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  County board awaits plans and cost estimates for $35 million 
construction project

BY KELLI MILLER
GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

NORWICH - The plan 
by the Chenango County 
Board of Supervisors 
to construct a new $35 
million office build-
ing is still taking shape 
with engineers finishing 
blueprints and LeChase 
construction review-
ing for estimated costs.
Chairman of the Board 
Jeffrey Blanchard said 
final decisions will be 
made once costs are pre-
sented.

“Basically, the engi-
neers are close to fin-
ishing the drawings and 
then we’ll send those 
over to the LeChase team 
to provide an estimate 
total for the renovation,” 
said Blanchard.

“That process will 
take LeChase about 
four weeks, and then 
we’ll know if we’re with-
in budget,” Blanchard 
said. “We may need to 
make some changes if 
we’re over the budget, 

so we’re waiting to see if 
this project is feasible.”

Blanchard noted once 
they have solid num-
bers, possibly mid-April, 
they will schedule a pub-
lic meeting.

“This project has been 
carefully thought out 
and we’re doing our due 
diligence in considering 
all options,” he said.

Opponents of the 
building project have 
questioned the county’s 
financial stewardship 
and consider saving the 
$35 million by leasing 
space elsewhere.

Only some of the 
county-run departments 
are lawfully required to 
stay within the City of 
Norwich, the county seat.

Leasing commercial 
space would provide nec-
essary room for depart-
ments to adequately 
function while also keep-
ing property on the local 
tax rolls. But that idea, 
says Blanchard, comes 
with its own challenges.

“When we started 
planning for the new 
building, we had no idea 
Grand Union would be 
moving out,” Blanchard 
said.

“But leasing a building 
for the government to 
use is costly,” he contin-
ued. “The owners of that 
building will want to 
make a profit and some 
of the expenses would 
be school, town, city, 
and village taxes. Those 
taxes would be paid with 
the taxpayers’ money.”

“We could consider 
leasing a building short 
term but only in an 
emergency situation,” he 
added.

The long-term project 
makes more sense as the 

county owns the proper-
ty and has been off the 
tax roll for decades,” said 
Blanchard. “This saves 
the taxpayers’ money.”

The discussion over 
an office building over-
haul has been in the 
works for nearly seven 
years, although plans of 
demolishing the county’s 
current office building 
and constructing a new 
facility have only recent-
ly been entertained by 
county legislators.  

According to coun-
ty officials, the current 
1960-era office build-
ing may be structural-
ly sound, but it simply 
isn’t conducive to mod-
ern business and meet-
ing demands of today’s 
technology.

Among their concerns, 
the building has dated 
electrical and windows, 
a waning roof and air-
flow system, and a par-
tial floor below ground 
level with limited space 
which makes it near 

impossible to install an 
elevator for easier access 
to public offices.   

The county assembly 
began exploring the pos-
sibility of a new build-
ing project in 2024. In 
May 2025, a $1.7 mil-
lion contract agreement 
was signed with Hunt 
Engineers, Architects, 
and Surveyors of 
Horseheads, NY; and 
in June, the coun-
ty board approved the 
same amount in bonds 
to cover costs of plan-
ning and specifications 
of the project and signed 
a $1.5 million contract 
with the construction 
management and con-
sultation company 
LeChase Construction of 
Binghamton.

For more information 
and t o follow the proj-
ect timeline, go to the 
Chenango County web-
site at  www.chenango-
countyny.gov.

Chenango County Board awaits completion of plans 
and cost estimate to ensure $35 million construction 
project is feasible. (Evening Sun fi le photo)

 Leinbach’s Glacier spreads joy during the bitter cold of winter
BY JESSICA BENSON

GAZETTE STAFF WRITER

Along Route 12B between Earlville and Sherburne this winter is an interesting 
sight. A large ice sculpture can be seen from the road, and every day, the icy tem-
peratures keep the ice sculpture growing. (Photo by Jessica Benson)

EARLVILLE –  An yone 
who has driven on Route 
12B between Earlville 
and Sherburne this win-
ter has encountered an 
interesting sight. At 114 
Reese Road, Earlville, a 
large ice sculpture can 
be seen from the road, 
and every day, the icy 
temperatures keep the 
ice sculpture growing.

Property owners Eric 
and Deb Leinbach said 
the project started as a 
fluke. 

Eric said he has a 
small spring on his 
property that feeds into 
a pond via a water line 
that is constantly flow-
ing. “I thought it would 
be a cool idea to attach 

a pressure washer house 
to the end of it and 
make it snow,” Eric said. 
When Eric came back 
the next day, there was 

no snow, but the water 
had sprayed all over a 
tree and created an icy 
display. 

The happy accident 

inspired Eric to keep 
experimenting. “Last 
year was the first year 
that it’s been big enough 

Continued on page 3
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Sherburne convenes agricultural roundtable to strengthen local 
supply chains and support farmers

SHERBURNE - 
Regional agricultur-
al leaders, farmers, 
researchers, and eco-
nomic development part-
ners gathered Thursday 
at the Sherburne Inn for 
an agricultural roundta-
ble focused on strength-
ening local supply 
chains, supporting farm 
businesses, and navigat-
ing emerging challenges 
facing American agricul-
ture. 

The three-hour con-
vening created space for 
direct dialogue between 
farmers and regional 
institutions to identify 
barriers, share available 
resources, and explore 
pathways for sustainable 
agricultural econom-
ic growth driven by our 
local community.

The roundtable was 
convened by Sherburne 
Town Planning Board 
Chair Stephanie Staley 
and Town Supervisor 
Charlie Mastro, in 
partnership with 
the Mohawk Valley 
Economic Development 
District, Inc. (MVEDD), 
in response to feed-
back gathered during 
Sherburne’s ongoing 
ten-year comprehen-
sive planning process. 
Community engage-
ment efforts revealed 
a clear need for farm-
ers to connect directly 
with currently available 
resources while strate-

gizing ways to reduce the 
administrative and cog-
nitive burden associat-
ed with grants, funding, 
and farming moderniza-
tion.

Participants includ-
ed representatives from 
Cornell University, 
Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Chenango 
C o u n t y — i n c l u d i n g 
Director Craig Brown—
as well as represen-
tatives from Madison 
County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension, 
Chenango County Farm 
Bureau, Mohawk Valley 
Economic Development 
District, Inc. (MVEDD), 
and regional agricultur-
al leaders. Dairy farm-
ers and maple producers 
from Sherburne were 
in attendance, along-
side presenters sharing 
concrete tools to help 
local producers access 
new markets. Notably, 
Victoria Giarratano of 
Cornell University pre-
sented on the Taste 
NY program, outlining 
opportunities for local 
specialty food produc-
ers to place products on 
shelves regionally and 
potentially nationally.

Discussions centered 
on localizing supply 
chains, integrating aca-
demic research directly 
into farm operations, 
and identifying systemic 
resource challenges that 
limit farmers’ access to 

capital. Mohawk Valley 
Economic Development, 
Inc. (MVEDD) and 
Cornell representatives 
highlighted grant path-
ways and technical assis-
tance opportunities, 
while also identifying 
current gaps that region-
al partners can jointly 
advocate to address.

“It’s crucial we get 

direct feedback from our 
farmers. We’ve heard 
some of the pitfalls fac-
ing farmers, and I’m 
tired of seeing America 
bite the hand that feeds,” 
said Stephanie Staley, 
Chair of the Sherburne 
Town Planning Board. 
“I believe everyone in 
this room has the capac-
ity to come together to 

identify and resolve the 
challenges facing our 
economy. When farmers 
are at the center and we 
come together, I truly 
believe we can build the 
American agricultural 
systems we want with 
Sherburne leading the 
way.”

As a next step, Chair 
Staley recommended 

integrating this work into 
Sherburne’s comprehen-
sive planning process 
and aligning it with the 
community’s request for 
a future business incu-
bator. Participants also 
expressed interest in a 
follow-up convening in 
late 2026 or early 2027, 
structured as a hands-
on workshop to direct-
ly connect farmers with 
technical resources, 
funding support, and 
cutting edge implemen-
tation tools.

The roundtable 
reflects a nonparti-
san, community-driven 
approach focused on 
unity, economic viabil-
ity, and practical prob-
lem-solving, with the 
goal of ensuring local 
farmers are equipped 
to succeed in a rapid-
ly changing policy and 
market environment.

About the Conveners
The agricultural 

roundtable was convened 
by Stephanie Staley, 
Chair of the Sherburne 
Town Planning Board, 
in partnership with 
Town Supervisor Charlie 
Mastro and the Mohawk 
Valley Economic 
Development District, 
Inc. (MVEDD), as part 
of Sherburne’s broader 
comprehensive planning 
and economic develop-
ment efforts.

- Information from the 
Town of Sherburne

Above: Participants and stakeholders mingle at the regional agricultural round-
table. Below: Supervisor Charlie Mastro and Chair Stephanie Staley of the Sher-
burne Town Planning Board listen to farmers. (Submitted photos by Heather De-
vitt of Mohawk Valley Economic Development District Inc.)

Commerce Chenango to host annual economic outlook event 

NORWICH – 
Commerce Chenango 
will host their annu-
al Economic Outlook 
Breakfast on Tuesday, 
Feb. 24 at the 
Northeast Classic Car 
Museum, 24 Rexford 
Street in Norwich. This 
event is sponsored by 
NBT Bank and NBT 
Insurance Agency and 
begins at 7:30 a.m. with 
networking and break-
fast, followed by key-
note speaker Kenneth 
J. Entenmann, CFA, 
NBT Bank’s Chief 
Economist and Chief 
Investment Officer.

With 40 years of 

investment manage-
ment experience, 
Entenmann is a trust-
ed voice in the finan-
cial world. He’s a 
sought-after speaker, 
delivering dozens of 
talks each year to help 
individuals and busi-
nesses understand the 

potential impacts of 
ever-evolving econom-
ic and market activity.

“At NBT, we eagerly 
anticipate this annual 
opportunity to connect 
with our local busi-
ness community,” said 
NBT Bank CEO Scott 
Kingsley. “This forum 

provides an outstand-
ing platform to explore 
the economic and mar-
ket dynamics affect-
ing us all in the year 
ahead.”

To register for this 
event, visit the events 
calendar at commer-
c e c h e n a n g o . c o m . 

Admission is $25. 
Sal Testani, 

Commerce Chenango 
President & CEO said, 
“Commerce Chenango 
is incredibly fortunate 
that NBT Bank shares 
the perspective of 
their chief economist 
with our community 
through this annual 
event. Ken Entenmann 
is both entertaining 
and thoughtful as he 
offers his perspective 
on the economy and 
markets and the forc-
es impacting them. I 
hope everyone takes 
advantage of this 
opportunity.”

C o m m e r c e 
Chenango’s events and 
programs are support-
ed by sponsors, includ-
ing NBT Bank, NBT 
Insurance Agency, 
Preferred Mutual 
Insurance Company, 

Kerry Bio Science, 
Unison, Achieve, 
Alvogen, Excellus 
BlueCross BlueShield, 
Blueox Energy, 
Evening Sun, Mirabito 
Energy, Norwich 
Wealth Management, 
NYS Veteran’s Home 
at Oxford, and 
Pennysaver/Impact 
Marketing. 

Organized in 1959, 
Commerce Chenango 
is a not-for-prof-
it community-based 
organization dedicat-
ed to enhancing the 
economic growth of 
Chenango County and 
the surrounding area. 
Visit www.commer-
cechenango.com for 
more information on 
Commerce Chenango 
services and programs.

Commerce Chenango’s annual Economic Outlook Breakfast will take place 
next week at the Northeast Classic Car Museum, in Norwich. The event is 
sponsored by NBT Bank and NBT Insurance Agency, followed by keynote 
speaker Kenneth J. Entenmann, CFA, NBT Bank’s Chief Economist and Chief 
Investment Offi  cer. Photos from last year’s event. (Photos by Sophia Root)

By Sophia Root
Commerce Chenango
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An opportunity to change how Chenango County does business
BY MISSY HAYES
COMMUNITY COLUMNIST

Chairman Blanchard 
and Chenango County 
Supervisors: You have 
the opportunity to 
change how the County 
Supervisors have done 
business for so many 
decades! 

It’s been a secretive 
society, good ‘ole boys 
network, the old guard, 
whichever cliché you wish 
to use. Get elected, don’t 
ask a lot of questions and 
do what we want, which 
isn’t always what the resi-
dents need. 

This is well known so 
I’m not sharing anything 
new here. I am not the 
adversary. I am simply 
one of your constituents 
asking serious, logical 
questions in a courteous 
manner and looking for 
answers. I’m also sug-
gesting ideas that may or 
may not have been con-
sidered in a real needs 
assessment, what options 
can fill those needs, and 
have all the options been 

explored.  
Today, I’m sharing an 

article. I have a mem-
bership to Strong Towns 
which provides valuable 
information from www.
strongtowns.org. While 
Strong Towns focus-
es mainly on cities and 
towns, the information 
can be extended to larger 
municipalities.

I’m sharing an article 
that talks about the fol-
lowing:

“Impact fees fund con-
struction, but critically, 
they do not fund sus-
tainability.  They make 
it possible to build infra-
structure. Ribbons are 
cut. Photos are taken. 
The balance sheet looks 
temporarily healthier 
because a revenue source 
exists for construction. 
But the real costs—oper-
ations, maintenance, and 
eventual replacement—
arrive much later. When 
they do, there is no sec-
ond impact fee waiting to 
cover them.  This is where 
the illusion begins. Most 
municipal insolvency 
does not begin with reck-

less spending. It begins 
with deferred mainte-
nance.”

I understand Chenango 
County has tremen-
dous reserves. However, 
planning for long term 
sustainability needs to 
occur  alongside  the 
construction design! 
Sustainability, main-
tenance, and upgrades 
seem to be put on the 
county’s back burner. 
And I use the DPW build-
ing and the current office 
building as examples.  

I will take this a step 
further and suggest that 
research into business 
trends and artificial intel-
ligence and how it will 
affect data collection and 
providing services needs 
to happen  before  you 
can truly understand 
what you need in a new 
facility. You have some 
unused space in your cur-
rent office building. You 
also have some depart-
ments located in other 
buildings.  

