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Public transportation returns to Chenango County

On March 9, Chenango County offi  cials held a Grand Opening for the return of public transportation. (Photo 
by Kelli Miller)

BY KELLI MILLER
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

NORWICH — On 
March 9, under a 
bright and sunny sky, 
Chenango County Board 
Officials held a grand 
opening for the return 
of public transportation.

After a year of work-
ing through a new tran-
sit contract, county offi-
cials, local residents, 
and the Cathay Express 
Transportation manage-
ment team gathered at 
the ribbon cutting event 
in Norwich.

The ceremony marked 
one of the most import-
ant events in Chenango 
County, bringing back 
mobility and community 
connection for all resi-
dents.

City of Norwich 
Mayor Robert Jeffrey 

said mobility is one of 
the areas greatest needs 
and the transit system 
is going to help with 
employment, rides to 

medical appointments 
and grocery stores, and 
so much more.

“Anytime you have a 
bus system that will take 

you all around the coun-
ty, especially with the 
closure of Grand Union, 
it’s going to be a sig-
nificant benefit to those 

without reliable trans-
portation or who don’t 
own a car,” said Jeffrey.

“This is going to be 
a huge boost and we’re 

really excited to have 
transportation back,” he 
said.

“This is a major win 
for the City of Norwich 
and Chenango County,” 
Jeffrey added.

Chenango County 
Board of Supervisors 
Clerk Sheri Howe said 
the return of transit 
marks renewed commit-
ment for accessibility 
and connections.

Howe noted the year 
long pause in transit 
service was educational 
as they listened to the 
needs of the community, 
evaluated the situation 
and worked diligently in 
building a new transit 
system that would bring 
strength and reliability 
to the county.

She extended a sin-
Continued on page 3

   “Maple Magic” weekend celebration at Rogers Center

The beloved Upstate NY tradition of making maple syrup will be highlighted this 
year at Rogers Environmental Education Center during their Maple Magic Week-
end Celebration at the end of March. The event will be led by Friends of Rogers 
staff , as well as three students from Colgate University who are volunteering this 
season to support burgeoning Maple Magic programs at Rogers Center. (Submit-
ted photo)

SHERBURNE - Spring 
is on the way, and maple 
season is here! The final 
two weekends in March 
have been designated as 
New York State Maple 
Weekends, where the 
public can get a first-
hand look into local 
operations and learn 
about the seasonal pro-
cess of maple sugaring.

 The beloved Upstate 
NY tradition of mak-
ing maple syrup will be 
highlighted this year at 
Rogers Environmental 
Education Center during 
their Maple Magic 
Weekend Celebration 
at the end of March. 
The event will be led by 
Friends of Rogers staff, 
as well as three students 
from Colgate University 
who are volunteering 
this season to support 
burgeoning Maple Magic 
programs at Rogers 
Center.

The Chenango County 
Historical Society will 
also provide information 
on the rich history of 
maple sugaring in CNY, 

and details about the 
Maple Sugar Heritage 
Collaboration that 
brought the Sugarshack 
to Rogers Center. The 
Sugarshack opened for 
operation in February 
of 2025 during Winter 
Living Celebration. This 
will be the inaugural 
Maple Weekend event at 
Rogers Center.

“It has been sap-tacu-
lar getting to work with 
Rogers this season! We 
hope other people will 
come out to support 
and spend some quality 
time at the Sugarshack. 
We can’t wait to see 
you there!” said Simon 
Romano, a Colgate stu-
dent volunteer from 
Arlington, Virginia.

This year’s Maple 
Magic Weekend 
Celebration will be in 
Sherburne on Saturday, 
March 28 and Sunday, 
March 29, and will run 
from 12PM-3PM on both 
days. The evaporator will 
be bubbling and boiling 
in the Sugarshack, which 
will be open for deli-

cious syrup samples and 
educational demonstra-
tions of the Indigenous 
and colonial methods 
of maple sugaring. The 
event will also feature 
live acoustic music with 
traditional maple folk 
songs.

“The Sugarshack 
building and operation 
has been collabora-
tive with so many com-
munity partners like 
the Chenango County 
Historical Society, 
DCMO Boces, the DEC, 
and Clear Path for 

Veterans,” said Ariah 
Mitchell, Educator and 
Communications Lead 
for Friends of Rogers. 
“We’re thankful to have 
volunteers to help lead 
events where the com-
munity that helped us 
build this program can 

be truly involved in the 
beloved art of making 
maple syrup.”

Rogers Center is 
one of New York 
State Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation’s (DEC) 
four environmental edu-
cation centers. Rogers 
Center is located at 
2721 state highway 80, 
Sherburne NY, 13460.

The mission of the 
Friends of Rogers is to 
provide outstanding 
educational opportuni-
ties that excite, inspire, 
and motivate people of 
all ages to enjoy, under-
stand, appreciate, and 
protect our natural envi-
ronment.

Photo Caption: 
Colgate students Simon 
Romano, Valeria Reyes, 
and Dylan Murphy, 
Class of 2026, by the 
boiling evaporator in the 
Sugarshack at Rogers 
Center.

- Information from the 
Friends of Rogers
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SHERBURNE –  The 
Sherburne Planning 
Board met on Tuesday 
night and continued the 
discussion of the pro-
posed battery storage 
facility on Knapp Road in 
the Town of Sherburne. 

Last month, the town 
held a public hearing 
on the battery storage 
facility. Town residents 
overwhelmingly came 
out against the project 
citing health and safety 
concerns. 

A six-month morato-
rium was passed, which 
provides a legal pause on 
permitting and approv-
al of the project. Town 
of Sherburne Supervisor 
Charles Mastro 
explained that the town 
is using that time to cre-
ate a local law that will 
set clear safety rules and 
regulations. The town is 
planning to extend the 
moratorium for an addi-
tional six months to give 
themselves time to enact 
the local law. They plan 
to hold a public hearing 
in November of 2026 to 
present the new battery 
storage law.

“It is important for 
residents to understand 
that New York State Law 

allows battery energy 
storage facilities in com-
munities like ours. The 
town does not have the 
legal authority to per-
manently prohibit these 
projects if an application 
meets state and local 
requirements,” Mastro 
said in a recent update 
to the town.

While the town cannot 
prohibit battery stor-
age facilities, the bat-
tery storage law can put 

strict guidelines in place 
for the type of battery 
storage that is permit-
ted. Dylan Harris, the 
town’s attorney is active-
ly working on crafting 
the law. The planning 
board discussed wheth-
er lithium ion batteries 
were a safe storage sys-
tem and the possibility 
of banning that type of 
system. “Other battery 
systems are much safer. 
Lithium batteries are the 
negative,” Mastro said. 

Many town residents 
have been opposed to 
the project. A petition 
against the project has 
been circulating in town 

and more than eight 
pages of signatures have 
been collected. 

“This could all be null 
and void if the state 
comes through and 
pushes this,” Mastro 
explained. A state senate 
bill has been introduced 
which would render 
battery energy storage 
systems immune from 
zoning rules and regula-
tions. Senate bill s5506 
is currently in commit-
tee.

Town resident Judith 
Webb addressed the 
board to explain her 
concerns regarding the 
proposed plan. A Knapp 

Road resident, Webb 
said she has advanced 
degrees in health care 
and is concerned about 
the health effects the 
battery facility would 
pose on Knapp Road and 
to the greater commu-
nity. 

“Residents are 
opposed to this,” Webb 
said. After research-
ing the company, Webb 
said she is not happy 
with Nexamp’s propos-
al. After looking at their 
list of facilities, she said 
they are currently all 
attached to wind or solar 
generation. “They have 
no stand-alone facilities. 

They haven’t done this 
yet,” she explained. In 
addition, Webb point-
ed out issues with the 
site. “It’s a tiny road. If 
there were a fire, I’m 
worried about the trucks 
coming up and turning 
around.” She explained 
that portions of the road 
washed out last year due 
to flooding. The location 
of the site is closed to 
farm land, a protected 
trout stream, protected 
forest, and a wet land 
down the hill from the 
proposed site. 

The private compa-
ny Nexamp reached 
out to town officials in 
November to inform 
them of their plan to 
build a lithium-ion bat-
tery storage facility on 
a 13.2 acre site that they 
had already leased. In 
2022, Governor Kathy 
Hochul doubled New 
York’s energy storage 
goal, calling for 6-giga-
watts of energy storage 
by 2030, making it the 
highest energy stor-
age goal in the country. 
The proposed project 
would create a 40-mega-
watt battery storage 
facility made up of 12 
battery storage pods. 
Representatives from 
Nexamp did not respond 
to requests for comment. 
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Sherburne mulls proposed industrial battery storage facility as 
NY law seeks to limit input from impacted communities

 Nexamp, a clean energy company, shared an image of a similar site online, show-
ing an already existing battery site. The Village of Sherburne is considering a pro-
posal to build a battery storage facility on Knapp Road in Sherburne. 

“It is important 
for residents 

to understand 
that New York 

State Law allows 
battery energy 

storage facilities 
in communities 

like ours. Th e town 
does not have the 

legal authority 
to permanently 
prohibit these 
projects if an 

application meets 
state and local 
requirements.” 

- Town of Sherburne 
Supervisor Charles 

Mastro

BY JESSICA BENSON
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

Bainbridge Farm and Artisan Market searches for additional 
vendors

BAINBRIDGE — The 
Bainbridge Farm and 
Artisan Market, for-
merly known as The 
Bainbridge Farmers’ 
Market, will open soon 
and invites additional 
vendors to sign up.

The market will be 
held on Friday evenings, 
from 4 to 7 p.m., starting 

April 3, and is located at 
5 Prospect Street, in the 
Bainbridge Community 
Center in Bainbridge.

Market Manager 
Samantha Frederick 
said they have eight ven-
dors signed up now and 
she hopes to sign at least 
20, making the event 
a successful shopping 
experience for commu-
nity members.

Last year, 12 vendors 

filled the building, offer-
ing fresh produce, home 
baked goods, arts and 
crafts, therapeutic oils, 
and more.

The fee to sign up is 
$25 per month or $10 
a week. Costs go toward 
renting the building and 
advertising.

To become a vendor, 
call 607-616-8926, or 
email thebainbridge-
farmersmarket@gmail.

BY KELLI MILLER
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

com.
Frederick said vendors 

are preparing a variety of 
Easter desserts and dec-
orative items for open-
ing day. Vendors who 
have signed up already 
include Black Oak Farm, 
Bob’s Boxes, Davis Acres, 
Pies by Terri, Hoffman 
Bread, A ClayCookie for 

your Garden, Healing 
Wild Homestead 
and Apothecary, and 
Glistening Water.

“By supporting our 
neighbors, we know 
exactly where our goods 
are coming from, and in 
doing so, not only do we 
help them, but we help 
ourselves and our com-

munity prosper,” said 
Frederick.

Frederick gave thanks 
to the vendors, adding, 
“We would not have 
such a wonderful market 
without you.”

For more information, 
visit their Facebook page 
at The Bainbridge Farm 
and Artisan Market.

Last year, Davis Acres owner Paul Davis brought his fresh produce to the Farm-
ers’ Market. This year, the market has changed its name to The Bainbridge Farm 
and Artisan Market and will be open from 4 to 7 p.m., April 3, and every Friday 
following, located at 5 Prospect Street, in the Bainbridge Community Center in 
Bainbridge. (Samantha Frederick)
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CHENANGO COUNTY 
- New York State’s annu-
al Spring Burn Ban will 
be taking effect from 
March 16 to May 14. 

Open burning is reg-
ulated under Part 215 of 
Chapter III, Subchapter 
A, of Title 6 of New York 
State’s code. It is enforced 
by the Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). The 
law allows for on-site 
brush burning between 
May 15 and the following 
March 15, in most towns 
with fewer than 20,000 
residents. Hence an 
annual brush burn ban 
is in place from March 16 
to May 14 when there are 
heightened conditions 
for wildfires. It is ille-
gal to burn trash state-
wide per Part 219 of the 
same NYS code. You can 
review the NYS code at 
govt.westlaw.com/nycrr 

According to the NY 
DEC the single largest 
cause of spring wildfires 
is open burning of brush 
and debris. The burn ban 
was instituted in 2009, 
and according to DEC 
officials, since being cod-
ified it has reduced wild-
land fire occurrences by 
40%. 

The Norwich City Fire 
Chief, Gerald Parry Jr., 
said that, “This is a team 
effort and we just need 
to have the community 
involved with making 
sure that the regulations 
are followed and every-
body takes into consider-
ation the safety, the con-
cerns that exist not only 
for themselves but their 
neighbors. It also poses 
hazards for the first 
responder side as well 
because our personnel 
are going out there to put 

out those fires that were 
unnecessary or acciden-
tal and that poses a risk 
to our personnel too.”

While New York State 
does not typically see the 
same magnitude of wild-
fires as compared to states 
on the West Coast, they 
do occur throughout the 
year. At the recent press 
conference to announce 
the ban this year, NYDEC 
Commissioner Amanda 
Lefton stated that the 
Forest Rangers fought 
200 wildfires across 
the state last year and 
Forest Ranger Captain 
Scott Jackson expressed 
that rangers had already 
responded to a handful of 
fires this year caused by 
debris burning. 

Chief Parry, also said 
that Chenango County 
sees fires happen every 
year.

