
Float at the Bainbridge
Christmas Parade.Right:
The Gifford Dental Float at
the Bainbridge Christmas
Parade.(Photos by Owen
Freidenstein)

Black Cat
Antiques and Gifts

Black Cat Antiques and Gifts is a
primitive and country mix of old
purposeful clutter and handmades.
Stop in and see what’s new!
Handmade holiday decorations,
Warm Glow Candles and wax melts.
Sale on handmade fall and Christmas
decorations and more.

14 East Main St., Earlville NY ¢ 315-691-5721
Hours: Tues-Fri 9-4, Sat. 9-2. Check our Facebook Page

Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday
season filled with peace and love.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

PO Box 404, 1977 NYS Highway 23, Morris, NY 13808
607-263-2363 = Fax 607-263-5392
Email: nanjohnston@faithfulfriendsofmorris.com
www.faithfulfriendsofmorris.com

Winter
Storage
Available

Bainbridge holds annual
Christmas Parade

BAINBRIDGE - The
ninth annual Bainbridge
Christmas Parade was
blessed with a mild and
snow-less night Saturday,
Dec. 9 evening along
Main Street.

An estimated 1000-
plus crowd of all ages
turned out to enjoy what
has become a new annu-
al tradition of floats, big
trucks, fire trucks, cranes,
cars, horses, golf carts
and yes, even some walk-
ers.

Folks lined both sides
of North and South Main
Street all way from Freiot
to the Village Green park
to see some incredible
floats and even more
incredible large equip-
ment (would you believe
60 ton Paynes cranes?)
decorated with lights,
characters, and even a
few people, too.

The paradeline waslead

by the newest Bainbridge
Rescue Pumper unit num-
ber 124, followed by the
Mayor and Assemblyman
Joe Angelino, and then
more fire department
units from Bainbridge,
Afton and Coventry.

In addition to the big
fire department trucks,
the biggest pieces of
equipment came from
Austin Farms, BlueOx
Energy and Paynes
Cranes. Someone at
BlueOx put a lot of elbow
grease into polishing the
tanker truck. It was fab-
ulous!

Floats of all kinds
included the Baptist
Church, Gifford Family
Dental, Henry’s Drive-
In, the Bainbridge Lion’s
Club, Payne’s Cranes, and
the sponsor of the event,
the Bainbridge Chamber
of Commerce, which car-
ried families of business

of the year Heller’s Farm
CSA, business of distinc-
tion Sal’s Pizza and cit-
izen of the year Dolores
Nabinger.

Rotary exchange stu-
dents marched with
flags of their countries.
Santa and Mrs. Clause
closed the parade in a
decorated trailer towed
by the Bainbridge Fire
Department utility pickup
truck. There were many
more marchers than
this writer could identi-
fy, including some beau-
tiful draft horses, golf
carts and racing cars, so
please forgive if we hav-
en’t mentioned you but
know that everyone really
enjoyed the parade. The
Chamber thanks all the
participants and appreci-
ates their creativity!

- By Philip Wade

superior Heating &
Air Duct Cleaning

Kirk Gardner
607-349-0831

%1 Like Us On Facebook

Heating, Electric, Air Conditioning, Plumbing, Carpentry, Home Repair
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This coloring puge is sponsored by:

3919 St. Hwy 23, West Oneonta, NY 13861
Phone (607) 432-6633 » 800-421-2867

Reinhardthomeheating.com
Making Warm Friends For Over 85 Years

Norwich's only locally-owned
funeral home
FUNERAL HOME Locally-Owned, Locally-Focused - Since 1891

o Exceptional, Compassionate Service in a Comforting Environment
o Plan Within Your Means - No Corporate Quotas, No Sales
o Wide Array of Selection Options © You Choose, Rather Than a Corporate Headquarters

PERSONALIZE YOUR PLAN. WE ENCOURAGE IT.
Questions? Call us at (607) 336-3993 - or visit www.wilsonfh.com Wa’gﬁﬁm can';ng

68 South Broad Street, Norwich  John Gawronski - Manager & Director o
- _John Antonowicz - Director ﬁrnesgﬁﬁom
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We Wish You A Nc:rrg Christmas

\ Traditional English Folk Song
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THIS SONG PAGE SPONSORED BY:

5865 County Road 32, P.0. Box 350, Norwich, NY 13815
NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6:30 pm; Sat. 8 am-12 pm
Phone 607-336-3113 - Fax 607-336-3118

Email: carsandcredit@frontiernet.net
Tim Foote, General Sales Manager
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As we pause to reflect on the year, we're touched by the many fond

memories we ve made with our cherished friends and customers here.

Your unwavering support reminds us how fortunate we are to be a
part of this close-knit community and we're truly grateful for good
neighbors like all of you. Thank you for bringing so much joy to our
year with your continued trust in us.

We wish you and yours every bappiness
this holiday season and alwayys.

Warm Wishes and Merry Christmas!

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633

www.reesemarshall.com * email: info@reesemarshall.com
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Blue Mountain Christmas Cards by Lang
Lang Calendars Calendars and Designer Greetings
YANKEe
CANDLE

Russell | )
Stovers - \

Not Sure
What To Give?

Gift
Cards

Make Perfect
Gifts

Great Selection
of Ladies Sweaters
& Leggings
Many styles, sizes,
and colors.

\.

Socks Always
Make Great Gifts

Large selection to choose
from. Lots of colors,
patterns & sizes.

Lang

Puzzles
300 to 1000 piece

puzzles

Warmies

Warm Me in a Microwave

Soothing Warmth and Comfort for %

All Ages Gently Scented with
French Lavender

Nice Selection of
Decorative

Holiday

Ornaments

Beautiful glassware
everyone would love
to give or receive!

« Christmas Wall Signs
« Light-up Glass Ornaments

«Lang Calendars

«Yankee Candles «Blue Mountain Calendars

r@pg N ToO N Showcase
K Handcrafted Glass Artistry Since 1905 Dealer
ENAMELWARE TOYS |and GAMES
Nice selection to choose from by Melissa & Doug
\_ \. _J
Christmas :"‘e::'
Under $20 rea
« Yankee Candles Gift
« Gooseberry Patch - ideas: \
Quick & Easy Christmas . Calendars - Cards - Stuffed Animals
Cookbook - Whitman Chocolates- Books - Magazines
«Lang Calendars - Russell Stover - Gift Certificates
-ll:]ict;l;e FramJes 1 Our Gift Department is
« Necklaces « Jewelry .
Full of Collectibles

“ON THE PARK” - 10 LAFAYETTE PARK, OXFORD

PHONE 843-2841

BARTLE’S . ‘-
Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 8 pm
PHARMACY INC. Saturday 8 am to 6 pm

Sunday 8 am to 1 pm

' SCARVES & SHAWLS |

- Comfort Knit Wraps
 Infinity Scarves