Serious questions: Has 
anyone on your building 
committee researched 

how AI will reduce your 
space needs in the next 
4-6 years or how you may 
be able to consolidate into 
fewer locations? With AI, 
digital automation, and 
remote work opportuni-
ties,  what will your office 
space needs actually be? 
It seems logical to remod-
el and lease space, cer-
tainly for financial rea-
sons, but also to have the  
opportunity to reduce 
your leased footprint if/
when needed. You can’t 
do this in a structure you 
build, unless you decide 
to offer space for rent.  

The Grand Union 
building provides a new 
opportunity to remod-
el and lease which fills 
a vacant building, leaves 
it on the tax role, gives 
the county the ability to 
reduce space (if needed) 
in the future, provides an 
existing structure ready 
to remodel, provides 
great parking and first 
floor access, and possibly 
provides the opportuni-
ty to consolidate depart-
ments currently in other 
off-campus buildings.

Bottom line  questions, 
in my opinion,  are  1) 
is it logical to assume 
that county services can 
be effectively and reli-
ably offered from spaces 
other than a brand new 
building on the county’s 
campus?    2) is it logical 
to explore the remodel/
lease  option  since the 
Grand Union recently 
announced its closure?    
3) what committee will 
need to approve explor-
ing this option and/or 
approve the new office 
building project before 
sending it to the full board 
for a vote and when? and 
finally 4) do you want to 
know what your constitu-
ents think?

Supervisors are elected 
to reflect the will, needs, 
and priorities of their res-
idents. Knowing constit-
uent views helps ensure 
decisions align with pub-
lic interests rather than 
assumptions or narrow 
perspectives.

Public hearings, com-
ment periods, and trans-
parency requirements 
exist so officials consid-

er citizen input before 
major actions—especially 
spending, land use, and 
long-term capital proj-
ects.  

When residents feel 
heard, they’re more likely 
to trust county govern-
ment—even if they dis-
agree with outcomes. 
Engagement builds cred-
ibility and reduces cyni-
cism.    

Supervisors are stew-
ards of public funds and 
authority. Understanding 
constituent sentiment 
helps them justify deci-
sions and remain account-
able at election time

Constituents often pro-
vide real-world insight 
into how policies affect 
daily life—taxes, infra-
structure, public safety, 
schools, zoning, etc. This 
feedback can reveal unin-
tended consequences or 
practical improvements.

Link to Strongtowns: www.
strongtowns.org and www.
strongtowns.org/journal/2026-
2-4-the- impact- fee- i l lus ion? 
apxcid=00641aeeba663a3f6f3e 
8500&utm_campaign=4-gener-
al-digest-26-2-6&utm_content=4-
general-digest-26-2-6&utm_medi-
um=email&utm_source=ortto

NY State Police: Norwich man charged 
with felony assault after attack with 

liquor bottle
NORWICH - On 

February 8 the New 
York State Police arrest-
ed Mark A. Lunsford, 30 
of Norwich for the class 
“E” felony of 2nd degree 
attempted assault, and 
4th degree criminal mis-
chief.

Just after 1:00 p.m., 
NY Troopers were dis-
patched to a domes-

tic dispute on County 
Road 19 in the Town of 
Plymouth. 

A police investigation 
determined that after a 
disagreement with a vic-
tim, Lunsford punched 
the victim then struck 
the victim in the head 
with a glass liquor bottle 
causing it to break.   The 
fight was broken apart 

by a third party and 
Lunsford left the scene.  

Lunsford was located 
at a residence in the city 
of Norwich and arrest-
ed. He was transported 
to the Chenango County 
jail for centralized 
arraignment. 

- Information from the 
NYSP

to see from the road,” 
he said. Last winter, 
the project began in 
December and the ice 
sculpture was located 
behind the pond. Only 
the top of it could be 
seen from the road. This 
year, Eric knew he want-
ed to do more. 

“We began at the end 
of November,” Eric said. 
To make the display 
more visible, he and Deb 
added lights to the dis-
play early, but because 
of the rapidly building 
ice, the lights quick-
ly became buried. “The 
first set shorted out, but 
we keep adding more as 
it gets thicker.” Colored 
solar lights were just 

added to the front of the 
display to illuminate it 
last week. 

According to Eric, the 
goal is to try to get the 
glacier sculpture to be 
as big as it can be, but of 
course, much of that is 
up to nature. “The thick-
er and harder the ice is, 
the more it has that nat-
ural blue tint,” Eric said. 

The water line sprays 

out onto two trees that 
were previously plant-
ed on the property. Eric 
said both trees died 
before they began using 
them as a base for the 
sculpture. Additional 
branches and tree parts 
were brought over and 
ratchet strapped to the 
existing base. 

“We’ve had lots of 
interest from the pub-

lic,” Eric said. “If we’re 
here working for half an 
hour at least five cars 
stop to take a look.” 

“Our goal is to give 
people something to 
talk about and a little 
fun in the longest part 
of winter,” Deb said. “It 
feels good to be bring-
ing smiles to people’s 
faces.” Eric and Deb 
welcome people to check 

out Leinbach’s Glacier 
but cautioned that spec-
tators should view the 
g lacier from the road. 
The conditions near the 
glacier are icy and dan-
gerous due to the con-
stantly shooting water. 
Those who are unable 
to see the glacier in per-
son can follow along by 
searching for Leinbach’s 
Glacier on Facebook.

Continued from page 1

Leinbach’s Glacier spreads joy during the bitter cold of winter -

StoopFest for Steve to raise funds and spirits on February 22
BAINBRIDGE - 

Community members 
come together  to sup-
port of Steve Eisenburg, 
a self-employed car-
penter, musician, and 
well-respected member 
of the Bainbridge com-
munity, who was recent-
ly diagnosed with Stage 
4 lung cancer.

Steve is currently 
undergoing a variety of 

treatments, including 
chemotherapy, and is 
no longer able to work. 
Members of the musi-
cal community have 
banded together to orga-
nize a special fundrais-
ing event, not to cover 
his staggering medical 
bills, but to help pro-
vide for his “daily bread” 
and other essential liv-
ing expenses. Just as 

importantly, organizers 
hope the outpouring of 
support will help lift his 
spirits, because com-
munity support is good 
medicine.

The fundraising event, 
“StoopFest for Steve,” 
will be held on Sunday, 
February 22, from 12:00 
p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 
the Sidney Community 
Cultural Center. 

The event will feature 
over a dozen performers 
across two stages, high-
lighting the strength and 
generosity of the local 
music community.

The festival’s name 
pays tribute to Steve’s 
longtime summer con-
cert series, “Music on 
the Stoop,” which he has 
hosted for many years in 
downtown Bainbridge.

Community members 
who wish to contrib-
ute can do so through 
GoFundMe under 
“StoopFest-for-Steve.” 
Organizers are also 
seeking gift certificates, 
gift cards, and themed 
baskets from business-
es and individuals for 
on-site raffles during the 
event.

Supporters can fol-

low event updates on 
Facebook at “StoopFest 
for Steve.”

Organizers extend 
their heartfelt thanks to 
everyone contributing to 
Steve’s financial support 
and well-being.

- Information from the 
Bainbridge Chamber of 

Commerce
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Outdoor Chenango:  Conservation economics

Eric Davis
Outdoor Chenango

What is the difference 
between preservation 
and conservation? Can 
you give an example of 
each?

These questions are 
commonly asked at 
Sportsman Education 
courses. I also remem-
ber getting asked this 
question as an under-
graduate student in the 
Wildlife Management 
program at SUNY 
Cobleskill. I have even 
been asked this question 
when being interviewed 
for various job openings 
in the fish and wildlife 
field.

Preservation is the act 
of managing something 

in a way by doing very 
little to nothing. Think 
of the root of the word, 
preserve. The goal of 
preservation is to pro-
tect nature from human 
use. Conservation is 
the protection of natu-
ral resources through 
active management. 
This means studying the 
resources and using var-
ious management tools 
to arrive at the best out-
come for the resources. 
Regulated hunting is a 
common tool used in 
conservation. It is also 
worth recognizing that 
doing nothing is a tool 
used in conservation 
sometimes.

As already mentioned, 
regulated hunting is a 
tool used in conserva-
tion. In North America, 
unlike anywhere else in 
the world, the wildlife 
of the nation is consid-
ered a public resource 
no matter where they 
may live. With this 
notion, the government 
is responsible for man-
aging these resources 
on behalf of the public. 
Under the model, the 

public is given access to 
the resources through 
regulated hunting.

The benefits of hunt-
ing include helping 
prevent disease spread 
by reducing high pop-
ulations, providing a 
source of lean organ-
ic meat, and balancing 
human-wildlife con-
flict. Deer hunting helps 
reduce deer populations 
which results in over 
200% fewer deer-vehi-
cle collisions than if deer 
hunting was not allowed 
in the United States. 
Humans can mental-
ly benefit directly from 
hunting. A 2002 study 
indicated that hunt-
ers ranked experienc-
ing solitude, relaxation 
and relieving stress, and 
time to think among the 
most popular outcomes 
associated with hunting. 

Hunting helps fund 
state wildlife agencies 
through excise taxes 
and license sales. The 
Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Act (also 
known as the Pittman-
Robertson Act) puts an 
excise tax on firearms, 

ammunition and other 
hunting and shooting 
items that are collected 
from the manufacturer 
directly. This money is 
held by the Department 
of the Interior and is 
dispersed to each state 
using a formula based 
on how many hunting 
licenses were sold by 
the state as a fraction 
of all the licenses sold 
nationwide and how big 
the state is. It is usu-
ally close to a $3-to-$1 
ratio for federal to state 
money. 

Over $18 million of 
hunting licenses were 
sold in New York for the 
2024-2025 season. In 
1970, the Act was amend-
ed to provide funding for 
hunter education and 
public target ranges in 
addition to the original 
purpose of restoration of 
wild birds and mammals 
and to acquire, devel-
op, and manage their 
habitats. So not only do 
hunters directly contrib-
ute to the conservation 
of game animals by buy-
ing their license, they 
also contribute when 

they purchase firearms, 
ammunition, archery 
equipment, and other 
hunting equipment. In 
2017, $882 million were 
apportioned nationwide 
under the Pittman-
Robertson Act.

Hunters also impact 
habitat management 
through the purchase 
of the Migratory Bird 
Hunting Stamp, also 
called the Federal 
Duck Stamp. In 1934, 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed the 
Migratory Bird Hunting 
Stamp Act. All waterfowl 
hunters who are 16 years 
old and older must pur-
chase and carry a Federal 
Duck Stamp with them 
while waterfowl hunt-
ing. Out of every dol-
lar that purchases a 
duck stamp, 98 cents 
go directly towards the 
purchase or lease of wet-
lands and wildlife habi-
tat. Since it was passed, 
the Duck Stamp Act has 
collected over $800 mil-
lion that protected over 
5 million acres of habitat 
across the United States. 
Currently, the Federal 

Duck Stamp costs $25 
and is available for pur-
chase at United States 
Postal Service Offices.

There are addition-
al economic impacts of 
hunting to local com-
munities. Hunters may 
travel out of town to go 
hunting, where they will 
spend money on gas, 
food, and hotel rooms. 
Gun shops are always 
busy during the last 
week or two before the 
start of gun season. It 
seems that every hunter 
stops hunting on open-
ing day so that they can 
all go to the diner for 
coffee at the same time! 
The money they spend at 
local businesses help pay 
the employees of those 
stores. The stores also 
collect sales tax, some of 
which goes to the local 
government and can end 
up being used to repair 
roads or provide other 
services to the commu-
nity.

Free freshwater fi shing days are announced
ALBANY — Governor 

Kathy Hochul 
and the New York 
State Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) 
have announced the 
2026 dates for Free 
Fishing Days in New 
York. The requirement 
for a freshwater fish-
ing license is waived 
during the following six 
days in 2026: February 
14 through 15, June 27 
through 28, September 
26 (National Hunting 
and Fishing Day), and 
November 11 (Veterans’ 
Day). Free Fishing Days 
support the gover-
nor’s “Get Offline, Get 
Outside” initiative. 

“Free Fishing Days 

provide the perfect 
opportunity for residents 
and visitors to affordably 
explore, unplug, and 
get outside,” Governor 
Hochul said. “New York 
State’s waters offer 
some of the best fish-
ing opportunities in the 
nation, hosting memo-
rable fishing experienc-
es that increase tourism 
and benefit the econo-
my. In addition to the 
many health benefits 
associated with recreat-
ing outdoors, fishing can 
provide more opportuni-
ties to connect with fam-
ily and friends, some-
thing that seems harder 
and harder to do with 
increasing demands on 
time in today’s world.”  

DEC’s Free Fishing 
Days program began in 
1991 to give New Yorkers 
who might not fish a 
chance to try the reward-
ing sport of freshwater 
fishing at no cost, intro-
duce people to a new 
hobby, and encourage 
people to support con-
servation by purchasing 
a New York State Fishing 
License.  

Department of 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 
Commissioner Amanda 
Lefton said, “A wide 
variety of sport fish are 
thriving in thousands of 
freshwater lakes, ponds, 
streams, and rivers 
across New York State. 
Recreational fishing can 
be an exciting, afford-
able, and rewarding 
challenge that reminds 
us to slow down and take 
time to enjoy our valu-
able natural resources. 

Whether you’re new to 
the sport or a seasoned 
angler, I encourage 
everyone to get outside 
and visit New York’s 
waters during this year’s 
Free Fishing Days.”    

DEC offers a host 
of resources for those 
interested in getting 
started in fishing. The “I 
Fish NY Beginners’ 
Guide to Freshwater 
Fishing” provides infor-
mation on everything 
from rigging up a fishing 
rod, to identifying your 
catch and understand-
ing fishing regulations. 
There’s also a video 
series on DEC’s YouTube 
channel that comple-
ments the Beginners’ 
Guide. DEC’s Places 
to Fish webpages are a 
reliable source of infor-
mation when planning 
your next fishing trip. 
DEC’s official mobile 
app, HuntFishNY, now 

features “The Tackle 
Box,” which provides 
anglers with one-stop 
shopping for fishing reg-
ulations, boating access, 
and stocking informa-
tion within a map-based 
interface from the con-
venience of your smart 
phone.  

Free Fishing Days fur-
ther support Governor 
Hochul’s “Get Offline, 
Get Outside” initia-
tive that promotes phys-
ical and mental health 
by encouraging New 
York’s children and fam-
ilies to put down their 
phones and computers, 
take a break from social 
media, and enjoy recre-
ation and outdoor social 
gatherings. One of the 
ways teens and youth 
can find ideas to get 
offline is through DEC’s 
Get Offline, Get Outside 
Challenge, which offers 
50 fun and interesting 
activities for youth to 
complete by the age of 
19.   