There was once inci-
dent last week in Oxford, 
said Parry, “And it didn’t 
take much time for it to 
spread. But you know, 
the appropriate respons-
es and so forth from the 
fire departments,” he 
added explaining how the 
Norwich fire department 
deployed their brush unit 
over to aid in the fire sup-
pression and the collec-
tive fire teams’ response 
was able to put it out 
quickly.

This time of year poses 
a unique risk for wild-
fires as dead grasses 
and branches become 
exposed due to the snow 
melting. Even with damp 
conditions or snow still 
on the ground, wild fires 
can spread through dead 
plant matter and high 
winds as the tempera-
ture warms and humidity 
fluctuates.

Forest Ranger Captain 
Jackson explained, “The 
reason brush burning is 

prohibited this time of 
year is the dormant grass 
and dead leaves that are 
becoming available as 
the snow melts. I know a 
lot of areas are still wet, 
but by the time we do get 
the dry days that come 
in the spring, we get a 
lot of weather patterns 
with low relative humid-
ity and high winds and 
those dead grass and dry 
dead leaves dry out very 
quickly from that so we 
could have rain in the 
morning and then drying 
and things could be ready 
to burn in the afternoon.”

S t a t e  F i r e 
Administrator James 
Cable added, “I encour-
age New Yorkers to com-
ply with this annual burn 
ban, which has success-
fully reduced the num-
ber of outdoor fires and 
wildland fires that fire 
departments and Forest 
Rangers must respond 
to during this time of 
the year. Dry vegetation, 
winds, and warming 
temperatures create con-
ditions where outdoor 
fires can quickly grow 
and spread out of con-

t r o l , 
threatening homes 
and nearby structures, 
requiring firefighters 
and Rangers to fight fires 
which should have and 
could have been pre-
vented,” reiterating the 
importance of following 
the ban this time of year. 

Chief Parry, spoke 
about common actions 
people take in spring 
that might pose addi-
tional risks, “This time 
of year a lot of people 
are trying to get out and 
about and clean up their 
yards and their opportu-
nity to try to get rid of the 
debris, and so forth, is to, 
‘let’s burn it.’ And it’s not 
the optimal time to do 
something of that nature. 
There’s other ways of dis-
carding and getting rid of 
that refuse. But garbage 
and stuff, especially like 
that, burn barrels, they 
all seem to be common 
denominators when it 
comes time for incidents 
for wild land fires.”  

Small contained fires 
are allowed during the 
ban. DEC Commissioner 
Lefton explained that, 

“During this time of year, 
you can still have a small 
fire. A small campfire 
that’s no higher than 
three feet or wider than 
four feet. You can still 
have a small contained 
cooking area, and again, 
it needs to be contained. 
But you shouldn’t have 
any fire that’s left unat-
tended. because fire safe-
ty is of the utmost impor-
tance.” 

If having a backyard 
fire pit, campfire, or 
small cooking fire, you 
can only burn charcoal, 
or dry, clean, untreat-
ed, or unpainted wood. 
These fires as described 
by Lefton, must stay 
less than 3 feet in height 
and 4 feet in diameter. 
The DEC and local fire 
department stress that 
no fire should ever be left 
unattended. 

Open fires on agricul-
tural land are not subject 
to the annual ban given 
the following general 
restrictions: only organ-
ic agricultural wastes are 
burned on-site where 
they are grown and/or 
generated; the materials 

are capable of fully burn-
ing within 24 hours; no 
pesticides, plastics, trash, 
or other non-organic 
material; and no burning 
of tires and other waste 
for smudge. The DEC will 
review burning permits 
related to animal disease 
or pest outbreaks. 

Chief Parry expressed, 
“Generally, for the most 
part, a lot of the agri-
cultural society actually 
does a pretty good job 
staying along with the 
same safety concerns that 
exist. We really haven’t 
had too much of a major 
impact from the agricul-
tural side.”

Before having any 
fire outdoors whether 
its brush burning or for 
cooking, its important 
to check the Fire Danger 
Rating in you area. New 
York State DEC updates 
it weekly on their Fire 
Danger Map found online 
at dec.ny.gov/environ-
mental-protection/wild-
fires/fire-danger-map 

Chief Parry urges resi-
dents to make use of this 
map, saying that as they 
also check it to prepare 
the appropriate respons-
es to incidents. 

Violating the Burn 
Ban is a misdemean-
or and a minimum fine 
of $500 that can go up 
to $18,000. The regu-
lations are enforced by 
both the Forest Rangers 
and Environmental 
Conservation Officers, 
as well and state and 
local law enforcement as 
complaints are received. 
Norwich City Fire Chief 
relayed that citizens  
should report illegal or 
suspicious burning to 
the local Forest Rangers 
1-833-NYS-RANGERS 
(1-833-697-7264). 

cere thank you to county 
officials and said their 
leadership, guidance, 
and unwavering support 
made this relaunch pos-
sible.

Howe explained it 
took a lot of people com-
ing together to make this 
happen. From planning 
and budgeting to coor-
dination and oversight, 
and pointed to the key 
part of the work being the 
partnership with Cathay 
Express Transportation.

“We are proud to part-
ner with an organization 
known for its profes-
sionalism, quality ser-
vice, and dedication to 

the people they serve,” 
Howe added. “Their val-
ues align closely with 
what we envision for the 
future of transportation 
in Chenango County.”

Howe said public 
transportation is more 
than buses and routes 
adding, “it’s access to 
work, healthcare, educa-
tion, and opportunity.”

“It supports indepen-
dence for those who need 
it most, and strengthens 
our entire community,” 
Howe continued, “With 
today’s re-opening, we 
reaffirm that commit-
ment.”

Although the system 
was shut down for the 
past year as the cost 

proved too high for tax 
payers, the return of 
transit brings a mon-
umental leap forward 
with confidence.

“We look forward 
to a continued and 
long-standing rela-
tionship with Cathay 
Express,” she said. “One 
that will support our res-
idents for many years to 
come. Together, we will 
ensure that riders expe-
rience the level of ser-
vice, safety, and respect 
they deserve.”

Howe gave thanks to 
everyone who helped 
bring the transit system 
back to life, and thanked 
residents for their 
patience.

She also thanked the 
Planning Department 
and Matt Gladstone for 
his help and guidance 
in determining bus stop 
locations and creating 
route maps and Melissa 
Potter, for her expertise 
in public transporta-
tion and said her help in 
rebuilding the program 
was unmeasurable.

According to the 
Chenango County web-
site, Chenango County 
Public Transit allows 
anyone to ride, all ages 
and abilities. Children 
under five are free and 
all children, any age, 
must be accompanied by 
a paying adult.

Catch a ride by check-

ing route maps and 
schedules, arrive five 
minutes early to the 
stop, pay exact fare when 
boarding, drivers cannot 
make change, and let the 
driver know your desti-
nation.

Bus routes can be 
found at www.chenan-
gocountyny.gov/705/
Bus-Routes. 

Route deviations are 
available within 3/4 
mile. Call Chenango 
County Public Transit 
one day in advance. Call 
607-367-1999.

All buses are ADA 
accessible and equipped 
with mobility lifts.

Monthly passes and 
bus tokens are available 

for unlimited travel on 
Chenango County Public 
Transit fixed routes. 
They can be purchased 
at Cathay Express, locat-
ed at 126 Leilanis Lane 
in Norwich, NY.

No service days will 
be New Years Day, 
Memorial Day, 4th 
of July, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas.

Additional informa-
tion regarding routes, 
schedules, and fares can 
be found at the County’s 
website: www.chenan-
gocountyny.gov/702/
Public-Transportation.

Continued from page 1

Public transportation returns to Chenango County -

New York spring burn ban now in effect
REBECCA LAIBOWITZ  

GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

The NYS annual spring burn ban is in eff ect from March 16 to May 14. There is 
an increased risk of wildfi re as dead vegetation becomes exposed through snow 
melting. Pictured are NYS Forest Rangers who will be responding to reports of 
forest fi res. (Submitted Photo by DEC)
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AUDREY LOY PALMER GREGORY
Audrey Loy Palmer Gregory, 89, of Morris, passed away after a short illness 

on Thursday, March 5, 2026. Audrey was born on October 1, 1936, daughter 
of the late LeRoy and Laura (Eldred) Palmer. On July 16, 1960, she married 
Dr. Peter Burnham Gregory at Zion Episcopal Church in Morris, NY.

A lifelong Otsego County resident, Audrey was aptly born in Welcome, 
NY, a portent of the spirit in which she would live the rest of her life: she 
welcomed simply everyone. Audrey graduated from Morris Central School in 
1953, whereupon she entered the nursing program at Hartwick with a goal of 
traveling the world as a flight attendant. However, her aspirations were cut 
short by scarlet fever, and her life took a different path.

In her early adult life, Audrey worked as a shop girl at Bresee’s Department 
Store, then became a telephone operator for Ma Bell. Following her marriage, 
Audrey became a partner in The Gatehouse Antiques in 1966, and through 
that business her lifelong devotion to historic preservation was ignited. She 
was deeply entrenched in her family history, passing on from her own father 
such brilliant witticisms as “Here’s your hat, what’s your hurry?”, “Did you 
walk to school or carry your lunch?”, and the Palmer family mantra, “Use it 
up, wear it out, make it do, or do without.” At others, she snickered but did 
not repeat because they were inappropriate.

Audrey’s interest in history, in particular antiques, was paralleled only by 
her lifelong love of travel. Although her ambition to travel independently 
was dashed, she and her husband Peter managed to visit more countries 
than can be counted on two hands. Their tours to Africa, Asia and countless 
American and European countries were a constant source of wonder and joy. 
Audrey and Peter also organized several family trips and vacations (never 
forgetting to include tours of historic homes for the edification of their chil-
dren, and every historic church she could find for the edification of Peter’s 
soul) and loved to share in this planning with friends who became family, 
Ted and Lois Hopkins.

Audrey dedicated herself to her community as a 4H leader, a member of 
the Butternut Valley Garden Club, and an active and enthusiastic member of 
Zion Episcopal Church. Through Zion, Audrey served on the vestry, as chair 
of the Building and Grounds committee for many years, as Sunday School 
Superintendent, as a member of the Altar Guild, as a leader of the Memorial 

Committee, and as a Food Pantry coordinator. 
She was an avid gardener, active not only in the 
Butternut Valley Garden Club, but as a well-re-
spected judge and coordinator of Garden Club 
events throughout New York State.

Audrey loved nothing in the world as much as 
her friends and family, and delighted in every 
visitor who ever appeared at her doorstep. Having 
been born in Welcome, it was second nature to 
Audrey to help every person who crossed her path 
feel comfortable and appreciated. She was the 
quintessential hostess, with careful attention to 
every detail and careful thought for every guest. 
We are forever better for having been welcomed 
by her in every way.

Audrey was predeceased by her devoted husband Peter; her parents, LeRoy 
and Laura; her brother Fred; her son John; and her daughter-in-law Angela 
Hailey-Gregory. She is survived by her children Stacia (Gary) Norman of 
Morris and James (Maggie) Gregory of Oxford; her grandchildren, Galina 
and Roman Norman, Sara and Rowan Gregory, and Hannah Dorsey; and 
her great-grandson, Grayson Bard. She is also survived by her sister Sharon 
(Charles) Bosco of Morris and their children Mark, Pablo and Soraya; her 
brother James (Regina) Palmer of Hartwick, and their son Orion; her niec-
es and nephews Elissa, Brayton, Matthew, Briggin, and Lydia; and by her 
extended Hopmorehousenco family.

Calling hours will be held at the Johnston & Stanimer Funeral Home, 60 
Broad Street, Morris on Monday, March 9 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Her funer-
al service will be held on Tuesday, March 10 at 2:00 pm at Zion Episcopal 
Church, 158 E. Main St., Morris, NY 13808. Burial will be this spring at 
Hillington Cemetery in Morris.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Zion Episcopal Church 
Buildings and Grounds Fund, Morris, or the Morris Historical Society.

Audrey’s family as entrusted her care to Edd Stanimer of the Johnston & 
Stanimer Funeral Home in Morris. Online condolences can be made by vis-
iting www.johnstonfh.com.

OBITUARY

TOWN OF BURLINGTON 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

FUEL BIDS: APRIL 2026–APRIL 2027
The Town Board of the Town of Burlington will receive sealed 
bids on the following until 7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 14, 2026. 
Sealed Fuel Bids may be mailed to: 6011 St. Hwy. 51, Burlington 
Flats, NY 13315 or hand delivered to the Town Clerk’s Office in 
the Burlington Municipal Building or to the Highway Department 
at 293 Norton Road during business hours or put in our drop box. 
Bids may also be dropped off in person before the start of the 
meeting at 7:00 PM.

FUEL BID SPECIFICATIONS

ULTRA LOW SULFUR DIESEL FUEL
60/40 BLEND DURING WINTER MONTHS NOV.-MARCH

#2 HEATING OIL (MUNICIPAL BUILDING)

PROPANE FOR THE HIGHWAY GARAGE 
(THE BUILDING IS HEATED WITH PROPANE)

(BE ADVISED THE TOWN OWNS THE TANKS AT THE 
HIGHWAY GARAGE. THE TOWN WOULD LIKE AN 
ANNUAL INSPECTION OF THE TANKS FROM THE 

AWARDED BIDDER.)

GASOLINE

Bidders MUST be able to DELIVER WITHIN 3 HOURS 
NOTICE. All bids must be submitted in writing in a sealed 
envelope marked “FUEL BID”. Bids will be opened at the 
regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, April 14, 2026. 

Questions can be directed to Highway Superintendent Jason Rous 
at 607-965-8947 M-F 6:00 AM -2:30 PM. The Town Board 
reserves the right to reject ANY and ALL BIDS. 

Deborah Wengert, Town Clerk
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The Early Files  by Peggy Finnegan
WEEK #12

FORTY YEARS AGO
March 19, 1986

Glorious summer 
weather resulted in 
water running in all 
directions. A week of 
heavy rains brought 
the Unadilla onto many 
lawns.

Rose Ellis is purchas-
ing the double home of 
Art McKenna.

Mr. and Mrs. Ballard 
Miller celebrated their 
40th anniversary as 
guests of their family at 
Cathedral Farms.

 
FIFTY YEARS AGO

March 18, 1976
Fred Shaver took a 

load of youngsters 
roller skating in West 
Burlington for a happy 
time for all ages.

Marjorie Poole was a 
quiet, sincere Christian 
woman whose passing 
leaves an empty space 
in the circle of family 
and friends.

Bryan Johnson was 
an overnight guest of his 
friend, Andy Fairchild.

MEN’S LEISURE 
SUITS Styles by 
Wrights. Pants $14, 
jacket $21. New Berlin 
Clothes Shop

 
SIXTY YEARS AGO

March 25, 1966
Residents are enjoy-

ing the signs of spring, 
seeing robins and early 
crocus.

A short circuit in the 
fuse box at the NBCS 
closed school at 11:00 
am Friday as the cur-
rent was shut off.

Friends and relatives 
honored Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon Gray on their 30th 
anniversary.

Mr. and Mrs. Murray 
Benjamin moved to 
their maple sugar camp.

Only  one person out 
of 100 in Finland is 
illiterate. 

 
EIGHTY YEARS 

AGO

March 20, 1946
We are enjoying 

pleasant spring weather 
much before it is due. 
We hope the preview 
is as good as the main 
event.

Only 23 votes were 
cast in the village elec-
tion.

Walter Elliott is 
back on the farm and 
Kenneth Patrick will 
live in the house.

Since her mar-
riage, Mary Friar 
Horton spent her life 
on Columbus Hill. She 
was a devoted wife and 
mother.

Ralph Beardslee shot 
a fox which attacked 
him while he was hunt-
ing crows. The animal 
approached unnoticed 
and bit his boot before 
he shot him.

Cars driven by 
Herbert Larson and 
P.W. Ferris collided in 
the No. Edmeston road 
and were badly dam-
aged.

With donations of a 
dollar from all sports-
men in the county, it 
will be possible to have 
a central game-rearing 
station.

 
NINETY YEARS 

AGO
March 19, 1936

Flocks of robins have 
been seen. They look 
like the “smile on an old 
friend’s face.”

Only 12 votes were 
cast in the village elec-
tion.

Gaining entrance to 
Taranto’s store through 
a skylight, robbers loot-
ed the establishment of 
$165 in cash.

Mrs. Libby Stone, 
wife of Dwight Stone, 
was a woman of sterling 
character, a loving wife 
and mother.

Don Lidell was in 
Columbus one day 
recently.

Harry Bice gathered 
1,001 eggs Thursday 

from his flock of 1,550 
hens.

V.T. Foster tapped his 
maples along the road-
side and had a splendid 
run of sap to boil.

Floyd Wilcox sold his 
hens.

Water overflowed 
the banks of  Aunt Pat 
Brook and river and 
the Gaffney Church 
and Nelson places are 
surrounded. The river 
almost reached the 
floor of the new bridge 
on Lake street, but the 
village brook behaved 
nicely.

A woodchuck ven-
tured forth at Early 
Sunrise farm and was 
immediately captured 
by the dog.

 
HUNDRED YEARS 

AGO
March 19, 1926

Where is the man 
who prophesied an 
open winter?

Unusual interest was 
manifested at the vil-
lage election due to 
the proposition to pur-
chase a motor triple 
combination truck for 
the fire department. Of 
189 votes cast, 174 were 
affirmative, 10 neg-
ative, 3 spoiled and 1 
void.

Clara Bootman Welch 
left the use of nearly 
her entire estate to her 
husband, former Judge 
U.G. Welch, who may 
use both principal and 
interest as he desires.

Everyone is as God 
made him, and some-
times a great deal 
worse. Cervantes

Miss Otis is enter-
taining the flu at her 
home.

We do not believe 
mail order installment 
buying is a good thing.

While working in the 
woods on Frank Jones’ 
farm. Fred McNitt 
was attracted by some 
unusual sounds. To his 
amazement he saw two 

large bears snarling at 
each other and playing 
around a tree.

It would be a good 
idea for the U.S. to 
annex Ireland so we can 
raise our own police-
men.

Miss Griselda 
Spurr was in Utica on 
Saturday.

Preparations are 
being made for maple 
sugaring as soon as it 
warms up at all. Quite 
a number of bushes are 
to be worked more than 
usual. 

Why is it that U.S. 
auto tires sell for 25% 
less in England than 
they do here?

Mark VanSteinberg 
fell from his wagon and 
had the misfortune to 
crack a rib.

Mrs. Bertha Webb 
is a new victim of the 
grippe.

Geno Rogers and 
Horace Roberts had 
their houses wired for 
electricity. C.W. Belden 
is doing the work.

Letters praising the 
military advantages of 
the proposed all-Amer-
ican canal between 
Lake Ontario and the 
Hudson river stirred up 
flurries in Washington.

 
110 YEARS AGO
March 18, 1916

News is very scarce 
this week. Everyone is 
snow-bound and still 
the snow keeps falling. 
At present the depth of 
accumulated snow is 
32.5 inches.

Shirley Talbot lost his 
four-year old colt.

The amount of snow 
that has fallen in the 
past few days brings to 
mind the great blizzard 
of 1888.

Mrs. H.H. Williams 
has had electric lights 
placed in her home.

Three first-growth 
pines were cut on an 
Otsego county farm 
and scaled 6,000 feet 
of clear lumber.

Over 100 friends 
of Mrs J. C. Babcock 
thoughtfully recognized 
her 83rd birthday with 
a postal card shower.

A record low price 
for hops was made at 
Cooperstown when one 
grower disposed of his 
for 2c a pound. He had 
been offered 33c in 
1914.

George Dopp is con-
fined to the house with 
an attack of grippe and 
bronchitis.

The Sherburne mail 
carrier walked to 
the Center from Earl 
Clapp’s and M. Prentice 
drove straight up from 
New Berlin and over to 
the Shawler Creek road, 
returning the same way.

The wagon shed 
attached to Irvin 
Adams’ barn collapsed, 
demolishing several 
cutters and wagons.

Joe Grant moved 
into George Jennison’s 
tenant house, vacated 
by Will Ashley, who has 
moved to the Almanson 
Phillips’ farm on Great 
Brook. John Moore 
moved from C. Howe’s 
house to Miss Edith 
Chapin’s house, vacat-
ed by Tracy Moore, 
who moved into Leafy 
Matteson’s house. 
Eugene Morse and Allie 
Lamb have each moved 
their families into the 
Hoboken Hotel.

Edison Amberol 
Records and pho-
nographs for sale at 
Kneeland’s. If you want 
a talking machine of 
any make, see us about 
it.

Businesses invited to connect 
with future employees 

NORWICH -  DCMO 
BOCES is inviting local 
businesses and industry 
professionals to partici-
pate in Applications Day 
2026 on Tuesday, March 
31, from 12:00 to 2:00 
p.m. at the Alan D. Pole 
Campus in Norwich. This 
event connects businesses 
with Career and Technical 
Education students and 
adult learners who are 
preparing to enter the 
workforce. Participating 
businesses will have the 

opportunity to meet stu-
dents, review resumes, 
and assist with applica-
tions for full-time, part-
time, or summer employ-
ment.

Businesses will be sta-
tioned in program-relat-
ed classrooms and are 
encouraged to bring infor-
mation about open posi-
tions and employment 
applications. Electronic 
applications are welcome.

Our campus offers 13 
Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) train-
ing programs that pre-
pare students to enter 
the workforce after high 
school.

Businesses can register 
using this form: https://
f o r m s . g l e / C 8 T 
J9D4kW8qmTrM28

For more information, 
please contact Sonnet 
Constable, Work-Based 
Learning Coordinator, at 
607-335-1415.

— Information from 
DCMO BOCES
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WORD SEARCHCROSSWORD

AIRING
DECLUTTER
DEEP-CLEAN
DETOXIFY
DISINFECT
DONATIONS
DUSTING
FRESH

HOME
LABELING
LAUNDRY
MAINTENANCE
MINIMALISM
MOPPING
ORGANIZE
POLISH

PURGE
RECYCLING
RENEWAL
SANITIZE
SCRUBBING
SORTING
STORAGE
VACUUM

Solutions:

SUDOKU
Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. 
This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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The Chenango County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment held their annual awards ceremo-
ny on Friday March 6. Offi  cers and de-
partment employees were awarded for 
their dedicated and outstanding service 
to the community. Deputy Tyler White 
was awarded Offi  cer of the Year. (Sub-
mitted photo)

At the 2026 Chenango County Sheriff s 
Awards, Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner 
Carrie Edick, received the award for Ci-
vilian of the year for her contributions 
to the behavioral health services at the 
agency. She was said to have greatly im-
proved access and delivery of these ser-
vices. (Submitted photo)

The 34th annual Chenango County Sheriff ’s awards ceremony took place last Fri-
day at the Northeast Classic Car Museum. Lieutenant Tracy Rotundo was pre-
sented the most prestigious award, the Sheriff  Joseph J. Benenati Jr. Award rec-
ognizing her 25 years of dedication and outstanding service to the community. 
(Submitted photo)

  Chenango County Sheriff’s Offi ce recognizes dedication and 
service to the community at awards ceremony

REBECCA LAIBOWITZ  
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

NORWICH - The 
Chenango County 
Sheriff’s Office held its  
34th annual awards cer-
emony at the Northeast 
Classic Car Museum last 
week, on Friday March 
6, to recognize officers 
and civilians alike, for 
their dedicated and out-
standing service to the 
community.

The Chenango County 
Sheriff’s Office has 
served the community 
24 hours a day for the 
last 228 years, since the 
year 1798. This awards 
ceremony was started to 
give credit to those who 
work diligently day in 
and day out to keep the 
agency moving forward.

“For me, I think 
what’s important is  
everyone deserves an 
award. There’s so many 
people that work hard 
every year, officers, par-
ticularly in corrections, 
working a lot of over-
time. The 911 center 
faces challenges with the 
CAD system going down 
or failing. We have to get 
that back up and run-
ning. That’s the nerve 
center for all public 
safety response, wheth-
er it has to do with law 
enforcement, fire, EMS, 
the corrections division, 
the civil division, every-
thing that’s kind of our 
information system, the 
CAD system. They’ve 
been dealing with that. 
The law enforcement, 
they’re out on the front 
lines every day. They 
work hard and they do 
a tremendous job going 
through all the posi-
tive and the negatives 
that are out there,” said 
Sheriff Ernest Cutting 
Jr.

The Sheriff’s Offie is 
made of four divisions, 
law enforcement, cor-
rections, communica-
tions, and civil. People 
are nominated to receive 
awards out of each divi-
sion, except civil but 
an award will be start-
ed for them next year. 
After receiving nomina-
tions the Sheriff holds 
several awards commit-
tee meetings to discuss 
facts and circumstances 
surrounding each nom-
inee. 

This year they gave 
out the usual awards 
of Officer of the Year, 
Perfect Attendance, 
and Firearms, but they 
also gave the Sergeant 

Michael R. Friot Award 
and the Joseph J. 
Benenati Jr. Award. 

Michael Friot was a 
sergeant at the sheriff’s 
office and a dedicated 
corrections officer, who 
sadly passed from an 
illness. According to 
Under Sheriff Dustin 
Smietana, “It was just, 
no matter what, he 
worked here until the 
moment he couldn’t 
work here. And he put 
in 100 percent every 
day. He came early. He 
stayed late. He showed 
up on his days off just to 
help out this agency. So 
we look for that individ-
ual every year that goes 
above and beyond.” 

This year that person 
was Correction Officer 
Gregory Burlingame.

The Sheriff Joe 
Benenati award is one 
that is highly deliber-
ated before given out 
and not always award-
ed each year, only when 
the Sheriff personal-
ly selects someone he 
finds deserving. 

According to 
Smietana, “He exempli-

fied what it is of pub-
lic trust, service above 
self. And we look for an 
employee every year. It 
could be any division 
within this facility.”

This year the Benenati 
award was given to 
Lieutenant Tracy 
Rotundo. Rotundo 
oversees the entire 
correctional divisions 
and facility mainte-
nance. She has served 
a 25 year long career 
at the Chenango County 
Sheriff’s Department 
and it was said by 
Undersheriff Smietanta 
that, “she’s given a lot 
of effort into this place 
to bring it where it is 
today.”

When it comes to 
the Officer of the Year 
awards Smietana 
relayed, “It’s some-
body that stood out. 
They had a great year. 
And it doesn’t mean 
they arrested the most 
people. It’s not a met-
rics-based award. It’s a 
totality of them work-
ing in the community 
and the level of service 
they’ve given back to the 

community. It’s what 
matters to us the most.”