In addition to Free 
Fishing Days, there 
are also “learn to fish” 
opportunities available 
through DEC-approved 
free fishing clinics. For 
a list of what’s current-
ly scheduled visit DEC’s 
website.   

To help make fishing 
more affordable and 

help inspire the next 
generation of anglers, 
DEC has also partnered 
with libraries across the 
state to provide a Fishing 
Rod Lending Program. 
While borrowing a book, 
library patrons can sign 
out a fishing rod. This 
program offers an oppor-
tunity for people to try 
fishing before deciding 
to purchase their own 
gear. For more infor-
mation and a list of the 
more than 80 participat-
ing libraries, visit DEC’s 
website.  

Free Fishing Day par-
ticipants are remind-
ed that although the 
requirement for a fresh-
water fishing license is 
waived during free fish-
ing days, all other fish-
ing regulations remain 
in effect. Outside of free 
fishing days, anglers over 
the age of 16 must have 
a valid fishing license. 
For more information 
on purchasing a license 
visit DEC’s website.  

The New York State 
Department of Health 
(DOH) provides advice 
to anglers about what 
fish are safe to eat and 
how often. Visit DOH’s 
website to search by 
waterbody location. 
— From New York State 

DEC

Luncheon at Gilbertsville 
Baptist Church

GILBERTSVILLE-A 
soup and sandwich lun-
cheon will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 21from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the New Life Fellowship 
Hall, Baptist Church, 

Commercial Street, 
Gilbertsville.  The menu 
will feature a variety of 
soups, chili, sandwiches 
and pie for dessert. Eat 
in or take out with a free 
will offering.  
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The Early Files  by Peggy Finnegan
WEEK #8

THIRTY YEARS AGO
February 22, 1996
Looks like we are in 

for some more snow.
Town officials, in a 

report to FEMA, now 
estimate damages from 
January floods to be 
$311,000, an increase of 
$27,300 from original 
figures.

Pittsfield Man Killed 
in Pedestrian Accident

FORTY YEARS AGO
February 19, 1986
  Snowbanks are very 

high.
Expansion of the 

library planned to 
include space for meet-
ings of the many orga-
nizations which use the 
facility.

Laurie Paddock 
turned 14.

B.J. Stebbins escaped 
serious injury when a 
branch fell on his head 
as he was cutting a tree.

Mrs. Mae Balcolm saw 
a sun dog – the most 
beautiful she had ever 
seen.

FOR SALE: 2 bdrm 
mobile home, blocks, 
skirting. Clean. $4,495, 
$550 down.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
February 18, 1976
We are enjoying mild-

er weather and bare 
roads for the first time 
this year.

Mrs. Ron Bice was 
injured when a silo 
unloader broke, cutting 
her head.

Lucinda Parker 
was named ECS Betty 
Crocker Family Leader 

of Tomorrow.
A woodchuck crawled 

out through the snow, 
then crawled back for 
another nap.

SIXTY YEARS AGO
February 25, 1966
A statewide sales tax 

became a way of life for 
everyone in New York 
August 1st.

Theodore Welch was 
born Dec. 24, 1883, 
the son of Frederick 
and Genevieve Collins 
Welch.

Baby David Cornell 
spent the afternoon at 
his grandparent’s while 
his parents enjoyed a 
movie in Norwich.

The key from a sar-
dine or coffee can may 
be used as a camp nee-
dle.

SEVENTY YEARS 
AGO

February 23, 1956
Fred Wadsworth had 

the misfortune to fall in 
such a manner that his 
legs were run over by an 
ECS bus.

Arthur Hayes, 76, died 
two hours after a head-
on collision below White 
Store.

Mrs. Harold Larrabee 
sprained her ankle. She 
is able to get around but 
is limping slightly.

Dennis Bolton is 
recovering from pneu-
monia as an after-effect 
of chicken pox.

The Fire Dept. was 
called to the Eldred 
Lamb farm to extinguish 
a chimney fire.

EIGHTY YEARS AGO

February 20, 1946
Winter lashed back 

with fury after several 
days of mild weather. 
Over a food of snow fell 
in the storm.

Charles Gardner is 
cutting logs for George 
Lyon.

A large basement barn 
on the Harold Schmidt 
farm burned to the 
ground due to defective 
wiring.

Elbert Rood enter-
tained a party of eight 
at pitch.

John Ludington 
returned to his pre-war 
business of managing 
the Socony gas station in 
Edmeston.

Word was received 
of the tragic death of 
Norman Kaiser, 16, 
when his truck and an 
O&W train collided near 
Solsville.

Sheffields put a new 
metal smokestack on 
their plant.

WANTED TO HIRE: 
Single lady under 40 
who is neat and good 
with the public to work 
in second-hand store. 
Good pay and good 
hours.

NINETY YEARS AGO
February 19, 1936
The snow plow got 

into a ditch near Irving 
Dart’s and, during the 
time that elapsed, the 
celebrated White Horse 
Pass around the bend 
east of Grant Myers’ 
filled badly.

The snow fence from 
the Myers curve to 
Columbus was long ago 
covered up, but the tops 

of the telephone poles 
are yet visible.

Jay Risedorph is con-
fined to his home by an 
injury received when 
he stepped on a spike, 
which entered the ball of 
his foot.

The damage that birds 
do to crops should be 
viewed as pay for rid-
ding fields of insects and 
weeds.

Ronald Truax is suf-
fering from ear trouble.

We are constantly told 
to give to the poor. The 
rich take without asking.

Arthur Myers’ chim-
ney burned out, making 
quite a scare. No damage 
was done.

The Sherburne school 
bus was unable to reach 
Columbus Friday. The 
road was opened just 
before noon.

Many are unable to get 
into the woods after fuel 
and are turning to oil 
and coal fires.

Raymond Horstman is 
out of school with a hard 
cold.

Miss Ethel Payne has 
returned home from 
nursing George Nearing, 
who passed away.

Leon Johnson was 
unable to make the 
school bus trips sever-
al times last week on 
account of impassable 
roads. The rural mail 
man also encountered 
the same difficulty.

A Chicagoan visit-
ing Wisconsin made a 
phone call. Upon asking 
the charge, he was told 
50c. “50c? Great Scot! In 
Chicago you can call up 
hell for 50c.” “Possibly,” 

cooly answered the 
operator, “It’s in the city 
limits.”

HUNDRED YEARS 
AGO

February 19, 1926
Thaws and rain are 

following the severe 
weather of the past few 
weeks.

Slash boards and 
manholes on the dam 
have been removed 
after icing operations 
at Waddingtons. If nor-
mal conditions exist this 
spring, lower Genesee 
street will not be flooded 
by backwater from the 
river.

In 24 days, 9,200 tons 
of ice were harvested by 
Waddingtons.

Twenty young people 
enjoyed a coasting party 
at the home of H.A. 
Follett.

Will Miller finished 
filling the ice house in 
Hoboken.

FOR SALE: Farm of 
50 acres, good location 
on state road. $1,200 to 
quick buyer.

110 YEARS AGO
February 18, 1916
The new U.S. subma-

rine chase is capable of 
making 41 mph.

Supt. A.C. Bowers 
reports having seen his 
first robin of the year on 
Wednesday last.

A party, consisting of 
Charles Havens and wife, 
S.B. Sherman and wife,, 
Floyd Jackson and wife, 
Elmer Welch and wife, 
W.J. Depee and wife and 
Clayton Jacobs and wife, 
enjoyed a sleigh ride to 

New Berlin and took in 
the moving pictures.

A cat owned by A.E. 
Cuyle came out victori-
ous in a battle with a 
skunk, killing its oppo-
nent. That is sure some 
cat.

A young man named 
Barrett Talbot arrived 
at the home of Isaac 
Welch, and in honor of 
the arrival I.T. smiled 
broadly, passed cigars 
to the men and over 16 
pounds of candy to the 
ladies. Congratulations 
and thanks for the treat.

Just what constitutes 
a “reasonable amount of 
liquor that can be pur-
chased in restaurants 
and consumed after 
1:00 a.m.. is bothering 
Chicago city fathers. 
Estimates range from a 
bottle to a keg.

John Hunter, who 
has been working at 
Earlville, has returned 
to the Borden Farm and 
will take charge of the 
calves.

William A. Card is 
confined to the bed with 
the grip.

Earl Matthews is 
drawing reins over a new 
horse.

Nelson Riley Gregory 
died after a long illness. 
Funeral services will 
be held at the school in 
Pecktown.

FOR RENT: Six room 
flat electric lights and 
bath. E.O. Colgrove, No. 
Main St.

 Valuable income tax credits provide fi nancial boost to New York 
families

NEW YORK STATE 
- The New York State 
Department of Taxation 
and Finance today urged 
taxpayers to review their 
eligibility for the Earned 
Income Tax Credit and 
the Empire State Child 
Credit. Both credits pro-
vide financial boosts to 
hardworking families.

“The Earned Income 
Tax Credit and expand-
ed Empire State Child 
Credit put money direct-
ly into the pockets of 
working taxpayers,” 
said New York State 
Department of Taxation 
and Finance Acting 
Commissioner Amanda 
Hiller. “I encourage all 
those eligible to take 
advantage of these valu-
able benefits that can be 
a financial lifeline for 

those struggling to make 
ends meet.”

The Earned Income 
Tax Credit is a refund-
able credit for work-
ing taxpayers who earn 
less than $68,675. This 
means taxpayers get a 
refund even if the cred-
it amount is more than 
what they owe in taxes.

When combined, 
Federal, New York 
State, and New York 
City Earned Income Tax 
Credits can be worth 
$12,873 for a family with 
three or more qualifying 
children.

Every year, thousands 
of New Yorkers qualify 
for the Earned Income 
Tax Credit for the first 
time because of changes 
to their financial situa-
tion, filing status, or per-

sonal life. For eligibility 
requirements, please see 
the Tax Department’s  
Earned Income Credit 
(New York State) web-
page. For federal qual-
ifications, see the  IRS 
Earned Income Tax 
Credit webpage.

For tax year 2025, 
the Empire State Child 
Credit has been sub-
stantially enhanced. 
The maximum amount 
for the Empire State 
child credit for children 
under age four increased 
from $330 to $1,000 
per child. This refund-
able credit provides sup-
port to eligible families 
who file New York State 
income tax returns. 

You are eligible for 
this refundable credit if 
you are a full-year New 

York State resident and 
have at least one quali-
fying child less than 17 
years old on December 
31 of the year you are 
claiming the credit for. 
For more information on 
this credit, visit Empire 
State child credit.

Taxpayers must file 
a personal income tax 
return to receive both 
credits, even if they 
don’t owe any taxes. 
Most taxpayers who are 
eligible for the Earned 
Income Tax Credit and 
the Empire State Child 
Credit, are likely also eli-
gible to take advantage of 
the free e-filing options 
available through 
the Tax Department. 
Options include:

Depending on your 
income and other crite-

ria, you may be eligible 
to use  Free File software 
to e-file your federal and 
state income tax returns 
at no cost through the 
Tax Department web-
site.

Take advantage of this 
truly free service each 
year, saving hundreds, if 
not thousands, of dollars 
in tax-preparation costs.

Free File information 
is available in  multi-
ple languages on the Tax 
Department’s website, 
www.tax.ny.gov.

If you don’t qualify for 
Free File, we have other 
options—including some 
other free ones—that 
may work for you. See  
other e-file options for 
personal income tax to 
learn more.

For taxpayers 

who qualify, the Tax 
Department’s Taxpayer 
Assistance Program 
(TAP) can help electron-
ically prepare and file 
their federal and state 
income tax returns at no 
cost.

During a scheduled 
session, Tax Department 
representatives will 
guide taxpayers through 
free tax preparation soft-
ware, step-by-step, as 
they complete and file 
their own tax return. 
The Tax Department’s 
online tax software is a 
safe and secure way to 
file. It’s quick and easy!

Visit the  Taxpayer 
Assistance Program to 
register for a session.
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WORD SEARCHCROSSWORD

ARCHIVES
ARRIVAL
AUDIOBOOKS
BIBLIOGRAPHY
CATALOG
CHECKOUT
CIRCULATION
COLLECTIONS

DATABASE
DESK
LIBRARIAN
LIBRARY
LOAN
MICROFICHE
PERIODICALS
QUIET

READING
REFERENCE
RESERVE
RETURN
SHELF
STACKS
STUDY
SYSTEM

  1. Cut quickly
  5. A way to state clearly
 11. River in NE Scotland
 14. Expansive
 15. Lacking social polish
 16. Amount of time
 17. Frame
 19. Automobile
 20. Toadstools
 21. High school dances
 22. Utilize
 23. Experimented with
 25. One-sided
 27. Acquisitive
 31. Potted plants
 34. Everyone has one
 35. Kalahari Desert lake
 38. Unidentified flying object
 39. People 65 and over

 41. Small amount
 42. Daughter of Acrisius
 44. Ornamental box
 45. Government agents
 46. Uncertain
 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny finish
 51. Treeless plains
 55. One’s sense of self-importance
 56. Consumer advocate
 60. Type of lounger
 61. Body part
 62. Can be persuaded
 64. Woman (French)
 65. Ready and willing to be taught
 66. Arab ruler title
 67. Unhappy
 68. Gradually went away
 69. Able to think clearly

  1. Brushed
  2. Small water spirit (Germ.)
  3. Heroes
  4. Monetary units
  5. Some don’t want to share theirs
  6. Free-swimming invertebrate
  7. Litigates
  8. Outer
  9. Parallelograms
 10. Uneasy feelings
 11. Cross
 12. A way to remove
 13. Pages can be dog-__
 18. Ukrainian city
 24. A citizen of Denmark
 26. Month
 28. Hindu queens
 29. Group of chemicals
 30. Rider of Rohan
 31. Wet dirt

 32. Southwestern Russia city
 33. Observed
 36. Angry
 37. Drivers’ licenses
 39. Musical composition
 40. Auction
 43. They __
 45. Women
 47. Be filled with love for
 48. Thick-soled sock
 49. Appears
 50. Old World lizard
 52. The leading performer
 53. Protein
 54. “Gunga Din” script writer
 57. Art __, around 1920
 58. __ Blyton, children’s author
 59. Abnormal breathing
 63. A place to rest

Solutions:

SUDOKU
Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. 
This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you 
square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as 
a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the 
numbers 1 through 9 must fi ll each 
row, column and box. Each number 
can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can fi gure out 
the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues 
already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it 
gets to solve the puzzle!
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BAINBRIDGE - If you 
love bluegrass music, 
don’t miss Chris Jones & 
the Night Drivers when 
they perform at the 
Bainbridge Town Hall 
Theatre on Saturday 
February 21 at 7 PM.  
Chris Jones & the Night 
Drivers make some of 
the most distinctively 
elegant yet driving blue-
grass music heard any-
where today. 

Deeply rooted in tra-
dition but never bound 
to it, they deliver orig-
inal music with tight 
arrangements, emo-
tional authenticity, and 
engaging humor. As 
actor and banjo play-
er Steve Martin says, 
“Chris Jones’ voice 
is there with the great 
masters,”  adding that 
the Night Drivers are 
“some of the best players 
in bluegrass.”

Chris Jones’ “Fork 
in the Road” won the 
IBMA Song of the Year 
award in 2007, when 
it appeared on the 
Infamous Stringdusters’ 
album of the same 
name. Today, Chris 
continues to build on 
his sparkling career by 
writing new songs that 
display solid craftsman-
ship, deep emotion, and 
inventive subject matter. 
As he has for the past 
two decades, Chris cre-
ates original bluegrass 
music that maintains the 
highest standards, lyri-

cally and musically. He 
shows that it is possible 
to write directly from 
the heart in a way that 
is authentic to the roots 
of bluegrass as well as 
the contemporary world 
in which he lives. Make 
Each Second Last is the 
first band album to fea-
ture all material written 
or co-written by Jones. 
Bluegrass is fortunate to 
have such a dedicated, 
talented, and tasteful 
songwriter working in 
the genre, and still at the 
top of his game.  

Collectively, Chris 
Jones & the Night 
Drivers have won 12 
IBMA awards and 
have racked up 27 #1 
songs. The band’s full-
length release, their first 
all-original album, Make 
Each Second Last, has 
received rave reviews 
and yielded an unprece-

dented eight consecutive 
#1 songs, including the 
title track “We Needed 
This Ride.” Their song, 
“Riding the Chief,” 
co-written by Chris and 
Thomm Jutz, was nom-
inated for 2022 IBMA 
Song of the Year. They 
have topped both the 
Bluegrass Today and 
Roots Music Review air-
play charts with the lat-
est album. Their new EP 
is Pages in Your Hand, 
has also yielded two 
more #1 songs, includ-
ing the title track.

In July of 2022, they 
made their debut on 
The Grand Ole Opry 
and were soon asked to 
return.  Chris Jones & 
the Night Drivers are 
currently signed to one 
of bluegrass music’s top 
record labels, Mountain 
Home Music Company, 
for whom they’ve 

recorded five critically 
acclaimed albums.  

Chris Jones & the 
Night Drivers have 
become popular repeat 
performers at major 
festivals like Merlefest 
in North Carolina, 
California’s Huck Finn 
Jubilee, and the Walnut 
Valley Festival in 
Winfield, Kansas. They 
have filled a wide vari-
ety of venues around the 
world, touring across the 
U.S. and Canada, and all 
over Europe, including 
Germany, Switzerland, 
the Czech Republic, and 
Ireland.

Members of the band  
are Chris Jones, Mark 
Stoffel, Nelson Williams 
and Grace Van’t Hof.  
Check out their website 
at https://chrisjones-
grass.com/,

Doors open at 6:00 
pm and all performanc-
es are open seating.  
Tickets are available 
at the door or you may 
reserve a ticket ahead by 
calling 607-288-3882. 
Tickets that evening are 
$18/$15.  In the art gal-
lery that evening, the 
works of Danielle Haney 
will be featured.   The 
gallery is open at 6 pm 
before the show through 
intermission and is free 
to the public.   For fur-
ther information or to 
see future events visit 
www.jerichoarts.com.  

- Information from the 
JAC

Chenango Arts Council 
offers ‘paint and sip’ 
creative workshops 

The Chenango Arts Council will off er two Paint 
and Sip workshops in the month of February, in 
two diff erent mediums. Both taught by Kathleen 
Smith. The watercolor class will be held on Feb-
ruary 21 and an oil on February 28, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. (Submitted photo)

NORWICH – The 
Chenango Arts Council 
is pleased to offer two 
Paint and Sip workshops 
in the month of February, 
in two different medi-
ums. Both taught by 
Kathleen Smith, a water-
color class will be held 
on February 21 and an 
oil on February 28, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

All skill levels are wel-
come. Supplies and step 
by step instruction will 
be provided, as well as 
wine thanks to Nazzito’s 
Wines and Liquors. 

Students can register 
for these workshops at 
ChenangoArts.org, as 
well as view the paint-
ings that will be taught. 

“Kathleen’s last 
watercolor workshop 
filled up so quickly,” 
said Programming 
and Development 
Coordinator Mary Beth 
Miller about a recent ses-
sion, “We’re excited to 

offer another. Everyone 
had a blast.”

The classes will be 
held in Chenango Arts 
Council’s classroom at 
27 West Main Street, 
Norwich, 13815. Tickets 
are $60 for CAC mem-
bers, $55 for non-mem-
bers. 

Chenango Arts Council 
would like to thank NBT 
Bank, the Roger Follett 
Foundation and The 
New York State Council 
on the Arts. Chenango 
Arts Council’s program-
ming is made possible 
by the New York State 
Council on the Arts 
with the support of the 
Office of the Governor 
and the New York State 
Legislature.

For more information, 
Chenango Arts Council 
can be reached at 
(607)336-2787 or info@
chanangoarts.org.

 Chris Jones & the Night Drivers to 
perform at the Bainbridge Town 

Hall Theatre

Chris Jones & the Night Drivers will perform at the 
Bainbridge Town Hall Theatre on Saturday February 
21 at 7 P.M. (Submitted photo)

Bainbridge Free Library off ers 
variety of activities this February

BAINBRIDGE - The 
Bainbridge Free Library 
hosting a variety of 
engaging activities in 
February. Whether 
you’re a book lover, a 
craft enthusiast, or sim-
ply looking for a fun way 
to spend time with loved 
ones, there’s something 
for everyone.

From now until 
Valentine’s Day, the 
library is hosting a 
special event called 
“A Surprise Valentine 
(With a Book!)”. Patrons 
can choose a wrapped 
book from the display, 
check it out, unwrap it, 
and enjoy the surprise 
read. It’s a perfect way 
for book lovers to add 
a bit of mystery and 
excitement to their read-
ing routine.

For those who enjoy 
crafting, the Yarn Group 
meets every Saturday 
from 10:00 AM to Noon. 
It’s a relaxed and friend-
ly environment where 
participants can bring 
their knitting, crochet, 
or other yarn projects to 
work on while socializ-
ing with others. It’s an 
ideal way to unwind and 
share tips with fellow 
crafters.

On Wednesdays at 
10:30 AM, the library 
offers Storytime, a great 
opportunity for young 
children to develop early 
reading skills through a 
fun mix of stories, songs, 
and activities. This inter-
active session is perfect 
for children ages 0-5, 
providing an enjoyable 
way to encourage a love 

of books and learning.
On Saturday, February 

21st, the library is host-
ing a Cookie Decorating 
Workshop at 1:30 PM. 
This hands-on event, led 
by talented baker Erin 
Kiser, is open to both 
adults and children ages 
5 and up. It’s a great 
chance to bond with 
family members while 
learning the art of cook-
ie decorating. Space is 
limited, so sign up soon 
for this sweet opportu-
nity to create delicious 
memories together.

Finally, the library’s 
Book Club meets on 
Thursday, February 
26th at 11:00 AM. It’s 
an informal gathering 
for anyone interested in 
discussing what they’re 
reading, sharing book 

recommendations, and 
showing some love for 
literature. It’s a great 
way to connect with fel-
low readers and discover 
new books.

The Bainbridge Free 
Library is open on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays from 
9:45 AM to 5:00 PM, 
and on Saturdays from 
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
For more information 
or to sign up for events, 
stop by the library or 
give them a call. Don’t 
miss out on the exciting 
activities this February 
at the Bainbridge Free 
Library!

- Information from the 
Bainbridge Free Library

Winter hours at Guilford 
Historical Society

GUILFORD - The 
Guilford Historical 
Society’s “Tom and 
Wilma Gray” Research 
Room will be open on 
the second Saturday 
of the winter months, 
January through April.   

The library contains 
extensive genealogy 
records for Guilford 
families, area cemetery 
records, local scrap-
books, Guilford school 
records, church infor-
mation and much more 

relating to Guilford. It 
will be open from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. on Feb. 14, 
March 14 and April 1; 
with the town historian,  
archivist or GHS mem-
bers ready to help visi-
tors.  

The Society building 
is located at 124 County 
Road 36 in Guilford 
Center.

- information from 
the Guilford Historical 

Society
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Advisor of the year: NY Skills USA Area II Vice President Pierce 
Haney introduces DCMO BOCES Culinary Arts teacher and 
SkillsUSA chapter advisor Jeanni Romanowski, this year’s Area 
II Advisor of the Year.

DCMO BOCES students participate in SkillsUSA Regional 
Competition  

Kaedin VanEchaute, Morris 
CSD 1st Place Heavy Equip-
ment Operations

Mackenzie Spain, Unatego 
CSD 1st Place, Restaurant 
Service

LeAnna Crandall, Sidney CSD 
1st Place, Nurse Assisting 
(Photos from  DCMO BOCES)

Kayla Escobar, Unatego 
CSD

Taylor French, Gilberts-
ville-Mount Upton CSD

Tallan Davis, Greene CSD Jade Lindroth, Gilberts-
ville-Mount Upton CSD

Avery Solloway, Sher-
burne-Earlville CSD

Chloe Stilson, Unatego 
CSD

M O R R I S V I L L E , 
NY — Students from 
DCMO BOCES Robert 
W. Harrold Campus 
in Sidney Center and 
Alan D. Pole Campus in 
Norwich participated 
in the SkillsUSA Area 
II Competition, held at 
SUNY Morrisville on 
February 6, with nine 
students and a chap-
ter advisor bringing 
home awards.  The 
regional event fea-
tured 50 hands-on 
competitions, with 
approximately 975 
students representing 
25 schools, including 
CTE centers and high 

schools with SkillsUSA 
chapters. Students 
demonstrated techni-
cal skills, profession-
alism, and leadership 
across a wide range 
of contests. DCMO 
BOCES student Pierce 
Haney (Unatego CSD) 
had a busy role at the 
event, as he is current 
Area II Vice President. 

SkillsUSA is a 
national organization 
that helps students 
develop the skills 
they need for techni-
cal, skilled, and ser-
vice careers through 
a partnership among 
students, teachers, and 

industry professionals. 
It hosts competitions 
on the national, state 
and regional levels 
for students. Jennifer 
Lawrence, Director of 
Career and Technical 
Education at DCMO 
BOCES, serves as the 
Administrator Trustee 
of Area II. Nanette 
LaTourette, Human 
and Retail Services 
Teacher at Harrold 
Campus, also serves 
as an Advisor Trustee 
of Area II. SkillsUSA 
advisors at Harrold 
Campus are Nanette 
LaTourette (Human 
and Retail Services 

Teacher) and Jeanni 
Romanowski (Culinary 
Arts Instructor). 
Jamie Milk (Culinary 
Arts LTA) and Amanda 
Larsen (Conservation ) 
LTA are the SkillsUSA 
advisors at Pole 
Campus.

DCMO BOCES is a 
regional provider of 
educational services to 
students and schools, 
and operates school 
campuses in Sidney 
Center and Norwich. 
To find out more about 
DCMO BOCES services 
and programs, visit 
www.dcmoboces.com.

Competition Results 

From Harrold 
Campus: 2nd Place, 
Automotive Service 
– Basic: Kayla 
Escobar, Unatego 
CSD;  1s t  P lace , 
Heavy Equipment 
Operations: Kaedin 
VanEchaute, Morris 
CSD;  1s t  P lace , 
Restaurant Service: 
Mackenzie Spain, 
Unatego CSD; 2nd 
P l a c e ,  B a s i c 
Healthcare: Chloe 
Sti lson,  Unatego 
CSD; 3rd Place, Basic 
Healthcare: Taylor 
French, Gilbertsville-
Mount Upton CSD; 2nd 
Place, Medical Math: 

Jade  L indroth , 
Gi lber tsv i l l e -Mount 
Upton CSD; 1st Place, 
Nurse Assist ing: 
LeAnna Crandall, 
Sidney CSD

F r o m  P o l e 
Campus: 3rd Place 
Nurse Assisting: Avery 
Solloway, Sherburne-
Earlville CSD; 3rd 
Place: Cabinetmaking: 
Tallan Davis, Greene 
CSD

Recognition: Area 
II Advisor of the Year: 
Jeanni Romanowski 
(Harrold Campus)

— Information from 
DCMO BOCES

New Berlin’s own 
social network... 
delivered to your 
mailbox every
week.
Call 337-3087 to start 
your subscription today - 
for as little as 
$24.95 a year!

GAZETTEServing the Unadilla and Butternut Valleys Since 1871

THE

-
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CLASSIFIEDS

If you’re a community-
focused professional with 
a passion for local sports, 
we want to hear from you. 
Apply today and be part of 

a newsroom that values 
accuracy and commitment 

to local journalism.

NOW HIRING: SPORTS WRITER

APPLY 
TODAY!

SEND YOUR RESUME AND COVER LETTER 
TO: CAREERS@EVESUN.COM

No phone calls please. 
The Evening Sun is an equal opportunity employerThThe EvEveneniningg SuSunn isis ann eqequaual opppop rtunity y emplp oyyer

Responsibilities Include:
• Cover local high school and community sports events, write engaging 

• Attend games, take action photos, and capture compelling moments for 
publication • Create and proofread print and digital content for accuracy, 

including: headlines, captions, scores, stats, spelling, and grammar
• Ensure consistency with The Evening Sun’s style and standards, 

including Associated Press guidelines • Maintain regular communication 
with coaches, athletic directors, and readers

Preferred Skills & Experience Include:
• Strong command of grammar, spelling and punctuation • Ability to 
work independently and meet daily deadlines • Comfortable handling 

Schedule & Hours:
Full-time position Monday through Friday with weekend event coverage 
required. Set your own hours around a morning editorial deadline and 

evening/weekend game schedules.  