The awards for Officer 
of the Year were given 
to Correction Officer 
Brittney Fahringer, 
Public Safety Dispatch 
Kenneth Ulrich, Deputy 
Tyler White, and 
Civilian Carrie Edick. 

The Civilian of the 
Year Award for Edick 
was given for her major 
contribution to the 
agency providing behav-
ioral health services. 
Smietana describes 
working with her as a 
“breath of fresh air” 
and that she has greatly 
improved the accessibil-
ity of these services at 
the agency. 

The other awards pre-

sented at the ceremony 
included those for Most 
Improved and Perfect 
Attendance. 

“There’s people that 
have worked their entire 
year here with overtime. 
Because, listen, some 
of our divisions aren’t 
fully staffed, so people 
are working overtime 
to cover the posts and 
the workload that has to 
be taken up. And they 
didn’t take a single day 
off other than vacation 
day or personal leave 
day or something. They 
never called in sick. 
They’ve shown up to 
work every day they’re 
supposed to be here,” 
said Smietanan.

The  Per fect 
Attendance awards 
were given to the 
Cook Theresa Cook, 
Deputy Michael Smith, 
Deputy Sergeant Chad 
O’Hara, Deputy Tyler 
White, Corporal Robert 
Patterson, and Deputy 
Bruce Winter. 

Most improved is an 
award reserved for the 
recognition of newer 
officers who have 
through time made 
major strides in their 
performance and train-
ing. This year they rec-
ognized Deputy Michael 
Smith and Corrections 
Office Sean Donohue. 

Firearms awards were 
also presented. This 
award recognizes the 
highest scores received 
on a yearly qualification 
that the agency does for 
corrections and patrol 
officers. In patrol first 
place was Sergeant 
Nathen Warner, second 
Deputy Korbin Neudel, 
and third Deputy Kyle 
Hinman. For correc-
tions Sergeant Robert 
Sickmond, Corrections 
Officer Wayne Root, 
and Corrections Officer 
Bryce Abbott.

Most of the awards 
were presented by 
Sheriff Cutting and oth-
ers by Division repre-
sentatives, Lieutenant 
Jeff Barton from patrol, 
Lieutenant Tracy 
Rotundo from correc-
tions, and George Finch 

from communications.
“We’re not perfect. 

We’re pursuing excel-
lence. We can always 
be better. We’re always 
looking to be better. 
And that’s what ties 
into being an accredited 
agency,” Smietana said.

The sheriff’s depart-
ment state accredita-
tion demonstrates a 
commitment to con-
stant improvement. 
They work diligent-
ly to stay updated on 
new law enforcement 
technology, laws and 
regulations, and train-
ing techniques. This 
year the department is 
working towards updat-
ing the computer-aid-
ed dispatching (CAD) 
software and system to 
replace the current one 
which is over 20 years 
old. The upgrade to digi-
tal communications will 
improve emergency ser-
vices and law enforce-
ment communications 
across the county.

“A lot of our job is 
to connect people with 
unmet needs with the 
resources that are pro-
vided within the coun-
ty structure,” said 
Smietana who expressed 
that their major concern 
is helping citizens with-
in this community. 

“We appreciate the 
public. We know there’s 
a lot of support. On the 
other hand, we’re there 
for the public. They 
come first. Public safe-
ty comes first. We work 
hard every day, day in 
and day out to continue 
to try to be the most 
efficient and cost effec-
tive we can and supply 
tremendous service. 
It’s not always per-
fect. We’re not perfect. 
We’re humans, but we 
try to improve every day 
and every year,” said 
Cutting.

Soup and sandwich luncheon offered at 
Gilbertsville New Life Fellowship Hall, 

Baptist Church
GILBERTSVILLE-A 

soup sampler luncheon 
with sandwiches will be 
held on Saturday, March 
21 from 11:30 a.m. to 

1 p.m. at the New Life 
Fellowship Hall, Baptist 
Church, Commercial 
Street, Gilbertsville.  The 
menu will feature a vari-

ety of about 10  soups to 
sample, chili, sandwich-
es and cake for dessert. 
Eat in or take out with a 
free will offering.  
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SHERBURNE – On 
March 4, three teams 
from Sherburne-
Earlville attend-
ed the New York 
State Vex Robotics 
Championships, com-
peting amongst 67 other 
northern New York State 
teams. 

When the competition 
was over, Sherburne-
Earlville juniors Blake 
Smith and Avery 
Solloway walked away 
with the championship 
and a spot at the world 
finals in St. Louis. 

The Sherburne-
Earlville School District 
celebrated the win with 
a parade in honor of the 
students on Monday 
afternoon.  

VEX Robotics is a 
middle school and high 
school robotics compe-
tition with more than 
20,000 teams in 50 
countries playing world-
wide. Each year, a new 
engineering challenge is 
presented and students 
have to design, build and 
program a robot that can 
complete the tasks. This 
year’s task challenged 
students to find a way 
to pick up plastic blocks, 
load them into goals. 
The round starts with an 
autonomous period in 
which the robots have to 
be able to operate with-
out being controlled by 
students.

This year, Sherburne 
had 10 students compete 
on three different teams. 
All three teams qualified 
for the state competi-
tion. 

“SE’s robotics is not 

just a club, it also has 
an attached dedicated 
class that starts in the 
middle school and feeds 
into the program. The 
team gets 40 minutes 
of class time every day, 
and sometimes more 
when students come in 
during lunch and study 

halls, as well as 2 hours 
or more of after school 
time just about every 
day,” explained robotics 
teacher Wesley Macker. 

Macker and club advi-
sor Jon Ryan, attributed 
the success of the pro-
gram to the dedication 

of the students. 
“Blake and Avery are 

also trisport athletes, 
they are very short on 
time. Many of the other 
members do at least one 
sport or other club activ-
ities,” Ryan said. “This 
is a huge commitment. 

You have to pick that 
you want to be there. 
These kids come in 
over breaks and during 
summer vacation. They 
choose to do this.”

Solloway has partici-
pated in robotics since 
8th grade. In her first 
year, her team automat-
ically qualified to go to 
Worlds. “There were 
3 teams competing as 
middle schoolers, and 
there were three slots 
for middle school teams 
to go to worlds,” Macker 
and Ryan explained, 
but they added that the 
team was deserving of 
the opportunity.   Last 
year, the team was just 
three points away from 
qualifying for worlds.

Smith is in his third 
year of robotics, but he 
is no stranger to the 
competition. His older 
brother Brayden Smith 
was a founding member 
of Sherburne’s robotics 
team and was giving the 
Amaze Award, a judges 
award which was given 
to him at states for hav-
ing a consistently high 
scoring robot, his first 
year.    

“The most challenging 
part of robotics is defi-
nitely problem solving 
and overcoming chal-
lenges,” Smith said. In 
a typical robotics com-
petition, once teams are 
ranked they pick alliance 
partners who they will 
be teamed with for the 
duration of the compe-
tition. “I really like the 
teamwork aspect of it. 
Getting to work random 
other schools and shar-
ing ideas,” Smith said.

For Solloway, the best 
part of robotics is getting 

to be creative and prob-
lem solve. “The most 
challenging part is com-
municating how we want 
the robot to function and 
look in a way that makes 
sense to both of us.”

“Robotics isn’t just 
for nerds,” Smith said., 
“There’s a bunch of dif-
ferent aspects and roles 
that are needed to com-
plete a team.” Smith 
plans to go to college 
for engineering and use 
what he has learned in 
robotics to help him get 
there.

“Our program is a 
wonderful way for kids 
to be creative, build con-
nections as a team and 
with others, and help 
guide a path for their 
future if they aren’t quite 
sure what they want to 
do. Not only by intro-
ducing them to engi-
neering, but also talking 
with others and learning 
about other things they 
may be interested in,” 
Solloway said. Solloway 
hopes to pursue nursing 
post graduation, but she 
hopes to continue with 
robotics as a hobby or a 
side project.

Smith and Solloway 
will compete in the VEX 
World Championships 
April 21-24 in St. Louis. 
Fundraising is current-
ly in progress to raise 
money to support the 
trip. SUNY Morrisville’s 
STEP Program has 
actively helped the pro-
gram. A bottle drive and 
other fundraising activ-
ities are being sched-
uled as well. Anyone 
wishing to help support 
Sherburne robotics can 
email ryanj@seonline.
org.

Sherburne-Earlville juniors win NY State Robotics 
Championship

The Sherburne-Earlville 
Robotics Team, juniors 
Blake Smith and Avery 
Solloway, center, with 
robotics teacher Wesley 
Macker and club advi-
sor Jon Ryan, won the 
NY State Championship 
and earned a spot at the 
world fi nals in St. Louis. 
The S-E School District 
celebrated the success 
of the team with a parade 
this week.  at the school 
yesterday. (Submitted 
photo)

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR

Congratulations to both Bainbridge-Guilford senior Ryan Larsen and Sidney/Unatego freshman Stacy Tuttle  
on competing in the 2026 NYSPHSAA Bowling Championships. (Submitted photos)

B-G’s Larsen and 
SID/UN’s Tuttle 

compete at bowling 
states

SYRACUSE — The 
2026 NYSPHSAA bowl-
ing championships were 
held over the weekend 
at AMF Syracuse Lanes, 
featuring Bainbridge-
Guilford senior Ryan 
Larsen and Sidney/
Unatego freshman Stacy 
Tuttle. 

Tuttle finished 25th 

in the girls’ division II 
standings, where she 
came away with a total 
score of 975 with a high 
game of a 184.

Larsen ended his final 
bowling season with a 
26th place finish in the 
Boys’ division II with a 
total score of 1141 with 
his highest game of a 
224. 

Congratulations to 
both Stacy and Ryan. 

BY JESSICA BENSON
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER
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B-G hosts Section IV Badminton/Table Tennis championship; 
Bobcats win fi rst title since 1993

BAINBRIDGE —
The Bainbridge-
Guilford Bobcats host-
ed the 2026 Section 
IV Badminton/Table 
Tennis Championship 
on Saturday, March 9 at 
the Bainbridge-Guilford 
High School. 

The event fea-
tured nine teams: 
B-G, Afton, Norwich, 
Sidney, Windsor, Vestal, 
Watkins Glen, Deposit, 
and Maine-Endwell, and 
had a total of 65 athletes 
competing on the day. 

The Bainbridge-
Guilford Bobcats won 
the 2026 Badminton 
Table Tennis Sectional 
title, which is named 
after Larry Hynes, for 
the first time since 1993, 
noted Coach, coordina-
tor, and MC of the day, 
Israel Lorimer.

Also, this win marks 
the eighth sectional title 
in the program’s history. 

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s , 
Bobcats, who won with 
a total score of 31 points 
overall.

Sidney finished sec-
ond with 24 points 
with Windsor in third 
(16 points), Norwich in 
fourth with 13 points, 
and Afton tied for sev-
enth with Deposit with 
one point. 

Watkins Glen, who fin-
ished sixth, won the Jody 
Hughes Sportsmanship 

award. 
B-G’s mixed doubles 

partners Davis Barnard 
and Jayslin Henderson 
won the doubles’ Paul 
Gerlamo Awards for 
being the Outstanding 
Badminton players. 

BADMINTON:
B-G’s Breanna Casey 

won the Badminton girls’ 
singles as Norwich’s 
Riley Wolford came in 
second.

Norwich’s Joey Hall 
came in fourth place 
in the boys’ singles as 
Sidney’s Gabe Cirigliano 
won overall.

B-G’s Beckett 
Longwell took second in 
the boys’ singles. 

Norwich’s Josh 
Lindridge and Connor 
White defeated B-G’s 
Keegan Milk and Ben 
Porter in the boys’ dou-
bles badminton finals to 
come out on top. 

Norwich’s Mia Tang 
and Paulina He took sec-
ond in the girls’ doubles 
as the Bobcats’ Merren 
Lorimer and Brooklinn 

Hall came in third place. 
Jayslin Henderson 

and Davis Barnard won 
the mixed doubles for the 
Bobcats with Norwich’s 
Troy Schack coming 
away with a third place 
finish as a solo after his 
mixed doubles partner 
could not play. 

Afton’s Makenna 
Schultz and Marcus 
Chavis picked up the 
team’s lone point with 
a fourth place finish in 
mixed doubles. 

Table Tennis:
While Badminton took 

place in the main gym, 
table tennis took place 
downstairs and finished 
early before Badminton 
officially got finished 
with pool play. 

B-G’s Laeni Baldwin 
earned the victory in 
girls’ singles while 
Abbagayle Fitzgerald 
and Marissa Mayo won 
the girls’ table tennis 
doubles and brother and 
sister duo, Alessandra 
Cafasso and brother 
Anthony Cafasso won 

the mixed doubles to 
sweep three out of four 
Bobcat victories. 

Harpo Hardt and Elias 
Ohlman finished second 
in the boys’ table tennis 

doubles behind a good 
Windsor team. 

Great job to all.

Congratulations to the Bainbridge-Guilford Bobcats, who won the 2026 Badminton /Table Tennis Sectional 
title, which is named after Larry Hynes, for the fi rst time since 1993. (Submitted Photo)

Congratulations to the Bainbridge-Guilford Bobcats table tennis winners: Antho-
ny Cafasso, Alessandra Cafasso, Abbagayle Fitzgerald, Marissa Mayo, and Laeni 
Baldwin. (Submitted photo)

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR

B-G’s Harpo Hardt and Elias Ohlman fi nished second 
in the boys’ table tennis doubles behind a good Wind-
sor team. (Photo by Morgan Golliver)

Norwich’s Josh Lindridge 
and Connor White de-
feated B-G’s Keegan Milk 
and Ben Porter in the 
boys’ doubles badminton 
fi nals to come out on top 
(Photo by Morgan Golliv-
er)
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40 lb. 
Black Oil 
Sunflower 
Bird Seed

��������

WOW!

$2350
EACH

Many other mixes available.
Stop in or call for pricing.

SUET CAKES
Orange - Peanut 

 Birds Blend - Berry - Apple

.99¢

OR

$2000
EACH 

When 
you buy 
2+ more

11 oz.

ONLY

When you buy 12+ 

“To Overlook The Little Things In Life, Is To Miss The 
Biggest Part.”

“Local” to Weaver’s Farm Market is Otsego and adjoining Counties

Payment Payment 
Cash Or Cash Or 
Check - Check - 

No Credit No Credit 
CardsCards

1272 East Side Rd., 

MORRIS NY 13808 
607-263-2030 
Hours: Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday and MondayOPEN

YEAR-

ROUND

DELI SPECIALS 

• JFM Rotisserie Chicken 
Breast................................$5.99 lb.

• JFM Cooked Ham...............$3.99 lb.
• JFM NY Extra Sharp White 

Cheddar Cheese.................$4.99 lb.
• JFM Provolone Cheese........$3.99 lb.3/17/26 - 3/28/26

GROCERY SALE

10+ 
different 
flavors to 
choose 
from!

Mrs. Miller’s Egg 
Noodles - 14 to 16 oz.

Buy Two for Only $7

NY GROWN CHEMICAL FREE 
BEETS & CARROTS - 25 lb. bags...$35

Driscoll’s Strawberries - 1 lb.....$2.99 ea.

PRODUCE SALE

Customer 
Favorite!

A division of Countryside Management Corp.

(800) 411-FUEL or 
(518) 853-4399

150 Gallon Minimum. The above prices are 
subject to change. Call today for current price. 
All deliveries are made COD. We accept 
MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Discover, 
Cash and Checks.  *Prices subject to change.

FUEL OIL & DIESEL
KEROSENE

Call For Current Pricing
or go to

www.Countrysidefuels.com

A division of Countryside Management Corp.

Kitchens • Baths • Countertops • Windows • Flooring
Docks • Railing • Fencing • Decking • Awnings

Phone: 607-843-9834
Fax: 607-843-2526
fabershome@frontier.com

116 Warn Pond Rd.
Oxford, NY 13830

Faithful Friends Pet Crematory, Inc.

and SonPeachey

Renovations
Quality Amish Craftmanship

All phases of Interior and Exterior Renovations
• Siding • Roofing • Additions

• Decking: New or Repairs

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Shem Peachey 
315-983-2315

SMOKEY’S ROOFING LLC
We specialize in metal and shingle 

roofs.  We also take care of your 
roof repairs and chimney repairs.  

Don’t take care of just one 
problem, take care of them both 

with one call...

Contact Jake at

518-423-7496
smokeysroofing25@gmail.com

Quality and Customer 
Satisfaction is our

#1 Top Priority

Fully 
Insured

Jennison Fuels
WE ACCEPT 

HEAP
Locally Owned 

& Operated OFFERING
• Kerosene • Diesel • Fuel Oil • Gasoline

100 gallon minimum for all deliveries
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Call Us For A Competitive Price Quote Today!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Winter Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm; Sat. 8 am-12 pm; Closed Sun.
Available 24/7 at 315-855-5020

107 Burrows Rd., West Winfield, NY • Owner: Wayne Jennison

94 North Main Street, New Berlin 

607-847-6911AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES , LLC

STAGE’S

STAGE’S AUTO SPECIAL

Lube/Oil/Filter 
Offer good up to 

5 quarts of oil. Tax excluded.

$3495ONLY

• Brake Service • Tune Ups • Transmission Service 

• Lube, Oil, Filter • Muffler Work 

• Servicing All Brands, Foreign & Domestic  

• NYS Inspections • Tires

HONEST, LOCAL, RELIABLE SERVICE

CLIP & SAVE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES , LLC

STAGE’S

*Does not include synthetic oil

*

Randy & Nick Stage, 
Owners

Open Weekdays
 8 am to 5 pm

Professional lawn service:
Fertilization,weed control,
seeding, aeration &mosquito
control. Free quote. Ask about
first application special! 833-
860-0811

RAINBOW
VACUUMS
SERVICE, SUPPLIES, sales.
New and reconditioned. Call
315-525-7232.

SICK & TIRED of
VARICOSE
VEINS?   
If Your Legs Ache, Throb, Itch,
Cramp, Have Rashes, Swelling,
Restlessness, Ulcers, or Clots,
Then It’s Probably a Vein
Problem that can be Treated in
Only Minutes Right in the
Office. Accepting Most
Insurances Including Medicare.
Call 607/431-2525 for Your
Complimentary Leg Vein Exam
and Ultrasound Today. Dr Eric
Dohner at Schweiger
Dermatology Group in Oneonta,
Norwich, Cobleskill and
Binghamton.

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old
vintage guitars! Gibson, Fender,
Martin, Gresch, Rickenbacker,
Epiphone, etc 1930s to 1980s.
Call 1-866-433-8277.

WE ARE OPEN. We service all
makes of lawn equipment and
we pick up. Otego Sales &
Repair 607-988-7859.

WE BUY HOUSES for cash as
is! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer &
get paid. Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-877-5833

YANKEE
CANDLES
LARGEST selection of Yankee
Candles in the area. Check out
our Candle of the Month. Save
20% off at Bartle’s Pharmacy on
the park, Oxford. 607-843-2841.

BUYING ALL SPORTS
collectibles and coins, cards,
autographs & memorabilia. Cash
paid. Yastrzemski Sports, 75
Main Street, Cooperstown. 607-
547-7150.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
Veterans today! Help and
support our Veterans. Fast - free
pick up. 100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
We buy 2002-2018 cars/trucks,
running or not! Nationwide free
pickup! Call 1-888-416-2208.

SKIN
PROBLEMS?
Schweiger Dermatology Group
Specializes in Acne, Rashes,
Moles and Warts. Dermatology
Appointments Now Available!
We Promise to See You the
WEEK You Call! Oneonta,
Norwich, Cobleskill, and
Binghamton. Accepting Most
Insurances Including Medicare.
Call 607/431-2525 Now or visit
SchweigerDerm.com

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY!
TV, internet & voice for 
$99.97/month. Fastest internet.
100 MB per second speed. Free
Primetime on demand.
Unlimited voice. No contracts. 
Call 1-877-338-2315 or visit
http:/tripleplaytoday.com/news.

THE MAGIC CLOSET:  A joint
project of several churches in
Morris providing used clothing
and household. Zion Episcopal
Parish, 162 Main Street, Morris.
Wednesdays and Saturdays
10:00am-noon. Or to make an 
appointment call 607-263-5859
or 607-263-5116.

STEEL SALES
INC
Your source for Steel, Stainless,
Aluminum & More. We also
offer Custom Fabrication, Metal
Roofing & Siding! We are Open
to the Public and located at 8085
State Hwy. 12 Sherburne, NY
13460. For more info call us at
800-238-7833 or 607-674-6363.
Or visit our website at
www.SteelSalesInc.com

THE EDMESTON MUSEUM
Now open Saturdays 9am-noon.
1 North Street, Edmeston, NY

SunSetter. America’s number
one awning! Instant shade at the
touch of a button. Transform
your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
Save$350 today! 1-855-914-
1148

COMPANY
EXPANSION IN
YOUR AREA
CUSTOMER SERVICE and
Assistant Managers. Full
training. If you’re not earning
$25/hour, text your name and
area to 315-864-4017.

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
looking to hire.  Contruction
Worker, General Laborer,
Masonry Worker, Carpenter,
Equipment Operator.  CDL
License a plus but not required. 
Experience helpful but also not
required.  Pay based on
experience. Call 607-965-8413.

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED! 10
day reserch study for couples
over 55 years old. Compensation
up to $220 per couple. Email
tomlinsonlab@colgate.edu.

SEE THE MAN
ANTIQUES AND Collectibles,
54 North Main Street,
Sherburne, NY 607-316-8463.
Buy, sell, trade.

BLACK CAT
ANTIQUES AND
GIFTS
IS A PRIMITIVE and country
mix of old purposeful clutter and
handmades. Handmade
decorations, Warm Glow
Candles and wax melts. 14 East
Main St Earlville, NY
3156915721 Hours Tues-Fri
9:00-4:00 Sat 9:00-2:00 Check
out our Facebook page

WE BUY FARM machinery.
One piece or full line. Frank
Walker, Inc. 607-610-4015
website:
frankwalkerauctions.com.

POLE BARN PACKAGES,
metal roofing & siding. Great
prices. Best in the area!
Homeowners & contractors wel-
come. Mountaintop Enterprises,
2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge,
NY, 607-967-4877.

BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED
House. 33 acres with pond.
Gilbertsville area. Unfinished,
3,000 sq. ft. can be divided
creatively. Nice views, private,
great design. Negotiable. 607-
437-6998.

INTERSTATE HOMES:
Manufactured & Modular home
sales & installation serving NY
& PA. 27 years experience.
View our display models at 2543
State Route 7, Harpursville, NY
13787. 607-693-1632. Web or
Facebook @ interstatehomes.net.

SHERBURNE- GOT SPACES
for warehouses, stores,
manufacturing, low electric
rates. Try me. Jim Webb 607-
316-1525.

SIAMESE Hypoallergenic
kittens, blue point with blue
eyes, get along great with
children and other pets, $500.
Text first please 336-927-2293,
Cobleskill area.

AKC STANDARD
POODLE
PUPPIES
AVAILABLE APRIL 2nd. Tails
docked, dew claws removed, 1st
shots, worming, health
certificates, AKC folder with
registration papers. Call Abbie:
315-528-0932.

A DOLLAR HERE, a dollar
there, get that unused stuff out of
your hair. Place a Pennysaver ad
today!

LOOKING TO BUY property?
Check out our Real Estate ads!

THE PENNYSAVER is on line! 
Check us out at www.pennysaver
online.com – the convenient way
to buy and sell.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING
to do this weekend? Check out
our For The Community page for
local events.
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REAL ESTATE

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

GZ

HOMETOWN
REAL ESTATE

Route 8, PO Box 458
New Berlin, NY 13411

Suzanne E. Nogaret, Broker
PH. (607) 847-8288

CONSTRUCTION

1-800-723-9092 • 315-691-4900
Don’t be fooled by the Name.  
We’re the Best in the Game! 

www.citiscapellc.com 

Block Work to Framing • Sheet Rock 
to Electric • Kitchens to Bathrooms 
• Post Beam to Custom Wood Work 

• Land Clearing to Pond Building 
• Patios to Retaining Walls
and Everything in Between

Call 607-847-6131 To Subscribe Or Place A Classified In The Gazette.

Call the S.P.C.A.
334-9724

PETS

Looking for a new 
pet or have you 

lost a pet?

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

DAKIN 
FUNERAL HOME L.P.

Licensed Manager

Licensed Directors

17 North Main St. 
New Berlin, NY 13411 • (607) 847-6231

 www.dakinfuneralhome.com

Family Owned 
Since 1886

Traditional Funerals
Pre-Arrangements

Cremations 
Monument Sales

LOGS/TIMBER

STORAGE

Co. Rt. 13, 
approximately 1 mile 

outside Morris. 
Call for information 
on your new unit. 

(607) 437-1915

WINDY HAVEN 
STORAGE

UNITS

Edmeston, NY
965-9980 • 965-2176

LIQUID PROPANE

NORTON’S GAS

David & Lisa Norton- Owners

•Home Delivery Service

• 24 hr. Emergency Service

• LP Hot Water & Heating

• Appliances

PLUMBING and HEATING

serving Otsego, Delaware 
and Chenango Counties

- New Gas, Oil & Electric 
Heating System Installation

- Heating System Repairs
& Cleaning

- Water Heater Installation
& Service

- Service Contracts Available
- All Aspects of Plumbing

607-783-2289
www.gilbertph.com

PLUMBING/ SEPTICS

jbslinecleaningandplumbing.com

Specializing in 
Hydrojetting

• New Septic Systems 
• Septic Pumping & Repairs 

• Rotary Line Cleaning 
• Line Location 
• Inline Camera 

• Effluent & Sewage Pump 
Repair & Installation

866-790-4JBS
607-263-9920

ADVERTISING

To place your ad 
in this space call 

The Gazette

GET NOTICED!

607-847-6131

Call Tyler at 607-337-3026

ADVERTISING

E-Mail: tslater@pennysaveronline.com

Tyler Slater
Senior Account 

Executive
Your customer 

service 

representative for 

the Norwich,  

Sidney, Oneonta-

Cooperstown and 

Wharton Valley 

Pennysavers.

DENTISTS

1 0 3  B u r r o w s  R d . ,  S u i t e  1  
W e s t  W i n f i e l d ,  N Y

3 1 5 - 8 2 2 - 4 3 2 1

• General & Preventative Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Endodontics & Periodontics
• Crowns, Bridges & Implants
• Dentures & Partial Dentures

DENTAL ASSOCIATES 

OF WEST WINFIELD

D r .  S t e p h e n  D u d e k ,  D . D . S .
D r .  S u s a n  S e k r e t a ,  D . D . S .