Pay Range: $16.00/hr – $18.00/hr

Join Our Team Covering 
Chenango County Athletics
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Kitchens • Baths • Countertops • Windows • Flooring
Docks • Railing • Fencing • Decking • Awnings

Phone: 607-843-9834
Fax: 607-843-2526
fabershome@frontier.com

116 Warn Pond Rd.
Oxford, NY 13830

Is your child struggling with focus or 
school performance? Are you having trouble 

staying organized or on task at work?

Comprehensive ADHD Evaluations
Using Objective Computerized Testing, 

Not Just Questionnaires. 

ADHD EVALUATIONS for 
CHILDREN and ADULTS

Sidney, NY • 800-909-7449 • 24/7
info@expertADHDtesting.com

Dr. Edward Nichols l PhD, MSW, LCSW-R
40 years of clinical experience

Faithful Friends Pet Crematory, Inc.

Morris Central School Openings:

TEACHER AIDE
Pre-K classroom. Starting 3/2/26

SUBSTITUTES NEEDED

EOE

Please send an application and letter of 
interest (or just letter of interest if you 

have an application on file) by 2/25/26 to:
Judy Matson, District Clerk

Morris Central School
PO Box 40, Morris, NY 13808

• Teachers
• LTAs

• Teacher Aides
• Nurses

116 Warn Pond Rd., Rte. 12 South, Oxford • 607-843-2000
Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

www.countrysideoxford.com

FACTORY AUTHORIZED DEALER

Coal Stoves • Boilers • Furnaces

WE 
CARRY 
PARTS

We Deliver

BAGGED 
COAL

New
Lower Coal 
Price Only

$435/ton

BOSTON TERRIER PUPS 1st
shots, de-wormed, $350. Call
315-572-6691.

THE EDMESTON MUSEUM
Now open Saturdays 9am-noon.
1 North Street, Edmeston, NY

WANTED: Any old canning jars.
Contact us at 607-263-2530.

SKUNKS, BATS
607-373-1754.

Professional lawn service:
Fertilization,weed control,
seeding, aeration &mosquito
control. Free quote. Ask about
first application special! 833-
860-0811

No cleaning gutters
guaranteed!Leaf Filter- most ad-
vanced gutter protection, backed
by ano-clog guarantee &lifetime
warranty. 833-610-1936
schedule free inspection &-
estimate. Get 75% off install &-
$250 bonus discount! Limited
time. Restrictions apply, see rep
for warranty & details.

BEST WAY TO save money. 
Get the scissors and clip the 
weekly coupons in this paper. 
Saving money is easy!

MORRIS TENT
RENTALS INC
OFFERS A full line of party
rental equipment. We can
provide tents, tables and chairs,
dishware, glassware, flatware
and linens, dance floors, lighting
and staging...everything you
need to make your event perfect.
Call 607-263-9916 or stop in our
showroom at 26 Mill Street,
Morris, NY
www.morristents.com.

MobileHelp, America’s premier
mobile medical alert system.
Whether you’re home or away.
For safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts! Free
brochure! 1-888-489-3936

JACUZZI BATH Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waving all
installation costs! (Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 3/-
30/25.) 1-844-501-3208

Inflation is at 40 year highs.
Interest rates are way up. Credit
cards. Medical bills. Car loans.
Do you have $10k or more in
debt? Call National Debt Relief
and find out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less than
what you owe! Free quote: Call
1-844-955-4930

HOME BREAK-INS take less
than 60 seconds. Don’t wait!
Protect your family, your home,
your assets now for as little as
70\’a2 a day! 1-844-591-7951.

FURNITURE
REFURBISHED USED
furniture!! Dutch Valley
Furniture Barn. Thursday, Friday
and Saturday 9 am to 4 pm.
Another time?? Call 607-965-
8724.

FRUIT TREES
607-746-3365
FIRST FROST THRU APRIL is
the time to prune. We do
orchards; large and small, fruit
trees, blueberry bushes. Call
Bob.

FOR SALE: 1940s and 1950s
wheat pennies, thousands
available, call 607-293-6034 for
details, make offer.

DON’T LET THE stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 1-
833-399-3595

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the
most local MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once.
HBO Max included for 3 mos
(w/Choice Package or higher.)
No contract or hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

CRAFTERS
WANTED
Richfield Springs: June 13th,
45th Annual Friendship Craft
Festival, Spring Park; October
3rd, 6th Annual Fall Craft Fair
Cullen Pumpkin Farm Info:
www.rschurchofchristuniting.co-
m (upcoming events tab): email:
friendshipcraftfestival@yahoo.c-
om : email:
fallcraftfair@yahoo.com.
Sponsored by the Church of
Christ Uniting.

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide coverage as
the largest carriers. No long-term
contract, no hidden fees free
activation. All plans feature
unlimited talk & text, starting at
just $20/mo. Call 1-877-751-
0866

COMMERCE
CHENANGO
PRESENTS
UPSTATE WEDDING Expo
2026 Sunday March 1st 12 pm-
3 pm Located at Canasawacta
Country Club. Join us for a free
event for couples, friends and
family planning their perfect
event. This exciting expo
connects you with local vendors,
ideas and inspiration to make
your special day unforgettable.
Featuring Sarah Velasquez from
TLC’s “Say Yes To The Dress”.
Register today by visiting
www.bullthistlebridal.com

BRASS BED
FULL SIZE brass bed in very
good condition. Pictures
available. $250 call 607-336-
8060.

BLACK CAT
ANTIQUES AND
GIFTS
IS A PRIMITIVE and country
mix of old purposeful clutter and
handmades. Handmade 
decorations, Warm Glow
Candles and wax melts.  14 East
Main St Earlville, NY
3156915721 Hours Tues-Fri
9:00-4:00 Sat 9:00-2:00 Check
out our Facebook page

BECOME A published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free authors
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as 1 day! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-877-543-9189.

ATTENTION OXYGEN
Therapy users!  Discover oxygen
therapy that moves with you
with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

BABY
STROLLER
ANTIQUE BABY stroller in
good condition. Needs some
cleaning. $50. Call 607-336-
8060.

Prepare for power outages today
with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a
free 7-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-
948-6176 today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
may be covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 877-305-1535

BLACK CAT
ANTIQUES AND
GIFTS
IS A PRIMITIVE and country
mix of old purposeful clutter and
handmades. Handmade
decorations, Warm Glow
Candles and wax melts. 14 East
Main St Earlville, NY
3156915721 Hours Tues-Fri
9:00-4:00 Sat 9:00-2:00 Check
out our Facebook page

PLUMBING
QUALITY PLUMBING repairs
& new installations. Water
heaters. Frozen pipe thawing.
Drain, sewer, septic & culvert
line cleaning. Septic tank/line
locating. Video drain inspection.
Visa/MC. Local, reliable,
reasonable, insured. 607-263-
2626 - WV,
drainservicepros.com.

THE PENNYSAVER is on line
at www.pennysaveronline.com

YOU NEED IT, we’ve got it in
the Pennysaver!

GREAT PETS can be found in
the Pennysaver...find yours today!
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40 lb. 
Black Oil 
Sunflower 
Bird Seed

��������

WOW!

$2350
EACH

Many other mixes available.
Stop in or call for pricing.

SUET CAKES
Orange - Peanut 

 Birds Blend - Berry - Apple

.99¢

OR

$2000
EACH 

When 
you buy 
2+ more

11 oz.

ONLY

When you buy 12+ 

“Progress Always Involves Risk. You Can’t Steal Second Base 
And Keep Your Feet Safely Planted On First.”

“Local” to Weaver’s Farm Market is Otsego and adjoining Counties

Payment Payment 
Cash Or Cash Or 
Check - Check - 

No Credit No Credit 
CardsCards

1272 East Side Rd., 

MORRIS NY 13808 
607-263-2030 
Hours: Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9 am - 5 pm
Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm
Closed Sunday and MondayOPEN

YEAR-

ROUND

DELI SPECIALS 

• JFM Oven Roasted Chicken Breast.......$5.99 lb.
• JFM Cooked Corned Beef....................$8.49 lb.
• JFM Baby Swiss Cheese......................$4.99 lb.
• JFM Havarti Cheese............................$3.99 lb.2/17/26 - 2/28/26

WEAVER’SWEAVER’S
FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

MONEY SAVINGS COUPON

10% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE

Bring this coupon in with you to redeem. 
Limit one per customer per transaction. 
Cannot be combined with any other sale or 
promotion.

Coupon expires 2/28/26

COUPON

TERRY BROWNELL TERRY BROWNELL General Contractor
607-244-6614
TJ BROWNELL TJ BROWNELL 607-201-5180
335 Coontown Mountain Rd.
Edmeston, NY 13335
bthomebuilder@yahoo.com

BROWNELL CONSTRUCTIONBROWNELL CONSTRUCTION

• New Homes 
• Renovations 
• All Aspects of  
   Carpentry

• Decks 
• Garages 
• Free     
   Estimates

BILL LAKE Simplex Modular AgentBILL LAKE Simplex Modular Agent

and SonPeachey

Renovations
Quality Amish Craftmanship

All phases of Interior and Exterior Renovations
• Siding • Roofing • Additions

• Decking: New or Repairs

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Shem Peachey 
315-983-2315

SMOKEY’S ROOFING LLC
We specialize in metal and shingle 

roofs.  We also take care of your 
roof repairs and chimney repairs.  

Don’t take care of just one 
problem, take care of them both 

with one call...

Contact Jake at

518-423-7496
smokeysroofing25@gmail.com

Quality and Customer 
Satisfaction is our

#1 Top Priority

Fully 
Insured

Jennison Fuels
WE ACCEPT 

HEAP
Locally Owned 

& Operated OFFERING
• Kerosene • Diesel • Fuel Oil • Gasoline

100 gallon minimum for all deliveries
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Call Us For A Competitive Price Quote Today!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Winter Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm; Sat. 8 am-12 pm; Closed Sun.
Available 24/7 at 315-855-5020

107 Burrows Rd., West Winfield, NY • Owner: Wayne Jennison

A division of Countryside Management Corp.

(800) 411-FUEL or 
(518) 853-4399

150 Gallon Minimum. The above prices are 
subject to change. Call today for current price. 
All deliveries are made COD. We accept 
MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Discover, 
Cash and Checks.  *Prices subject to change.

FUEL OIL & DIESEL
KEROSENE

Call For Current Pricing
or go to

www.Countrysidefuels.com

A division of Countryside Management Corp.

WANTED TO BUY: Tractors, 
any condition. I pay cash. James 
MacFadden Jr. 518-284-2090

Wesley Financial Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt & fees cancelled
in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. 833 -
308-1971

WE ARE OPEN. We service all
makes of lawn equipment and
we pick up. Otego Sales &
Repair 607-988-7859.

YANKEE
CANDLES
LARGEST selection of Yankee
Candles in the area. Check out
our Candle of the Month. Save
20% off at Bartle’s Pharmacy on
the park, Oxford. 607-843-2841.

WE BUY HOUSES for cash as
is! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer &
get paid. Get your fair cash offer
today by calling Liz Buys
Houses: 1-844-877-5833

THE MAGIC CLOSET:  A joint
project of several churches in
Morris providing used clothing
and household. Zion Episcopal
Parish, 162 Main Street, Morris.
Wednesdays and Saturdays
10:00am-noon. Or to make an 
appointment call 607-263-5859
or 607-263-5116.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
Veterans today! Help and
support our Veterans. Fast - free
pick up. 100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398.

SunSetter. America’s number
one awning! Instant shade at the
touch of a button. Transform
your deck or patio into an
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year
limited warranty. Call now and
Save$350 today! 1-855-914-
1148

STRUGGLING TO HEAR?
Audien Hearing delivers crystal-
clear sound with affordable,
invisible hearing aids. Starting at
$189! Call Now: 888-760-1015

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY!
TV, internet & voice for 
$99.97/month. Fastest internet.
100 MB per second speed. Free
Primetime on demand.
Unlimited voice. No contracts. 
Call 1-877-338-2315 or visit
http:/tripleplaytoday.com/news.

REACH MILLIONS OF homes
nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS
Network! For more information
www.communitypublishers.com/
category/all-products.

SICK & TIRED of
VARICOSE
VEINS?   
If Your Legs Ache, Throb, Itch,
Cramp, Have Rashes, Swelling,
Restlessness, Ulcers, or Clots,
Then It’s Probably a Vein
Problem that can be Treated in
Only Minutes Right in the
Office. Accepting Most
Insurances Including Medicare.
Call 607/431-2525 for Your
Complimentary Leg Vein Exam
and Ultrasound Today. Dr Eric
Dohner at Schweiger
Dermatology Group in Oneonta,
Norwich, Cobleskill and
Binghamton.

REPLACE YOUR roof w/the
best looking & longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up
to 50% off install + Additional
10% off install (military, health
& 1st responders.) 1-833-370-
1234

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - free pick up.
100% tax deductible. Call 1-800
-245-0398

SKIN
PROBLEMS?
Schweiger Dermatology Group
Specializes in Acne, Rashes,
Moles and Warts. Dermatology
Appointments Now Available!
We Promise to See You the
WEEK You Call! Oneonta,
Norwich, Cobleskill, and
Binghamton. Accepting Most
Insurances Including Medicare.
Call 607/431-2525 Now or visit
SchweigerDerm.com

RAINBOW
VACUUMS
SERVICE, SUPPLIES, sales.
New and reconditioned. Call
315-525-7232.

INSULATION
IF YOU HAVE an existing home
or are building a new one call
Upstate Spray Foam Insulation
for all your insulation needs. We
install fiberglass, batts, blown
fiberglass and spray foam.
Quality work at affordable
prices. Call for a free estimate,
315-822-5238.

FOR ALL OF
YOUR REAL
ESTATE NEEDS
CALL
PATRICK S MCNEIL Licensed
Real Estate Associate Broker.
Cell 607-226-1148. Keller
Williams Realty The Parker
Walsh Team 6146 State Highway
12, PO Box 817 Norwich, NY
13815.

INTERSTATE HOMES:
Manufactured & Modular home
sales & installation serving NY
& PA. 27 years experience.
View our display models at 2543
State Route 7, Harpursville, NY
13787. 607-693-1632. Web or
Facebook @ interstatehomes.net.