D r .  B r i a n n e  C a r d i l l o ,  D . D . S .

CONTRACTOR

Van Wieren Bros.
–––– CONTRACTING ––––

 • Foundations - ICF (insulated 
concrete forms) and poured 
concrete

 •Excavation - cellars, septic, 
drives, ponds, etc.

 • Buildings - homes, pole 
barns, garages, steel

 •Concrete Products - septic 
tanks, well tile, D-boxes, 
drywells & covers

 • Demolition
Shop & Office:

315-855-4453
136 Fiddlers Green Rd.

West Winfield, NY 13491
Like us on       @vanwierenbroscontracting 

ELECTRICAL

Commercial/Residential
Licensed and Insured

•  N e w  E l e c t r i c  S e r v i c e s
•  U p g r a d e  S e r v i c e  –  m e t e r s
   a n d  p a n e l s
•  R e p a i r s  a n d  r e n o v a t i o n s
•  C a r  C h a r g e r s
•  G e n e r a t o r  –  S a l e s / I n s t a l l s

88 Cortland St., Norwich, NY 13815

607-334-5510
www.westcottelectric.com

PAINTING

Otsego 
Pro Painting

For professional 
results every time!

Tom Cline
41 Years Experience
Serving Otsego and 
Surrounding Counties
315-360-4543
Edmeston

Interior/Exterior
Painting, Staining 
& More

• Fully Insured
• Commercial
• Residential
• EPA (lead) Certified

Financing Options Available

TAX SERVICES

��Payroll Services
��Individual & Business 

Tax Services
��Bookkeeping
��Sales Tax/Quarterly

Reporting
* S e r v i c i o s  b i l i n g u e s  d i s p o n i b l e s *

607-222-7798
B A M B o o k k e e p i n g 2 5 @ g m a i l . c o m

˝

TREE SERVICE

F u l l y  I n s u r e d
 -  T r e e  r e m o v a l ,  t r e e  t r i m m i n g  &  p r u n i n g

-  S u p e r i o r  s e r v i c e  a n d  b u d g e t  f r i e n d l y  o p t i o n s
-  E x p e r t  t r e e  c a r e  a s s e s s m e n t s

Discover the benefits of working with us.

Contact 607-376-1173
for your complimentary estimate. 

Howling Tree LLC 
TREE SERVICE

DIGITAL ADVERTISING

FREE
WEBSITE DEMO
Ask us about an audit 

of your
current website.

IMPACTMARKETINGCONCEPTS.COM
INFO@IMPACTMARKETINGCONCEPTS.COM

607-318-1289
Located in Norwich, NY

518-993-3891
1497 St. Hwy. 163, Canajoharie

NE W T A NK S

Above & Underground

Propane Tanks & Components
 for Complete Hookups. 

A s k  H o w  O w n i n g
Y o u r  O w n  T a n k

W i l l  S a v e  M o n e y

PROPANE TANKS

POWER WASHING

BRANT’S POWER 
WASHING
Residential & Commercial 
Power Washing Services

TERRY BRANT
Owner

Home 607-264-3035
Cell 607-435-2480

branterry19@yahoo.com
922 State Highway 165
Cherry Valley, NY 13320



MARCH 19, 2026 THE GAZETTE 13

TERRY BROWNELL TERRY BROWNELL General Contractor
607-244-6614
TJ BROWNELL TJ BROWNELL 607-201-5180
335 Coontown Mountain Rd.
Edmeston, NY 13335
bthomebuilder@yahoo.com

BROWNELL CONSTRUCTIONBROWNELL CONSTRUCTION

• New Homes 
• Renovations 
• All Aspects of  
   Carpentry

• Decks 
• Garages 
• Free     
   Estimates

BILL LAKE Simplex Modular AgentBILL LAKE Simplex Modular Agent

Douglas E. Rifanburg
Masonry Contractor

Specializing in Total Home Construction

•New Home Construction
•Excavation
•All Aspects of Concrete Work
•Poured Foundations
•Garages •Decks
•Pole Barns •Septic Work
•Chimneys & Fireplaces

FULLY INSURED
Over 30 years of service
Commercial & Residential

Douglas E. Rifanburg
354 Bert White Road
Edmeston, NY 13335

607-965-8413
rifanburg4@aol.com

The Annual Meeting of the
Butternut  Valley

Cemetery Association
Residence of Ann Yurenka

March 30th at 6:30 pm
meeting will be held at 2093 Cty. Hwy 16, 

Burlington Flats

For Members and New Members, A LL A RE  WE LCOME !

TOWN OF BURLINGTON
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

SAND BIDS: APRIL 2026 – APRIL 2027
The Town Board of the Town of Burlington will receive sealed bids 
on the following until 7:00 PM on Tuesday, April 14, 2026. Sealed 
Sand Bids may be mailed to: 6011 St. Hwy. 51, Burlington Flats, NY 

13315 or hand delivered to the Town Clerk’s Office in the Burlington 

Municipal Building or to the Highway Department at 293 Norton Road 

during business hours or put in our drop box. Bids may also be dropped 

off in person before the start of the meeting at 7:00 PM.

SAND BID SPECIFICATIONS

SAND 3/4 IN. MINUS: 0-5,000 YARDS
CLEAN BLACK SAND 1/4 IN. MINUS: 0-2,000 YARDS

3/4 IN. ITEM #4: 0-3,000 YARDS
3/4 IN. CRUSHER RUN: 0-5,000 YARDS

COBBLES: 0-3,000 YARDS
BANK RUN GRAVEL: 0-3,000 YARDS

All Bids must be submitted in writing in a sealed envelope marked 
‘SAND BID”. Bids will be opened at the regular monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, April 14, 2026. 

Questions can be directed to Highway Superintendent Jason Rous at 

607-965-8947 M-F 6:00 AM - 2:30 PM. The Town Board reserves the 

right to reject ANY and ALL BIDS.

Deborah Wengert, Town Clerk

• Mowing & 
Maintenance

• Concrete Paver 
Sidewalks

• Retaining Walls 
• Patios
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Complete 

House Sites

Michael Rifanburg • 607-965-2023
email: rifanburgm74@gmail.com 

Rifanburg’s Lawn &
 Landscapes

BULK MULCH

EXCAVATION

Fully Insured

SPECIAL – LIVE & ONLINE BIDDING
New Imported Equipment & Palletized 
Stone Auction, New MINI Excavators & 

New Mini SSL’s, New Storage Containers, 
New SSL Attach’s Of All Types, Etc. 

Plus: (200+) Pallets Of Pattern, Patio Kits, 
Treads & Landscape Stone Of All Types 

Live Auction at Manasse Auction Yard, 12 Henry St., 

Whitney Point, NY 13862

Wednesday Eve.  March 25, 2026    5:15PM
Auction To Be Held at Manasse Auction Yard, 12 Henry St., Whitney Point, 

NY 13862. Take I-81 To Exit 29 (Formerly Exit 8) To Rt. 26, To 12 Henry St. 

Just Off The North Bound Exit Ramp.  

New AGT/ CFG Mini Excavators & New Mini SSL’s, (2) New 40’ 
Containers, New SSL Attach’s, (200+) Pallets Of Bluestone, Pattern, 

Patio Kits, Fancy Steps, Treads, Pavers, Tumbled Products, 
Broken – Irregular, Landscape Stone, Etc., (200+) 

Live – Onsite Auction w/Live Online Interactive Bidding & Pre-Bidding
Selling New AGT/CFG Mini Excavators, New Mini SSL’s, Rock Crusher, 
Cattle Chutes, (2) 40’ Storage Containers & New SSL Attach’s Of All 
Kinds: (15) New AGT Mini Excavators, Including NT 18K, QK 20R’s, QK 

18R’s, QK 16R’s, HR 15’s, MH 12X’s, Etc., Many With Hyd. Thumbs; 

Attachment Sets For New Mini Excavators; New Mini Tracked SSL’s, Asst. 

Size, Gas Engines. All Have Aux. Hyd’s.; (2) New 40’ Containers w/Side 

Dbl. Doors; Many Other Items; New Easy Kleen Washer: New Easy Kleen 

Gas Powered, Self-Contained, Steam Pressure Washer; SSL Attachments:
Forestry Mulcher, Soil Conditioner, Pallet Forks, Hyd. Post Hole Auger 

Sets, Scarfier Grader, Other items!! 

200+ Pallets Of Stone Including: All Types Of Bluestone & Decorative 

Stone, Something For Everyone!! Fancy 3-Pc Stone Mailbox Column w/2 

Matching Column’s; Many Groups Of Cut – Snapped Edge Steps, Large 

Tumbled Steps, Natural Edge Steps, Pattern/Patio Kits – 1 1/2” And 2”  

Asst. Sizes; Thermaled Pattern 1 1/2” & 2”: Thermaled Treads 2”; 

Tumbled Landscape Pavers; Irregular/Standup- Broken; Tumbled Garden 

Path; Gauged Colonial Wall Stone; Snapped Wall Block; Many Asst. Sizes 

– Full Color; Many Sets Of Fancy Thermaled Cut Steps; Natural Edge 

Nursery Steps; Nursery Benches; Many Tumbled Pavers & Tumbled 

Garden Path; Qty. Of Thermaled Bluestone Patio Kits, 1 1/2” & 2”;  

Tumbled Garden Path; Cut Bluestone 6” Steps; Tumbled & Non-Tumbled 

Drystack Wallstones; Landscape Boulders; Palletized Fieldstone; Nursery 

Steps; Gauged Colonial Wall Stone - Regular; Many Other Asst. Types Of 

Stone – See Pics On Website. 

YOU CAN COME INSPECT STONE ANY DAY AFTER March 16, Normal 
Business Hours.
Palletized Stone: To Be Sold By The Pallet Or By Square Ft. And Take

 The Pallet Full. Selling Terms & Other Pertinent Info Will Be In Detailed 

Catalog, Which Will Be Posted On Our Website at 

www.manasseauctions.com & On www.proxibid.com/manasse. 

Catalog Will Be Posted On Proxibid March 16, Lots Of Detailed Pictures 
Of Auction Products Already Posted On Our Website!!
Terms & Conditions: 13% Buyers Premium Will Be Charged. Payment In 

Full Day Of Auction In Cash, Good Check Or Major Credit Card. 

3% Discount For Payments Made By Cash Or Check. Nothing Removed 

Until Settled For. An Additional 3 % Buyers Premium For Online Bidders. 

Auctioneers Note: Nice Quality Stone Of All Types, Plus Nice Assortment 

Of Excavators, Attach’s, New Containers And SSL Items. Plan To Attend. 

Something For Everyone.

Auction Order: Stone And Equipment Items Will Be Mixed In Throughout 

The Auction. Catalog Posted Approx. 10 Days Ahead Of Live Auction.  

Removal Of Items: Day Of Auction Until 8PM; Thursday, March 26, 

9AM-4PM & Friday, March 27, 9AM-4PM; Monday, March 30, 9AM-4PM; 

All Items Need To Be Removed By April 3rd.

Live Online-Interactive Bidding Available Through 
www.Proxibid.com/manasse; Visit Our Website For More Details, 

Terms & Pictures at  www.manasseauctions.com

Mel Manasse & Son Auctioneers
Auctioneers & Lic. 

Real Estate Brokers in NY & PA
Whitney Point, N.Y. 13862

607-692-4540 / 1-800-MANASSE
www.manasseauctions.com 

In Our 61st Year In Business Conducting All Types Of Auctions!!

SherburneConnect Fiber Internet
Public Information Meeting

This will be held at the Columbus 
Public House, 

March 30, 7:00 pm

Information to include:

• What is fiber internet
• Great time to learn more about this opportunity
• Advantages of SherburneConnect
• Get answers to any and all questions
• Light refreshments and N/A drinks provided

SERIOUS
COLLECTOR
BUYING OLD & RARE Items! I
do house calls! 40 
years’ experience. Also now
doing Estate and Insurance
appraisals. 607-287-1318.

SEE THE MAN
ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTIBLES
WE BUY ANTIQUE and
unique items. Stop in and see
what’s new. 54 North Main
Street, Sherburne, NY 607-316-
8463.

CA$H FOR
COMIC BOOK$
SPRING CLEANING is here. I
buy comic books, all kinds, ages,
condition, magazines, pulps too.
DC, Marvel, Dell, Gold Key,
Disney, Archie, Harvey & Mad.
Call/text Mario. Please leave
message for call back. 518-986-
8600. Email:
mariobruni2014@icloud.com.

8 MONTH OLD female Golden
Retriever, good with kids and
family. Asking $450, pictures
available. Call or text 607-226-
0640.

POMERANIAN-cross puppies
for sale: 3 females, 1 male. Born
Dec. 1st, 2025 (approx 14
weeks).  Shots & Dewormed.
$350.  Call 607-264-3395.

COOPERSTOWN ASSEMBLY
of God Sunday Service 10:30
am. 4354 State Highway 80,
Hartwick, NY 13348. 607-547-
2833 all are welcome.

SUNDAY NIGHTS 5:30pm
Christ Lutheran Church, 94 N.
Broad St., Norwich. Al-A-Non/-
Adult Children of Alcoholics
meeting.

HAY FOR SALE small square
bales, 1st cutting, never wet.
Morris, New York area, call 607-
263-9894 leave message.

HOLY CROSS CHURCH- 98
Main St., Morris NY. Sunday
worship at 8:30 am. 607-263-
5143. See us at rcda.org/-
churches/holycross

WANTED TO BUY: Tractors, 
any condition. I pay cash. James 
MacFadden Jr. 518-284-2090

LOK N LOGS
IS LOOKING FOR laborers
and machine operators for
employment for sawmill
operations.  Must have a good
work ethic, motivated to get the
job done, work well with others
and by yourself.  Applicant must
be able to lift a minimum of 30
pounds, and work in various
environmental conditions.  If
interested, pick up an application
at the Lok N Logs sales model
on Route 12 in Sherburne.

FOR SALE: 14x30 tiny home
with all appliances, heat and air
exchange, electric baseboard,
200 amp entrance, also generator
hookup, 1 bedroom, bath,
kitchen, living area also includes
architect slab plan, $40,500.
607-547-7006 leave phone
number and message.

FOR ALL OF
YOUR REAL
ESTATE NEEDS
CALL
PATRICK S MCNEIL Licensed
Real Estate Associate Broker.
Cell 607-226-1148. Keller
Williams Realty The Parker
Walsh Team 6146 State Highway
12, PO Box 817 Norwich, NY
13815.

FIND YOUR DREAM JOB in our
Employment section.
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Contact Us: Office: (607) 610-4015 • Cell: (607) 434-1943
Hours: Mon–Fri 8:30 AM–5:00 PM 

Sat 8:00 AM–12:30 PM

Auction by 
Frank Walker, Inc., 

2628 River Road, Unadilla, NY
(607) 610-4015

Don’s cell (607) 434-1943
Frank’s cell (607) 434-0042

To view photos, visit www.frankwalkerauctions.com
For bidding or consignment info:

Frank Walker Inc.
SPRING CONSIGNMENT 

AUCTION
Saturday, May 9 

Auction Day: 9:00 AM – Barn (Inside) Start
10:00 AM – Yard & Proxibid Start

Now accepting farm-related consignments 
for our Spring Consignment Auction.

Farm equipment, tractors, hay tools, 
attachments, shop tools, lawn & garden 

equipment, and more.

FREE ADVERTISING. 
ONLINE BIDDING THROUGH PROXIBID.

www.SteelSalesinc.com
800-238-7833 or 607-674-6363 Fax: 607-674-9706

Your One-Stop Source for Steel, Snowplow Wear Parts,
Spreader Chains, Dump Box Relining / Repair & More

As we grow, we would like 
to hear from people with all 
kinds of talents who are 
interested in discussing 
how you could be a part of 
our team.

Please email
Sales@steelsalesinc.com or
accounting@steelsalesinc.com or 
Brenda@steelsalesinc.com

116 Warn Pond Rd., Rte. 12 South, Oxford • 607-843-2000
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

www.countrysideoxford.com

FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER

Coal Stoves • Boilers • Furnaces

WE 
CARRY 
PARTS

We Deliver

BAGGED 
COAL

New
Lower Coal 
Price Only

$435/ton

Dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+
procedures. Real dental
insurance - not just a discount
plan. Get your free Information
Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads
#6258

OXYGEN-ANYTIME,
anywhere. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The all new Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! Free info kit: 1-855-
839-1738.

ULTIMATE WIPES WARM
for adults and babies. This wipes
warm provides a clean and warm
wipe in one. Anti-Micobial
additive to fight off bacteria.
Prince Lionheart. Get free gift
877-894-5398.

FREE ESTIMATES. Fully
insured, 100 referral reward
program. We land a project you
get paid!!! Butternut-valley.com;
butternutvalley6039@gmail.com
315-316-6039.

IINSULATION
IF YOU HAVE an existing home
or are building a new one call
Upstate Spray Foam Insulation
for all your insulation needs. We
install fiberglass, batts, blown
fiberglass and spray foam.
Quality work at affordable
prices. Call for a free estimate,
315-822-5238.

PLUMBING
QUALITY PLUMBING repairs
& new installations. Water
heaters. Frozen pipe thawing.
Drain, sewer, septic & culvert
line cleaning. Septic tank/line
locating. Video drain inspection.
Visa/MC. Local, reliable,
reasonable, insured. 607-263-
2626 - WV,
drainservicepros.com.

POURED
FOUNDATIONS &
EXCAVATION
DOUGLAS RIFANBURG
Contracting. Masonry, complete
site work, block foundations,
auger, jack hammer, brick and
stone work, all aspects of
concrete work, chimneys and
fireplaces, septic systems, pole
barns, garages, decks, small
additions. Commercial/-
residential. Fully insured. 354
Bert White Road, Edmeston.
607-965-8413.

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-
516-1160 today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

TRAILERS &
HITCHES
WE CARRY Enclosed, Utility,
Snowmobile, Equipment,
Gooseneck & Dump. Over 200
in stock plus parts and acces-
sories. Ashley Trailers &
Hitches, Binghamton, NY.
www.ashleytrailers.com 607-
722-1622.

WANT TO RENT a trailer lot in
Chenango County. Want to buy
mobile home. Please contact
Jessica at 607-373-8113
anytime. Thank you.

BRAND NEW
2026 WITH
FINANCING
NORTH NORWICH: Set up in
quiet community. 4 Floor plans
to choose form, $59-69k.
Financing available with 10%
down. 315-338-4677 call/text
BagnallProp@gmail.com

OLD FORGE rental directly on
lake. All amenities included; 
two kayaks, one canoe, washer,
dryer & internet. See website:
pinewoodcottageoldforge.com
call for availability and rates
315-822-6890 or 315-725-0876
Property is six miles from Old
Forge and six miles from inlet.

2012 KZ 5th Wheel $5,000 good
condition. 2019 Coleman
Lantern, like new $10,000.
Norwich, NY. 607-888-1775,
607-373-2140.

2013 POLARIS 500
RANGER 
FOR SALE. Roof, winch,
windshield and snow plow. 1475
miles in excellent condition.
Price is $6499. T.C. Sports 8251
State Highway 206, Trout Creek,
NY. Call 607-865-6207.

SKUNKS, BATS
607-373-1754.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
may be covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 877-305-1535

STRUGGLING TO HEAR?
Audien Hearing delivers crystal-
clear sound with affordable,
invisible hearing aids. Starting at
$189! Call Now: 888-760-1015

Pest control: Protect your home
from pests safely. Roaches, Bed
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders
& more. Locally owned &-
affordable.For service or
inspection today! 833-860-0657
Have zip code ready!

OVERPAYMENT
SCAMS!!
SELLERS BEWARE. Don’t
accept payment for more than
your selling price, no matter how
enticing.

No cleaning gutters
guaranteed!Leaf Filter- most ad-
vanced gutter protection, backed
by ano-clog guarantee &lifetime
warranty. 833-610-1936
schedule free inspection &-
estimate. Get 75% off install &-
$250 bonus discount! Limited
time. Restrictions apply, see rep
for warranty & details.

BEST WAY TO save money. 
Get the scissors and clip the 
weekly coupons in this paper. 
Saving money is easy!

MORRIS TENT
RENTALS INC
OFFERS A full line of party
rental equipment. We can
provide tents, tables and chairs,
dishware, glassware, flatware
and linens, dance floors, lighting
and staging...everything you
need to make your event perfect.
Call 607-263-9916 or stop in our
showroom at 26 Mill Street,
Morris, NY
www.morristents.com.

MobileHelp, America’s premier
mobile medical alert system.
Whether you’re home or away.
For safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts! Free
brochure! 1-888-489-3936

JOHN’S
PRESSURE
WASHING
HOUSEHOLD, DECKS AND
all other pressure washing needs.
Commercial  or residential. Free
estimates and insured. 607-965-
8079.

JACUZZI BATH Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving all
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 3/-
30/25.) 1-844-501-3208

Inflation is at 40 year highs.
Interest rates are way up. Credit
cards. Medical bills. Car loans.
Do you have $10k or more in
debt? Call National Debt Relief
and find out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less than
what you owe! Free quote: Call
1-844-955-4930

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 seconds. Don’t wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets now for as little as 70
cents a day! 1-844-591-7951.

ATTENTION OXYGEN
Therapy users!  Discover oxygen
therapy that moves with you
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

BABY
STROLLER
ANTIQUE BABY stroller in
good condition. Needs some
cleaning. $50. Call 607-336-
8060.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as 1 day! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-543-9189.

BAT REMOVAL
10 Year   Guaranteed
DEC licensed and insured. 40
years’ experience 607-373-1285
or 607-373-1754.

BECOME A published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free authors
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads

BLACK CAT
ANTIQUES AND
GIFTS
IS A PRIMITIVE and country
mix of old purposeful clutter and
handmades. Handmade 
decorations, Warm Glow
Candles and wax melts.  14 East
Main St Earlville, NY
3156915721 Hours Tues-Fri
9:00-4:00 Sat 9:00-2:00 Check
out our Facebook page

BRASS BED
FULL SIZE brass bed in very
good condition. Pictures
available. $250 call 607-336-
8060.

CRAFTERS
WANTED
Richfield Springs: June 13th,
45th Annual Friendship Craft
Festival, Spring Park; October
3rd, 6th Annual Fall Craft Fair
Cullen Pumpkin Farm Info:
www.rschurchofchristuniting.co-
m (upcoming events tab): email:
friendshipcraftfestival@yahoo.c-
om : email:
fallcraftfair@yahoo.com.
Sponsored by the Church of
Christ Uniting.

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees free
activation. All plans feature
unlimited talk & text, starting at
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-
0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/Choice Package or higher.)
No contract or hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DON’T LET THE stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 1-
833-399-3595

FRUIT TREES
607-746-3365
FIRST FROST THRU APRIL is
the time to prune. We do
orchards; large and small, fruit
trees, blueberry bushes. Call
Bob.

FURNITURE
REFURBISHED USED
furniture!! Dutch Valley
Furniture Barn. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday 9 am to 4 pm.
Another time?? Call 607-965-
8724.

NOW HIRING
FOR 2
POSITIONS
Experienced waitress and cook.
Wage commensurate with skill
level. Lewis’ Restaurant 607-
674-9055 Leave message.

EQUIPMENT
WANTED:
buying farm and construction
equipment of all kinds. One
piece or multiples at a time.
Renwick’s Equipment, 607-287-
8307

LOOKING FOR
AN
AFFORDABLE
USED CAR?
SICK OF BUYING rusty junk
off of an individual or online and
then spending more than you
paid for it trying to get it
functional or to pass inspection?
At Central Auto Sales I take
pride in buying quality cars that
are still in excellent condition
that can supply you with many
miles of service in the future. I
typically buy my cars from states
south of NY to avoid the rust
associated with local cars. I have
a nice selection of cars in the
affordable $4-6K range, most are
low miles or low miles for the
age. I’m a lifetime resident of
Norwich. Buy from someone
local. No pressure, no fancy
hype, just quality cars at fair
prices! Central Auto Sales LLC,
429 Manley Road, Norwich.
www.centralautosalesllc.com
607-336-6371.

DID YOU KNOW...You can
submit a photo with your ad free
when you place your ad on
www.pennysaveronline.com

PENNYSAVERONLINE.COM:
The fastest and easiest way to
find what you’re looking for. Visit
us today.

SHOP LOCAL: Anytime, any
day. Visit us on line at www.
pennysaveronline.com
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OXFORD – Hospice 
& Palliative Care of 
Chenango and the New 
York State Veterans 
Home at Oxford recently 
finalized a long-awaited 
partnership which now 
allows residents of the 
home and their families 
to receive hospice care 
from the nurses and vol-
unteers of the organiza-
tion. Prior to this part-
nership the home would 
have to send away people 
in seeking hospice care as 
strict regulations require 
a contract between a 
nursing home and hos-
pice care provider in 
order for that type of care 
to be administered. 

Kurt Apthorpe, 
Administrator at the 
NYS Veterans Home at 
Oxford, expressed how 
“excited and pleased the 
Veterans Home is that 
we can partner with such 
a meaningful group of 
people with the hospice 
program to be able to 
help us serve our veter-
ans and residents.”

Kendall Johnson 
Executive Director of 
Hospice & Palliative Care 
of Chenango said, “For 
us it’s really exciting 
because we want every 
resident of Chenango 
County to be able to 
access hospice services 
regardless of where they 
live, but we have to have 
a contract with the nurs-
ing home to provide ser-
vices. Sometimes nurs-
ing homes are resistant 
to doing that, so this is 
really exciting for us.”

Hospice & Palliative 
Care of Chenango have 
been providing end-of-
life care and grief support 
throughout the County 
since 1991. Hospice care 
becomes an option to 
anyone with a prognosis 
for only 6 months or less 
to live, and it is typically 
paid for by Medicare. The 
goal of this type of care is 
to provide comfort, based 
on the individual needs 
of the patient. According 
to Johnson, about 97% 
of their patients are 
cared for in their home 
setting, but they recog-
nize that not every family 
has the ability to provide 
in-home care. 