TRAILERS &
HITCHES
WE CARRY Enclosed, Utility,
Snowmobile, Equipment,
Gooseneck & Dump. Over 200
in stock plus parts and acces-
sories. Ashley Trailers &
Hitches, Binghamton, NY.
www.ashleytrailers.com 607-
722-1622.

SHERBURNE- GOT SPACES
for warehouses, stores,
manufacturing, low electric
rates. Try me. Jim Webb 607-
316-1525.

2001 YAMAHA SNOW mobile,
500 cc, with up seat, runs very,
very good. $1,650. 607-293-
6034.

FIND YOUR DREAM JOB in our
Employment section.

DID YOU Know...You can place
a private ad under $100 free!

YOUR LOCAL PENNYSAVER,
more than just a pretty paper....
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REAL ESTATE

B U S I N E S S  D I R E C T O R Y

GZ

HOMETOWN
REAL ESTATE

Route 8, PO Box 458
New Berlin, NY 13411

Suzanne E. Nogaret, Broker
PH. (607) 847-8288

CONSTRUCTION

1-800-723-9092 • 315-691-4900
Don’t be fooled by the Name.  
We’re the Best in the Game! 

www.citiscapellc.com 

Block Work to Framing • Sheet Rock 
to Electric • Kitchens to Bathrooms 
• Post Beam to Custom Wood Work 

• Land Clearing to Pond Building 
• Patios to Retaining Walls
and Everything in Between

Call 607-847-6131 To Subscribe Or Place A Classified In The Gazette.

Call the S.P.C.A.
334-9724

PETS

Looking for a new 
pet or have you 

lost a pet?

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

DAKIN 
FUNERAL HOME L.P.

Licensed Manager

Licensed Directors

17 North Main St. 
New Berlin, NY 13411 • (607) 847-6231

 www.dakinfuneralhome.com

Family Owned 
Since 1886

Traditional Funerals
Pre-Arrangements

Cremations 
Monument Sales

LOGS/TIMBER

STORAGE

Co. Rt. 13, 
approximately 1 mile 

outside Morris. 
Call for information 
on your new unit. 

(607) 437-1915

WINDY HAVEN 
STORAGE

UNITS

Edmeston, NY
965-9980 • 965-2176

LIQUID PROPANE

NORTON’S GAS

David & Lisa Norton- Owners

•Home Delivery Service

• 24 hr. Emergency Service

• LP Hot Water & Heating

• Appliances

PLUMBING and HEATING

serving Otsego, Delaware 
and Chenango Counties

- New Gas, Oil & Electric 
Heating System Installation

- Heating System Repairs
& Cleaning

- Water Heater Installation
& Service

- Service Contracts Available
- All Aspects of Plumbing

607-783-2289
www.gilbertph.com

PLUMBING/ SEPTICS

jbslinecleaningandplumbing.com

Specializing in 
Hydrojetting

• New Septic Systems 
• Septic Pumping & Repairs 

• Rotary Line Cleaning 
• Line Location 
• Inline Camera 

• Effluent & Sewage Pump 
Repair & Installation

866-790-4JBS
607-263-9920

ADVERTISING

To place your ad 
in this space call 

The Gazette

GET NOTICED!

607-847-6131

Call Tyler at 607-337-3026

ADVERTISING

E-Mail: tslater@pennysaveronline.com

Tyler Slater
Senior Account 

Executive
Your customer 

service 

representative for 

the Norwich,  

Sidney, Oneonta-

Cooperstown and 

Wharton Valley 

Pennysavers.

DENTISTS

1 0 3  B u r r o w s  R d . ,  S u i t e  1  
W e s t  W i n f i e l d ,  N Y

3 1 5 - 8 2 2 - 4 3 2 1

• General & Preventative Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Endodontics & Periodontics
• Crowns, Bridges & Implants
• Dentures & Partial Dentures

DENTAL ASSOCIATES 

OF WEST WINFIELD

D r .  S t e p h e n  D u d e k ,  D . D . S .
D r .  S u s a n  S e k r e t a ,  D . D . S .

D r .  B r i a n n e  C a r d i l l o ,  D . D . S .

ADVERTISING

To place your ad 
in this space call 

The Gazette

GET NOTICED!

607-847-6131

CONTRACTOR

Van Wieren Bros.
–––– CONTRACTING ––––

 • Foundations - ICF (insulated 
concrete forms) and poured 
concrete

 • Excavation - cellars, septic, 
drives, ponds, etc.

 • Buildings - homes, pole 
barns, garages, steel

 • Concrete Products - septic 
tanks, well tile, D-boxes, 
drywells & covers

 • Demolition
Shop & Office:

315-855-4453
136 Fiddlers Green Rd.

West Winfield, NY 13491
Like us on       @vanwierenbroscontracting 

ELECTRICAL

Commercial/Residential
Licensed and Insured

•  N e w  E l e c t r i c  S e r v i c e s
•  U p g r a d e  S e r v i c e  –  m e t e r s
   a n d  p a n e l s
•  R e p a i r s  a n d  r e n o v a t i o n s
•  C a r  C h a r g e r s
•  G e n e r a t o r  –  S a l e s / I n s t a l l s
88 Cortland St., Norwich, NY 13815

607-334-5510
www.westcottelectric.com

PAINTING

Otsego 
Pro Painting

For professional 
results every time!

Tom Cline
41 Years Experience
Serving Otsego and 
Surrounding Counties
315-360-4543
Edmeston

Interior/Exterior
Painting, Staining 
& More

• Fully Insured
• Commercial
• Residential
• EPA (lead) Certified

Financing Options Available

TAX SERVICES

��Payroll Services
��Individual & Business 

Tax Services
��Bookkeeping
��Sales Tax/Quarterly

Reporting
*Servicios bilingues disponibles*

607-222-7798
BAMBookkeeping25@gmail.com

˝

TREE SERVICE

Fully Insured
 -  T r e e  r e m o v a l ,  t r e e  t r i m m i n g  &  p r u n i n g

-  S u p e r i o r  s e r v i c e  a n d  b u d g e t  f r i e n d l y  o p t i o n s
-  E x p e r t  t r e e  c a r e  a s s e s s m e n t s

Discover the benefits of working with us.

Contact 607-376-1173
for your complimentary estimate. 

Howling Tree LLC 
TREE SERVICE

DIGITAL ADVERTISING

FREE
WEBSITE DEMO
Ask us about an audit 

of your
current website.

IMPACTMARKETINGCONCEPTS.COM
INFO@IMPACTMARKETINGCONCEPTS.COM

607-318-1289
Located in Norwich, NY

518-993-3891
1497 St. Hwy. 163, Canajoharie

NEW TANKS

Above & Underground

Propane Tanks & Components
 for Complete Hookups. 

A s k  H o w  O w n i n g
Y o u r  O w n  T a n k

W i l l  S a v e  M o n e y

PROPANE TANKS
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Douglas E. Rifanburg
Masonry Contractor

Specializing in Total Home Construction

•New Home Construction
•Excavation
•All Aspects of Concrete Work
•Poured Foundations
•Garages •Decks
•Pole Barns •Septic Work
•Chimneys & Fireplaces

FULLY INSURED
Over 30 years of service
Commercial & Residential

Douglas E. Rifanburg
354 Bert White Road
Edmeston, NY 13335

607-965-8413
rifanburg4@aol.com

Fully Insured
Owner: Michael Rifanburg

Ph: 607-965-2023

RIFANBURG’S
LAWN & LANDSCAPES

Email:
rifanburgm74@gmail.com

Edmeston 
Central 
School 

DATA SPECIALIST
(GUIDANCE OFFICE)
10-month, civil service position. 

+10 Additional Summer Work Days.

Salaried Position - $25,000-$27,000
Paid Time Off/NYS Retirement

Health & Dental

Please submit an Otsego County Civil 
Service Application (available on website) 

by February 25, 2026 to:
Sonja Rusweiler, Business Manager

srusweiler@edmeston.net

Edmeston Central School
PO Box 5129, Edmeston, NY 13335

has an opening 
for a

94 North Main Street, New Berlin 

607-847-6911AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES , LLC

STAGE’S

STAGE’S AUTO SPECIAL

Lube/Oil/Filter 
Offer good up to 

5 quarts of oil. Tax excluded.

$3495ONLY

• Brake Service • Tune Ups • Transmission Service 

• Lube, Oil, Filter • Muffler Work 

• Servicing All Brands, Foreign & Domestic  

• NYS Inspections • Tires

HONEST, LOCAL, RELIABLE SERVICE

CLIP & SAVE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES , LLC

STAGE’S

*Does not include synthetic oil

*

Randy & Nick Stage, 
Owners

Open Weekdays
 8 am to 5 pm

FOR SALE 2005 Yamaha
model SX230 boat with trailer,
140 hp engine, nice condition
$15,000 call 607-334-2001.

OXYGEN-ANYTIME,
anywhere. No tanks to refill. No
deliveries. The all new Inogen
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! Free info kit: 1-855-
839-1738.

SSEE THE MAN
ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTIBLES
WE BUY ANTIQUE and
unique items. Stop in and see
what’s new. 54 North Main
Street, Sherburne, NY 607-316-
8463.

SERIOUS
COLLECTOR
BUYING OLD & RARE Items! I
do house calls! 40 
years’ experience. Also now
doing Estate and Insurance
appraisals. 607-287-1318.

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
We buy 2002-2018 cars/trucks,
running or not! Nationwide free
pickup! Call 1-888-416-2208.

FOR SALE
1991 CADILLAC
BROUGHAM
D’ELEGANCE
TOP OF THE LINE mint
condition, luxurious ride. White
with burgundy leather interior.
5.0 V8 with overdrive, anti-lock
brake system. 6-way power drive
and passenger seats, power
windows, locks,  mirrors, trunk
release, 81,000 miles. $18,000.
Photos available. Call 607-336-
8060.

LOOKING FOR
AN
AFFORDABLE
USED CAR?
SICK OF BUYING rusty junk
off of an individual or online and
then spending more than you
paid for it trying to get it
functional or to pass inspection?
At Central Auto Sales I take
pride in buying quality cars that
are still in excellent condition
that can supply you with many
miles of service in the future. I
typically buy my cars from states
south of NY to avoid the rust
associated with local cars. I have
a nice selection of cars in the
affordable $4-6K range, most are
low miles or low miles for the
age. I’m a lifetime resident of
Norwich. Buy from someone
local. No pressure, no fancy
hype, just quality cars at fair
prices! Central Auto Sales LLC,
429 Manley Road, Norwich.
www.centralautosalesllc.com
607-336-6371.

HOLY CROSS CHURCH- 98
Main St., Morris NY. Sunday
worship at 8:30 am. 607-263-
5143. See us at rcda.org/-
churches/holycross

SUNDAY NIGHTS 5:30pm
Christ Lutheran Church, 94 N.
Broad St., Norwich. Al-A-Non/-
Adult Children of Alcoholics
meeting.

COOPERSTOWN ASSEMBLY
of God Sunday Service 10:30
am. 4354 State Highway 80,
Hartwick, NY 13348. 607-547-
2833 all are welcome.

2020 ENCLOSED V-NOSE,
true car trailer, heavy duty, 20 ft.
long, 8 1/2 ft wide, ramp door
and 2 side doors, never used in
winter. Used 1 time, like new.
$11,000. 607-293-6034.

FOR SALE: NEW Hitzer Stoves
& Furnaces: Wood and Coal
Options.  Stainless Steel Hot
Water Canners.  Call David in
Richfield Springs for special
pricing 315-858-5370.

BORDER COLLIE x Scotch
Collie puppies, farm raised and
livestock exposed. Smart, easy to
train. Ready February 21st.
$500. Schoharie. Call/text 518-
231-2368.

BUYING ALL SPORTS
collectibles and coins, cards,
autographs & memorabilia. Cash
paid. Yastrzemski Sports, 75
Main Street, Cooperstown. 607-
547-7150.

1997 TRACTOR, Ford New
Holland 1720, 4x4, with loader.
Runs and works very good, 29
hp, $9,000. 607-293-6034.

EQUIPMENT
WANTED:
buying farm and construction
equipment of all kinds. One
piece or multiples at a time.
Renwick’s Equipment, 607-287-
8307

WE BUY FARM machinery.
One piece or full line. Frank
Walker, Inc. 607-610-4015
website:
frankwalkerauctions.com.

POLE BARN PACKAGES,
metal roofing & siding. Great
prices. Best in the area!
Homeowners & contractors wel-
come. Mountaintop Enterprises,
2726 State Hwy. 7, Bainbridge,
NY, 607-967-4877.

SEE THE MAN
ANTIQUES AND Collectibles,
54 North Main Street,
Sherburne, NY 607-316-8463.
Buy, sell, trade.

DO YOU OWN
WOODED
ACREAGE?
I Buy Standing Timber and offer
logging services done by the
A m i s h .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
If your woods have Hardwoods
and select evergreens, they
currently are bringing top dollar
at the local Amish mills                                                                  
Low impact Logging done by
Amish loggers with Horse drawn
carts.                                                                                                         
Call or message me for more
details (H) 607-783-2909 (C)
516-510-0838 and ask about a
free walk thru to evaluate your
woods and provide an estimate
of value on the spot.

COMPANY
EXPANSION IN
YOUR AREA
CUSTOMER SERVICE and
Assistant Managers. Full
training. If you’re not earning
$25/hour, text your name and
area to 315-864-4017.

DCMO BOCES
IS HIRING THE following
positions: Head Cook to provide
supervisory role in planning,
preparing and food service in
Norwich (full time), Substitute
Couriers, Custodial Workers,
Food Service Helpers, or
Laborers in Norwich or
Masonville (as needed), Safety
Technician OR Assistant Health
& Safety Coordinator - full,
office located in Norwich, but
travel required BOCES-wide It’s
a great time to work at DCMO
BOCES! Applications found at:
https://www.dcmoboces.com/o/-
dcmo-boces/page/current-
vacancies. Send completion to
recruiting@dcmoboces.com or
mail to DCMO BOCES 142
Whaupaunaucau Rd, Norwich
NY 13815

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
looking to hire.  Contruction
Worker, General Laborer,
Masonry Worker, Carpenter,
Equipment Operator.  CDL
License a plus but not required. 
Experience helpful but also not
required.  Pay based on
experience. Call 607-965-8413.

POURED
FOUNDATIONS &
EXCAVATION
DOUGLAS RIFANBURG
Contracting. Masonry, complete
site work, block foundations,
auger, jack hammer, brick and
stone work, all aspects of
concrete work, chimneys and
fireplaces, septic systems, pole
barns, garages, decks, small
additions. Commercial/-
residential. Fully insured. 354
Bert White Road, Edmeston.
607-965-8413.

FIND YOUR DREAM JOB in our
Employment section.

DID YOU Know...You can place
a private ad under $100 free!

WANT TO SELL your home?
Place your ad in the Pennysaver!

SHOP LOCAL: Anytime, any
day. Visit us on line at www.
pennysaveronline.com
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Local indoor track teams at Section IV Class Championships; 
B-G girls win Section IV, Class C title

ITHACA - The Section 
IV indoor track Class 
Championships took 
place on Saturday at 
Cornell University 
in Ithaca, where the 
Bainbridge-Guilford/
A f t o n / H a r p u r s v i l l e 
indoor track team won 
the Class C/D meet 
as the boys took sec-
ond behind Oneonta. 
Congratulations!

Full results can be 
found on ny.milesplit.
com.

Good luck to everyone 
at the State Qualifiers 
meet on February 20 at 
Ithaca College.

BGAH:
Girls’ Track:

Congratulations once 
again to the BGAH girls’ 
indoor team on winning 
the Class C title with a 
total of 80 points. 

Maddie Ingham took 
second in the 1000 
meter run with a time of 
3:18.14, behind Dryden’s 
leading 3:10.58.

Ingham and Madisyn 
Larsen both ran the 600 
meters, where Larsen 
took second with a time 
of 1:43.82, behind the 
leader’s 1:43.62.

Ingham came in third 
with a time of 1:45.43.

Tabitha Charette took 
third in the 1500 meter 
race walk with a time of 
9:19.62 as Isabel Suda 
finished fourth with a 
time of 9:52.87.

LaFever, Madi 
Beardslee, Jenna 
Wilson, and Sophia Suda 
competed in the 4x800 
meter relay, where they 
finished fourth with a 
time of 11:59.65. 

Ingham, Larsen, Laila 
Williams, and Isabel 
Suda took second in the 
4x400 meter relay with a 
time of 4:30.42, behind 
UV’s leading 4:28.67.

Macey LaFever came 
in seventh place in the 
3000 meter run with a 
time of 13:25.36 with 
teammate Ariana Nieves 
behind her in eighth 
place with a time of 
15:39.55.

Brenna George fin-
ished 14th in the 55 
meter dash with a time of 
8.15 seconds with Elanor 
Sprow in 21st with a time 
of 8.56 seconds. 

Emma Snow finished 
27th in the 300 meter 
dash with a time of 52.44 
seconds as Railey Odell 
had a 33rd place finish 
with a time of 56.19 sec-
onds. 

Girls’ Fielding:
Appalonia Bushaw 

became a Section IV, 
Class C champion in the 
girls’ long jump with a 
jump of 17 feet, five and 
a half inches. Kathleen 
Charette came in sev-
enth place with a jump 
of 13 feet, three and 3/4 
inches.

Bushaw took third in 
the high jump, clearing 
five feet, one inch. 

Brooklinn Hall came 
in sixth place in the tri-
ple jump with a jump 
of 29-0.75 with Elanor 
Sprow in ninth place 
(27-7.50).

Tori Suda took sec-
ond in the girls’ weight 
throw with a throw of 
39 feet, two inches, 
behind Oneonta’s lead-
ing 47-8.50. 

Emilie Hopkins fin-
ished fourth with a throw 
of 27 feet, four inches. 

Suda took third in the 
shot put with a throw of 
31 feet, three and a half 
inches. 

Marissa Mayo came in 
fifth place with a throw of 
31-0.75 with Abbagayle 
Fitzgerald in sixth with a 
throw of 28 feet exactly. 

Boys’ Track:
The BGAH boys’ 

indoor track team took 
second in Class C with 
69.50 points as Oneonta 
won with a final score of 
79.50. 

A team of Ethan 
Beardslee, Sean Fowler, 
Jackari Garipoli, and 
Owen Degan took second 
in the 4x800 meter relay 
with a time of 8:57.75, 
behind Walton’s leading 
8:55.82. 

The BGAH boys’ 
4x800 also broke the 
indoor record, that had 
been in place for 14 
years, said Coach Nick 
Mayo. 

Camren Cuozzo, 
Keegan Milk, Zane 
Mumbulo, and Davis 
Barnard finished seventh 
in the 4x200 meter relay 
with a time of 1:51.47.

Harpo Hardt led the 
BGAH boys with a sec-
ond place finish in the 
55 meter hurdles with 
a time of 7.98 seconds, 
behind Oneonta’s lead-
ing 7.93 seconds. 

Owen Degan fin-
ished fourth in the 3200 
meter run with a time 
of 10:05.71 as Rowan 
Beasinger earned a top 
10 finish with a time of 
11:47.53.

Degan picked up 
another fourth place 
finsh in the 1600 meters 
with a time of 4:53.79.

Harpo Hardt came in 
fourth place in the 55 
meter dash with a time 
of 6.85 seconds with 

Isaiah Hampton behind 
him, tied for fifth place 
with a time of 6.86 sec-
onds.

Sean Fowler took fifth 
in the 1000 meter run 
with a time of 2:50.87 
as Jackari Garipoli ran 
to a seventh place finish 
in the 600 meters with a 
time of 1:34.06. 

Theo Loya finished 
25th in the 300 meter 
dash with a time of 45.28 
seconds.

Boys’ Fielding:
Isaiah Hampton 

became a Section IV, 
Class C champion in 
the boys’ high jump, as 
he cleared six feet, two 
inches.

Hampton also won the 
long jump event with a 
jump of 22 feet, three 
inches, breaking the 
indoor record.

Ethan Beardslee 
cleared five feet, eight 
inches for seventh place 
in the high jump and 
Marcus Chavis cleared 
four feet, eight inches for 
16th place. 

Beardslee also finished 
seventh in the long jump 
with a jump of 18 feet, 
seven and a half inches. 

Harpo Hardt took sec-
ond in the triple jump 
with a jump of 41 feet, 11 
and 3/4 inches with Rj 
Dalmida in eighth place 
with a jump of 35 feet 
exactly.

Matthew Wombacker 
and Aiden Lockwood 
both competed in the 
boys’ pole valut, where 
Wombacker took third, 
clearing eight feet as 
Lockwood cleared seven 
feet for fifth place. 

Ryan Larsen finished 
sixth in the shot put 
event, where he threw 
for 40 feet, 11 and a half 
inches as teammate Cj 
Closs threw for 34 feet, 
11 inches for 15th place. 

Larsen took fifth in 
the weight throw with a 
throw of 37 feet, 11 inch-
es as Charlie Buccino 
came in seventh place 
with a throw of 35 feet, 
five and a quarter inches. 

NHS: 
Boys’ Track:

The Norwich Purple 
Tornado boys’ indoor 
track team came in ninth 
place out of 12 teams 
with 16 points in Class 
A/B.

Cameron Carnachan 
came in eighth place in 
the 55 meter dash finals 
with a time of 7.00 sec-
onds with teammate 
Malik Eccleston in 18th 
with a time of 7.42 sec-
onds.

Carnachan also com-
peted in the 300 meter 

dash, where he came in 
13th place with a time of 
40.39 seconds. 

Connor Marshall fin-
ished seventh in the 55 
meter hurdles with a 
time of 9.04 seconds. 

Carnachan, Eccleston, 
Marshall, and Nic Sutton 
came in fourth place as 
a team in the 4x200 
meter relay with a time 
of 1:41.49.

Boys’ Fielding:
Norwich’s Kaden 

Downey became a 
Section IV, Class A/B 
champion in the weight 
throw event with the best 
throw of 64 feet, seven 
and a quarter inches. 

Liam White threw for 
432 feet, four inches 
for seventh place in the 
weight throw. 

Connor Marshall 
cleared five feet, five 
inches for fifth place in 
the boys’ high jump 

Girls’ Track:
The Norwich girls’ 

track team finished 10th 
out of 12 teams in Class 
A/B with 11 points.

A team of Ava 
Cirigliano, Bri Cirigliano, 
Tristan Monroe, and 
Layla Root led the team 
with a third place finish 
in the 4x200 meter relay 
with a time of 1:59.22.

Ava Cirigliano led the 
Norwich girls with a 
fourth place finish in the 
300 meter dash with a 
time of 44.42 seconds. 
Nora Collins came in 
19th place with a time of 
55.67 seconds. 

Collins also Nora 
Collins finished 17th in 
the 55 meter dash with a 
time of 9.09 seconds.

Mckenzie Hagenbuch 
came in eighth place in 
the 1000 meter run with 
a time of 3:27.41. 

Hagenbuch also ran 
the 1500 meters, where 
she earned a top 10 finish 
with a time of 5:41.05.

Malea Sutton finished 
14th in the 600 meter run 
with a time of 2:23.37.

Girls’ Fielding:
Reagan Decker and 

Tristan Monroe both 
jumped in the long jump 
event, where Decker 
finished seventh with a 
jump of 14 feet, one and 
a quarter inches with 
Monroe in 10th place 
with a jump of 12 feet, 
two inches.

Decker cleared four 
feet, four inches for sixth 
place in the high jump as 
Monroe earned a top 10 
finish in the triple jump 
with a jump of 27 feet, 10 
and a quarter inches.

UV:
Girls’ Track:

The Unadilla Valley 

Storm girls’ indoor track 
team took fifth in Class 
C/D with 26 points. 

Margaret Kemnah, 
Madison Dix, Molly 
Gorrell, and Natalya 
Schrag became class 
champions in the girls’ 
4x800 meter relay with 
a time of 10:48.60.

Gorrell, Dix, Schrag, 
and Noelle Fernandez-
Naughton won the Class 
C/D 4x400 meter relay 
with a time of 4:28.67.

Natalya Schrag 
took third in the 1000 
meter run with a time 
of 3:23.36 as Margaret 
Kemnah earned a top 
10 finish with a time of 
3:39.31.

Madison Dix finished 
seventh in the 600 
meter run with a time 
of 1:49.11 with Molly 
Gorrell behind her in 
eighth place with a time 
of 1:51.62.

Noelle Fernandez-
Naughton came in ninth 
in the 300 meter dash 
with a time of 46.50 sec-
onds.

Girls’ Fielding:
Noelle Fernandez-

Naughton finished sev-
enth in the girls’ triple 
jump with a jump of 28 
feet, seven and a quarter 
inches. 

Boys’ Track:
The UV boys did not 

place in the Class meet. 
Aidan James came in 

14th in the 1000 meter 
run with a time of 3:06.55 
as Thomas Harrington 
finished 40th in the 55 
meter dash with a time 
of 10.24 seconds.

O-G:
Boys’ Track:

The Oxford-Greene 
boys’ indoor track team 
finished fourth in Class 
C/D with 55 points. 

Gordon Smith became 
a Class champion as he 
won the 1000 meter run 
with the fastest time of 
2:38.93.

Sherman Ludolph 
finished seventh in the 
same event with a time 
of 3:00.16.

Smith took second 
in the 1600 meter run 
with a time of 4:32.79, 
behind Lansing’s leading 
4:30.11.

Keegan Waltz also 
became a Class champi-
on as he won the 300 
meter dash with the fast-
est time of 36.58 sec-
onds. 

Liam Philippone fin-
ished 14th with a time of 
41.74 seconds. 

Sherman Ludolph 
came in ninth place in 
the 600 meter run with a 
time of 1:36.12.

Eddie Golden, Gordon 

Smith, Liam Griffin, and 
Keegan Waltz took sec-
ond in the 4x400 meter 
relay with a time of 
3:40.99, behind Thomas 
A. Edison’s leading 
3:40.82.

Liam Griffin, Dawson 
Viele, Eddie Golden, 
and Liam Philippone 
took third in the 4x200 
meter relay with a time 
of 1:43.66. 

Dawson Viele and 
Eddie Golden both com-
peted in the 55 meter 
dash, where Viele came 
in 19th place with a 
time of 7.61 seconds and 
Golden in 26th with a 
time of 7.86 seconds. 

Boys’ Fielding:
Isaac Utter took sec-

ond in the weight throw 
with a throw of 41 feet, 
five and a quarter inches, 
behind Sidney’s leading 
52-7. Utter earned a top 
10 finish in the shot put 
with a throw of 38 feet, 
seven inches.

Keegan Waltz took 
third in the boys’ high 
jump, clearing six feet 
as Liam Philippone fin-
ished seventh in the tri-
ple jump with a jump 
of 37 feet, six and 3/4 
inches. 

Girls’ Track:
The Oxford-Greene 

girls’ indoor track team 
tied for 18th place with 
Candor with eight team 
points. 

Amani Amin, Ellie 
Beadle, Clara Leach, and 
Tallena Lupinetti led the 
Oxford-Greene girls with 
a seventh place finish 
with a time of 2:10.49.

Clara Leach came in 
12th place in the 300 
meter dash with a time 
of 47.51 seconds as team-
mate Amani Amin fin-
ished 26th with a time of 
52.39 seconds. 

Tallena Lupinetti and 
Amani Amin both com-
peted in the 55 meter 
dash, where Lupinetti 
finished 28th with a time 
of 8.76 seconds with 
Amin in 33rd (9.02 sec-
onds). 

Ellie Beadle came in 
27th in the 600 meter 
run with a time of 
2:20.40.

Girls’ Fielding:
Clara Leach took sec-

ond in the girls’ triple 
jump with a jump of 31 
feet, nine and 3/4 inch-
es, behind Oneonta’s 
leading 33-11, as Tallena 
Lupinetti came in eighth 
place with a jump of 28 
feet, four and 3/4 inches. 

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR
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The Unadilla Valley Storm girls’ basketball team concluded its 2025-26 season 
against Deposit-Hancock on Tuesday night. Good season, UV and good luck to 
seniors Taylor Hitt, Kora Johnson, Myriah Taylor, and Yana Hyrlina. (Photo by Mor-
gan Golliver)

UV girls fall to D-H in fi nal game 
of the 2025-26 season

DEPOSIT— The 
Unadilla Valley Storm 
girls’ basketball team 
returned to Deposit 
High School on Tuesday 
for a MAC playoff game, 
where the game was 
played earlier than orig-

inally scheduled. UV fell 
41-33 to conclude the 
2025-26 season. 

Myriah Taylor led the 
Storm with nine points 
within the first three 
quarters. 

Kora Johnson added 
eight points as Allisyn 
Daniell had seven points. 