Registered Nurse and 
Case Manager from 
Hospice Chenango, 
CarrieAnne Bentley said, 
“What this partnership 
means is that patients 
that are veterans, that 
are here, at the Veterans 
Home, are able to get 

their services here, but 
they’re also able to get 
comfort care services 
from us. It also means 
that we can aid the Vets 
Home in giving these 
patients specific, com-
fortable, end-of-life care 
and more support. So we 
just get to sort of bolster 
the medical team and 
we have an extra set of 
eyes and hands to aid 
with comfort, medication 
management, and actual 
physical care.”

“Being able to have 
contracts with nursing 
homes or other places 
where patients can get 
the level of care that 
they need, but also then 
have hospice on top is 
really beneficial,” said 
Johnson.

Apthorpe added to 
that saying, “Before, if 
somebody was on hos-
pice or wanted to be in 
hospice, they would have 
to get out of hospice. We 
couldn’t have hospice 
come in without this 
partnership. So it was 
really a loss for the com-
munity to not have that.”

The New York State 
Veterans Home at 
Oxford, while not the 
first in the Nation, was 
the first to open in New 
York State in 1897. While 
having a contract with 
the VA, they are actually 
one of five state owned 
and operated facilities 
most of which are active-
ly pursuing agreements 
with hospice partners in 
their areas. 

“We’re all trying to 
be part of this state-
wide effort,” explained 
Apthorpe, further 
explaining, “the state is 
trying to make an effort 

to get hospices in nursing 
homes.”

New York State is 
currently ranked last 
among all states in the 
proportion of Medicare 
enrollees that received 
hospice services prior 
to death. Earlier this 
year, Governor Hochul 
renewed a $35 million 
investment in non-med-
ical in-home services 
for older adults and 
announced she plans to 
direct the Department of 
Health (DOH) to launch 
awareness initiatives 
informing  clinical pro-
viders and staff about 
options for communi-
ty-based palliative care, 
hospice care, and the 
importance of advance 
care planning.

“So New York State 
is 51st in hospice utili-
zation, dead last behind 
Washington, D.C. One 
of the biggest things that 
has been identified as 
that reason is that nurs-
ing homes do not contract 

with hospices. And nurs-
ing homes, skilled nurs-
ing facilities, those are 
kind of like a no-brainer 
in terms of where hos-
pice patients are. So 
there’s this whole set of 
the New York State pop-
ulation that is needing 
to live in a skilled nurs-
ing facility, but then they 
don’t have access to hos-
pice,” explained Johnson 
providing another reason 
why this partnership is 
so crucial. 

With this partner-
ship Hospice Chenango 
will now be able to send 
four registered nurses 
as well as volunteers to 
the Veterans Home. The 
current Veterans Home 
building was built and 
opened in 2009, with a 
licensed capacity for 242 
residents, providing both 
long-stay and short-term 
care. With this new part-
nership any resident will 
be able to receive hos-
pice care, there will be 
no limit placed on the 

number of beds available 
for this program. In 2025 
they had the most admis-
sions in a year since 2010 
at 146 residents. The first 
resident enrolled in the 
hospice program is set to 
move in today. 

Both organizations 
rely on the work of nurs-
es, social workers, and 
volunteers. Volunteers 
while not providing med-
ical care, provide invalu-
able services and comfort 
to patients. They are able 
to do things, such as play 
music, read to, or just 
keep company to those 
on hospice. Whatever 
an individual patient or 
their family expressed 
they would enjoy, a vol-
unteer can be found.

“A lot of times families 
in our home settings are 
able to do that, but in this 
setting the family is far-
ther away. So its going to 
allow us to sort of bridge 
that gap for them,” said 
Case Manager and RN 
Bentley. 

“We also have Veteran 
volunteers on our team 
too, that can come and 
meet and have a conver-
sation with this patient, 
and do what’s called ‘We 
Honor Veterans,’” added 
Hospice Chenango 
Director of Volunteers 
and Outreach Sarah 
Green. 

If you would like to 
become a volunteer with 
Hospice & Palliative 
Care of Chenango, con-
tact Sarah Green. To vol-
unteer at the Veterans 
Home call their main line 
and ask to speak with 
their volunteer coordina-
tor. Due to regulations 
each organization has a 
different vetting process 
for volunteers, but it is 
possible, and common, 
to be a volunteer for both 
organizations.

The partnership 
between Hospice 
& Palliative Care of 
Chenango and the New 
York State Veterans 
Home at Oxford provides 
greater access to patient 
care, comfort man-
agement, and a higher 
degree of honor when 
it comes to a resident’s 
end-of-life wishes. 

Speaking on how hos-
pice services honor both 
the Veteran and their 
family, Bentley said, “It 
recognizes his service 
and says, hey, we’re so 
appreciative of what you 
did. It matters to us. And 
that’s again, that partner-
ship. The Veterans home 
is already doing that. 
It’s another community 
organization saying, we 
recognize you, we value 
you, we honor you.”

Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango fi nalizes 
partnership with NYS Veterans Home in Oxford

NYS Veterans Home at Oxford solidifi es partnership with Hospice & Palliative Care of Chenango. Pictured in 
Front Row (left to right): CarrieAnne Bently RN & Case Manager, Kendall Johnson Executive Director of Hos-
pice, Kurt Apthorpe Administrator, and Pat Henderson Director of Nursing at the Veterans Home. Back Row: 
Kimberly Styles LMSW, Jessica Dayton LMSW, Kristina Reynolds LMSW, at the Veterans Home and  Janette 
Grainger LMSW, APHSW-C, Sarah Green CVA Director of Volunteers and Outreach at the Hospice.(Photo by 
Rebecca Laibowitz)

REBECCA LAIBOWITZ  
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

    NY Assemblyman Angelino announces 
farm grants for local communities

A L B A N Y  - 
  Assemblyman Joseph 
Angelino (R,C-Norwich) 
is announcing that $1.7 
million in grants is avail-
able for 2026 through 
the New York Farm 
Viability Institute for 
farmers with 10 years or 
less of farming experi-
ence. 

Projects can receive 
up to $200,000 and will 
require a 5% match. The 
grants can be used for 
the start-up, improve-

ment or expansion of a 
farm operation; the pur-
chase of agricultural land 
and physical structures; 
the purchase of machin-
ery, equipment or live-
stock; the construction 
or improvement of phys-
ical structures, includ-
ing semi-permanent 
structures; worker or 
apprenticeship training; 
and marketing activities. 
More information can be 
found here.

“Farmers are the 

backbone of our econo-
my, and we must work 
to help support our new 
generation of farm-
ers. That is why I am 
so proud to announce 
these grants. I want to 
thank the New York 
Farm Viability Institute 
for making these grants 
available, and I encour-
age all eligible farmers to 
apply. And as always: No 
Farms, No Food,” said 
Angelino.

A s s e m b l y m a n 

Angelino represents the 
121st Assembly District, 
which includes parts 
of Broome County, 
Delaware County, 
Madison County, 
Chenango County and 
Otsego County. Follow 
Assemblyman Angelino 
on Facebook here.

- Information 
from Office of NY 

Assemblyman Angelino
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       istorians believe ancient humans began 
cultivating the garlic plant more than 7,000  
years ago. They used garlic as both a food and  
as a type of medicine. Today, garlic continues to be 
an important flavoring that is used in dishes prepared 
by cooks in nearly every part of the world.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Garli Quinn.

Consuming garlic can cause bad breath 
and body odor. This happens because 
sulfur-containing compounds are 
created as your body metabolizes  
the garlic. The sulfur compounds  
are then absorbed into your blood  
and released through your breath  
and sweat.

The ancient Egyptians, Greeks and 
Romans all used garlic as a spice 
and as medicine.
During the two world wars, 
garlic was used as an antiseptic 
to prevent infection in wounded 
soldiers.

For more information: "The Complete Book of Garlic" by Ted Jordan Meredith (Timber Press) or "The Garlic Companion" by Kristin Graves (Storey Publishing).    Visit us at: www.shortcutscomic.com    Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2026    3/16

The papery 
material that 

covers a garlic 
bulb and each 
clove is called 

a "tunic."

A garlic 
clove is 

about 80% 
water.

What do 
you get when 

you cross garlic 
with a cyclops?

Stink eye.

How did 
the garlic feel 

when he got dumped 
by his girlfriend?

Crushed.

What's the 
best way to taste garlic?

Gar-lick it.

What did 
Archimedes say when he 
discovered garlic breath?

You-reek-a!

The bulb is 
the most commonly used 

part of the garlic plant, but the 
leaves and flowers are 

also edible.

More than 24 million tonnes 
(26 million tons) of garlic are harvested world-
wide each year. More than three-fourths of 

that crop is grown in China.
According to 

the folklore of many 
countries, garlic has magical 

powers that can be used 
to ward off vampires 

or demons.

Garlic 
belongs to the 

“Allium” group of 
plants, along with 

chives, onions, leeks, 
scallions and 

shallots. A garlic 
bulb is divided 

into several fleshy 
parts called 

"cloves."

I'm 
definitely 

more of an 
acquired 

taste.

This 
cartoon 
stinks!

Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
SHALLOT
FLOWER
FLAVOR
ALLIUM
GARLIC
PLANT

ONION
CLOVE
TUNIC
CROPS
CHIVE
GROW

SPICE
COOK
BULB 
LEEK
BOB
EAT

Can you help these cloves reach the sauce?

U R A N I U M E L E M N T

C A S E V E N A P M O O N

S H P O I N T T O F L I A

C H I P G R O V A L F N L

C V C V P A P G A O E O P

R I E B E A R H L W B E K

O B N V S O S L L E P O K

P U O U W C H A I R O Y B

S L A N T U B B U C K E T

C B A N A N A S M A L L S

New Berlin Library Corner
Tax season

NEW BERLIN - As tax 
season approaches, the 
New Berlin Library is 
offering several resourc-
es to help community 
members prepare and 
file their taxes.

Although the library 
does not stock print-
ed tax form packets, 
patrons can request staff 
to print basic federal and 
state tax forms, such as 
Form 1040. This service 
helps residents access 
essential documents 
they may need for filing 
their taxes.

The library also pro-
vides free, internet access 
and public computers for 
individuals who prefer 
to file their taxes online. 
These resources allow 
patrons to complete their 
tax returns using official 
government websites 
and other trusted online 
services. Staff can assist 
patrons with basic com-
puter navigation, includ-
ing accessing websites, 
downloading forms, and 
printing documents. 
However, library staff 
cannot assist with tax 

preparation, provide tax 
advice, or help complete 
tax forms.

The New Berlin 
Library understands that 
privacy and security are 
important to the com-
munity, especially when 
dealing with tax filing.  
To address these issues, 
the library has installed 
privacy dividers between 
the public computers.  
Additionally, the public 
computers have Reboot 
Restore installed.  This 
program automatical-
ly erases all download 
information and forgets 
all passwords with every 
restart.  

In addition, printing 
and photocopying ser-
vices are available for 
tax-related documents. 
These services are typi-
cally offered at no cost, 
making it easier for res-
idents to organize and 
prepare their paperwork. 

Library staff encourage 
anyone needing assis-
tance locating or print-
ing tax forms to visit the 
library and ask for help. 
By providing access to 

technology and import-
ant documents, the New 
Berlin Library aims to 
support the community 
during tax season.

The New Berlin Library 
is holding a jellybean 
guessing contest. The 
public is invited to guess 
how many jellybeans are 
in a jar.  The person who 
guesses the closest wins 
the jar of jellybeans and 
a goodie filled basket.  If 
more than one person 
guesses correctly, the 
winner will be randomly 
drawn between the cor-
rect answers. The win-
ner will be announced 
on Friday, March 27.  All 
items in this prize basket 
were donated to the New 
Berlin Library.  This con-
test is free and open to 
the public. 

On March 23 the 
library will be a Spring 
Bunny Plaque adult art 
class.  This class will 
teach participants to 
paint a stylized bunny 
on a wood plaque, per-
fect for hanging on your 
door to celebrate spring. 
Registration is required.  

The Annual Spring 
Egg Hunt, returning to 
the library on March 
28. Children ages 12 
and younger are invit-
ed to search for colorful 
eggs, and special prize 
eggs hidden throughout 
the main floor of the 
library. Games, food and 
crafts are also part of this 
event.  To register your 
children, reach out to the 
library 607.847.8564.

New Berlin Library 
Board will be meeting on 
March 25 at 6pm.  These 
meetings are open to 
the public.  Minutes are 
posted on the New Berlin 
Library website. 

Some great new addi-
tions to the library 
include: We’re Going on 
an Egg Hunt by Martha 
Mumford and Laura 
Hughes, The Flower 
Thief by Alice Hemming 
and Nicola Slater, 
Grumpy Monkey Spring 
Fever by Suzanne Lang 
and Max Lang, Little 
Blue Truck’s Springtime 
by Alice Schertle and 
Jill McElmurry, barn in 
Spring Out to Explore on 
the Farm by Chambrae 
and Taia Morley, 
and the Very Hungry 
Caterpillar’s First Spring 
by Eric Carle.

The New Berlin 

Library is located at 15 
South Main Street, New 
Berlin.   The Library 
is open Monday and 
Wednesday 10AM-8PM; 
Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10AM-5PM; and 
Saturdays 10AM-noon.  
The web address is 
http://libraries.4cls.org/
newberlin/. Please con-
tact us at 607.847.8564 
or like and message 
our Facebook page 
New Berlin Library and 
Museum (https://www.
facebook.com/newber-
linlibrary.newberlinny) 
with any questions.

- From the New Berlin 
Library