Shyla Roberts finished 

with six points as Avery 
Golliver chipped in three 
points in the second half. 

UV finishes the 2025-
26 season with a 3-16 
record and a 0-10 MAC 
league record. Good sea-
son, UV and good luck to 
seniors Taylor Hitt, Kora 
Johnson, Myriah Taylor, 
and Yana Hyrlina.

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR

UV boys fall to Sidney in fi nal home 
game of the 2025-26 season

NEW BERLIN— On 
Tuesday, the Unadilla 
Valley Storm boys’ bas-
ketball team hosted 
Sidney for a MAC league 
contest. Both teams bat-

tled but UV fell in its final 
home game of the season 
71-58. 

The Storm could not 
contain Sidney’s Grady 
Loeffler (23 points) and 
Ayden O’Connor (20 
points).

Denzel Peter led the 

Storm with 18 points as 
Preston York and Taylor 
Hodge both dropped in 
10 points.

UV (0-18) concludes 
its 2025-26 season this 
evening at Greene, with 
the tip-off scheduled for 
6 p.m. 

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR

UV bowling sweeps match vs 
Oxford/Greene

GREENE— The 
Unadilla Valley and 
Oxford/Greene bowling 
teams faced off at the 
Greene Bowlodrome on 
Friday afternoon. UV 
boys and girls won the 
match with the boys tak-
ing all three games and 
the series for a sweep 
and the girls taking two 
out of three and the 
series.

The Storm boys swept 
Oxford/Greene by a final 
score of 2597-2469.

Teagin Eccleston led 
UV with a 661 series 
with a 248 in his first 
game and a 214 in his 
final game. 

Landin Eccleston fol-
lowed with a 524 series 
with a 202 in his second 
game. 

Gavyn Bass rolled 
a 488 series as Zach 

Dutcher finished with 
a 472 and Brayden 
Prentice with a 452 
series. 

Logan Anderson led 
the Oxford-Greene boys 
with a 528 series with a 
197 in his second game. 

Orion Lamen added a 
505 series with a 172 in 
his first game and a 179 
in his second game. 

Aiden Carter rolled a 
500 series with a 184 
in his first game as Max 
Drazen finished with 
a 487 and Logan Roth 
with a 449 series. 

The Storm girls took 
all but the second game 
against Oxford/Greene 
and won the overall 
series with a final score 
of 2325-2269. UV rolled 
a 424 series or better. 

Kylie Menard led the 
Storm girls with a 495 
series with a 205 in her 
first game. 

Amelia Beckwith 

rolled a 488 series, lead-
ing the team with a high-
game of a 207 in her first 
game. 

Natalie Smith finished 
with a 461 as Sarina Bell 
had a 457 and Layla 
Stevens with a 424 
series.

The Oxford/Greene 
girls won the second 
game with a score of 
832-683.

Melana Gregware led 
all female bowlers with 
a 568 series, including a 
225 in her second game. 

Cassidy Johns fol-
lowed with a 449 series 
as Abby Roth had a 439 
series and Shynia Valmy 
rolled a 409 series. 
Haylee Erceg and Danica 
Fowlston split games 
with Erceg rolling a 165 
and a 111 for a 276 series 
and Fowlston finishing 
with a 128 game. 

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR

S-E boys snap skid with victory over 
Sauquoit Valley

SHERBURNE— The 
S h e r b u r n e - E a r l v i l l e 
Timberwolves boys’ bas-
ketball team snapped a 
four-game skid with a 
solid 57-42 win against 
Sauquoit Valley on 
Thursday night. It was 
S-E’s final 2025-26 reg-
ular season game, where 
their record currently 
stands at 7-13. 

Both teams had a good 
start until S-E dominat-

ed on both ends of the 
court, holding the Red 
Hawks to single-digits 
in the second and third 
quarters. S-E took a 
28-14 lead at halftime 
and never looked back, 
even when Sauquoit 
Valley tried to make 
a comeback with 20 
points in the final eight 
minutes. S-E stood their 
ground and held on to 
the victory. 

Bryce Bevilacqua led 
S-E with 12 points as 
Jordan Palmer added 11 

and Nolan Sigman with 
eight points. 

Tomek Jusianiec fin-
ished with six points as 
Steven Smith and Mike 
Behret both had five 
points. 

Austin Clark, Joey 
Tomsic, Kerrigen 
Buschor, Cam Mann, 
and Kyler Buschor all 
added buckets in the 
win. 

S-E (7-13) awaits their 
sectionals opponent, 
which will be announced 
on Wednesday.

S-E girls snap four-game skid in big win 
over Mount Markham

WEST WINFIELD— 
The Sherburne-Earlville 
Lady Timberwolves 
traveled to face Mount 
Markham in their final 
regular season game. 
S-E snapped a four-
game skid with a domi-
nant 60-29 victory. 

S-E finishes the 2025-

26 regular season with 
a 11-9 record, making 
great improvements this 
season. 

Peyton Darragh led 
the Timberwolves with 
18 points and eight 
rebounds while Morgan 
Mikalunas added 17 
points. Eighth grader 
Brynn Shaver finished 
with a career-best nine 
points as Kendall Hill 

had seven points and 
Cora Franklin with six 
points. 

Natalie Knickerbocker 
added three points in 
the win, where the S-E 
defense also forced 29 
turnovers and had 15 
steals. 

S-E (11-9) awaits its 
sectionals opponent, 
which will be announced 
next Wednesday. 

Afton girls top Madison

STOCKBRIDGE — 
The Afton Crimson 
Knights girls’ basketball 
team faced off against 
non-league opponent 
Madison on Thursday 

night. Both teams played 
at Stockbridge Valley 
High School. Afton 
defeated Madison 37-23 
on the road. 

Appalonia Bushaw 
led the Crimson Knights 
with 12 points and also 
had five steals. Rylee 

Rupakus added 11 points 
and five steals while 
Megan Racine led the 
team with 10 rebounds 
in the win.

Afton (8-11) hosts 
Deposit-Hancock this 
evening for a MAC play-
offs game at 5:30 p.m. 

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
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B-G bowl defeats Deposit

HANCOCK— The 
Bainbridge-Guil ford 
Bobcats bowling team 
traveled to the Fox 
Bowling Center in 
Hancock to face Deposit 
in the final regular sea-
son matchup. Both the 
boys and girls won their 
respective matches.

Tabitha Doyle led B-G 
to a 3-1 victory with a 
final score of 2133-1944. 
Doyle led the team with 
a 518 series with a high 
game of a 201. 

Sophie Gold rolled a 

499 series with a team-
high 234 game as Kelly 
Hubbard had a 407 
series. 

Kassidy Middleton, 
Bailey Donnelly, and 
Carleigh Henchey all 
split games. 

Middleton rolled a 159 
and a 101 to finish with a 
260 while Donnelly had 
a 101 and a 145 to finish 
with a 246 and Henchey 
with a 107 and a 96 for a 
203 series. 

The Bobcat boys swept 
Deposit 4-0 with a final 
score of 2583-2320.

Ryan Larsen led B-G 
with a 573 series, includ-

ing a high game of a 212.
Andrew Ireland rolled 

a 502 series with a high 
game of a 191. 

Camren Cuozzo fin-
ished with a 491 series as 
John Leizear rolled two 
games, including a 208 
and a 162 to finish with 
a 370. Ethan Beardslee 
also rolled a 208 and 
added a 147 to have a 
355 series.

Aayden Ireland fin-
ished with a 292 series 
with a game of a 157 and 
a 135.

B-G heads to the MAC 
tournament on Tuesday 
at Ripics.

BY MORGAN GOLLIVER
GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR
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Can you find the hidden words?  
Search carefully because some 
words are backward or diagonal.
WEATHER
QUEBEC
SEASON
SPRING
SWEET
WATER

SUGAR
MAPLE
GROVE
SYRUP
COLD
BUSH

TREE
BOIL
BOB
TAP
SAP
RED

    n early spring, maple trees 
produce a sweet, watery sap. The  
sap is made of about 98% water 
and 2% sugar. Maple syrup is  
made by boiling this  
sap until most of  
the water has been  
evaporated. As the  
water evaporates, the ratio  
of sugar increases. When the sugar 
content reaches about 67%, the 
concentrated liquid becomes maple 
syrup, one of the most popular 
sweeteners in the world.

This edition of Shortcuts is 
sponsored by Peter Pan-cake.

Nearly all of the world’s maple syrup  
is produced in eastern North America.
Quebec, Canada, is the largest 
producer of maple syrup in the  
world. They produce about two- 
thirds of the world’s supply.
Vermont produces about half of  
the United States’ maple syrup.

Maple syrup is classified 
according to its color. 
Lighter-colored syrups 
have a mild flavor, 
while darker syrups 
have a more distinct 
maple flavor. 
In general, colder 
weather produces 
lighter syrup, while 
warmer weather 
produces darker syrup.

Can you help this sugar maker tap the tree?

For more information: “The Maple Syrup Book” by Janet Eagleson and Rosemary Hasner (Boston Mills Press) or www.massmaple.org/about-maple-syrup/     Visit us at:  www.shortcutscomic.com      Distributed by Andrews McMeel for UFS, Inc.  © Jeff Harris 2026   2/16

The 
season for 
harvesting 

maple sap lasts 
for only about 

four to six weeks.

A mature 
maple tree 
yields about 
40 liters (10 
gal.) of sap 

per year.

Some maple 
trees are able 
to produce sap 
for as long as 

100 years.

How did the  
maple tree lose its 
first MMA match?

It tapped out.

What is the 
opposite of maple syrup?

Maple syr-down.

Did you hear 
about the maple tree love story?

It was sappy.

How 
soon should 
you plant a 
maple tree?

A-SAP.

There are more than 120 
different species of maple trees, but most maple 
syrup is made from just three — sugar maples, 

black maples and red maples. 

Sap harvesters gather 
only about 10% of a maple tree’s 
sap in order to not adversely affect 

the health of the tree.

A grove of maple 
trees tapped for sap is called 

a “sugar bush.”

A maple 
tree needs to be at least 30 
years old to be used for sap 

production.

It takes about 150 
liters (40 gal.) of sap to produce 4 liters 

(1 gal.) of syrup.

I deserve 
the best syrup in 

Neverland.

This cartoon 
is creating a sticky 

situation.
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New Berlin Library Corner
 New Berlin library invites public to shape its shelves

NEW BERLIN - In an 
effort to better serve the 
community and reflect 
readers’ evolving inter-
ests, the New Berlin 
Library invites residents 
to suggest books and 
other materials for pur-
chase.

This initiative allows 
community members to 
recommend titles they 
would like to see added 
to the library’s collection. 
From bestselling novels 
and nonfiction works to 
children’s books, and 
graphic novels, patrons 
have a direct voice in 
shaping what appears on 
library shelves.

“Our goal is to provide 
materials that inform, 
inspire, and enter-
tain.” explained director 
Michelle Priola. “Library 
staff stay on top of new 
best sellers and hot 
non-fiction topics but we 
are always open to sug-
gestions from the public. 
A lot of our suggestions 
come from parents seek-
ing items to further their 
children’s education but 
all suggestions will be 
considered.”

Suggestions can be 
submitted through the 
library’s Facebook page, 
emailing the director, or 
by filling out a request 
form at the front desk. 
Library staff will review 
each recommendation 
based on factors such 
as community demand, 
budget considerations, 
circulation potential, 
and availability. While 
not every request can 
be guaranteed, staff say 
every suggestion will be 
considered.

The library hopes the 
program will increase 
community engagement 
and ensure that readers 
of all ages find materials 
that match their inter-
ests. Library staff also 
noted that public input 
helps them stay current 
with trends and educa-
tional needs.

With this initiative, 
the New Berlin Library 
continues its mission of 
being not just a place for 
books, but a hub shaped 
by the voices of the com-
munity it serves.

A family art class 
will take place on 

Wednesday, February 25 
at 5 p.m. Member of the 
whole family are invited 
to construct and paint 
gnome paintbrush orna-
ments. Participants will 
paint a gnomes’ hat on 
the handle of the paint 
brush and the beard on 
the ferrule and bristles of 
the paintbrush.  Wooden 
hearts, felt, ribbon, 
snowflakes, jewels and 
flowers will be available 

to decorate the gnomes’ 
hats.  Please check out 
the New Berlin Library 
Facebook page and web-
site to more information. 
There will be step by 
step hands on instruc-
tions and help.  Children 
five and younger must 
be accompanied by an 
adult.  

This class is free, but 
registration is required 
to secure a spot. To 

register for the gnome 
paintbrush ornament 
class or any future class-
es please reach out to 
the New Berlin Library 
at 607.847.8564, stop 
into the library, or reach 
out through the library’s 
Facebook page.  

Some great new addi-
tions to the library 
include: In Her Defense 
by Philippa Malicka, It’s 
Not Her by Mary Kubica, 
His & Hers by Alice 
Feeney, Cross & Sampson 
(An Alex Cross & John 
Sampson Thriller) by 
James Patterson and 
Brian Sitts, I Survived 
The Great Chicago Fire, 
1944 (Graphic Novel) 
by Lauren Tarshis, I 
Survived The Battle of 
D-day, 1871 (Graphic 
Novel) by Lauren 
Tarshis, I Survived 
The Great Molasses 
Flood, 1919 (Graphic 
Novel) by Lauren 
Tarshis, I Survived The 
American revolution, 
1776 (Graphic Novel) 
by Lauren Tarshis, I 
Survived The California 
Wildfires, 2018 (Graphic 
Novel) by Lauren 

Tarshis, I Survived The 
Destruction of Pompeii, 
AD 79 (Graphic Novel) 
by Lauren Tarshis, I 
Survived The Japanese 
Tsunami, 2011 (Graphic 
Novel) by Lauren 
Tarshis,  What was the 
Industrial Revolution? 
(Who HQ) by Jim 
Gigliotti, and This is Not 
a Valentine by Carter 
Higgins.  

The New Berlin 
Library is located at 15 
South Main Street, New 
Berlin. 

The Library is 
open Monday and 
Wednesday 10AM-8PM; 
Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10AM-5PM; 
and Saturdays 10 a.m.-
noon. The web address 
is libraries.4cls.org/new-
berlin/. 

Please contact us at 
607-847-8564 or like and 
message our Facebook 
page New Berlin Library 
and Museum (https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
newberlinlibrary.new-
berlinny) with any ques-
tions.

- Information from the 
New Berlin Library


