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C H E N A N G O 
COUNTY– For 
Chenango County’s 
Village of Greene, his-
tory lies in its name. 
The village is named 
after Nathanael 
Greene, a gener-
al of the Continental 
Army in the American 
Revolutionary War, 
according to the 
Internet Archive, a 
non-profit library.

The county has a 
deep history, and The 
Chenango County 
Historical Society is 
well aware– Executive 
Director Jessica 
Moquin explained the 
importance of telling 
the county’s historical 
stories, as they have 
contributed to shaping 
the area’s culture and 
structure. 

“History is only as 
alive as we keep it,” 
she said. “And so we 
need the generations 
to remain cognizant of 
the people who came 
before us and really 
honor their work and 
what their legacy means 
to modern Chenango 
County heritage.”

Fifteen years 
after the conclu-
sion of the American 
Revolutionary War, in 
1798, Chenango County 
was established, 
according to a 2020 
report by the Historical 
Society of the New York 
Courts. 

But before the coun-
ty’s establishment, New 
York state obtained 
independence in 1777, 
the report said. A year 
earlier, on July 4, 1776, 

the Second Continental 
Congress of the United 
States announced the 
colonies’ separation 
from Great Britain, 
according to the Library 
of Congress.

Chenango County 
was part of Albany 
County, a large territory 
encompassing much of 
western New York state, 
until 1772, the soci-
ety’s report said. And 
prior to the creation of 
Albany County, an area 
called New Netherland, 
the first Dutch colo-
ny in North America, 
extended from Albany 
to Delaware until 1664, 
according to the New 
York State Library. 

The Dutch first came 
to New Netherland as 
traders in the 1600s, 
but once they found 
that the land was fer-
tile and plentiful, they 
started building settle-
ments, said Tammis 
Groft, curator of the 
Albany Institute of 
History and Art, to the 
National Geographic 

Society. Before the 
Dutch settled on the 
land, it belonged to 
Native Americans like 
the Oneida-Iroquois in 
the Chenango County 
area, according to the 
Historical Society of the 
New York Courts. 

For other parts of 
Chenango County, pre-
serving history relat-
ed to the revolution 
has laid in the hands 
of those honoring its 
importance, like the 
Chenango County 
Historical Society 
and Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
(DAR). 

Within the coun-
ty, there are over 200 
buried revolutionary 
war soldiers, and DAR 
made efforts to reclaim 
the graves of patriots 
who “settled and built 
up this county,” an arti-
cle published by The 
Chenango Telegraph 
said in 1933. The article 
included soldiers bur-
ied in at least 14 of the 
county’s territories. 

“Few of the present 
generation pause to 
delve into the archives 
of history and learn 
that the graves of more 
than 200 Revolutionary 
War soldiers are with-
in the boundaries of 
Chenango county,” the 
article said. 

According to an 
article published by 
the Chenango Union 
in 1975, and Moquin, 
there is not a confirmed 
complete list of those 
who served due to the 
large number of veter-
ans from the revolu-
tion. 

Moquin said these 
veterans helped devel-
op Chenango County 
and urged community 
members to continue to 
pass along their stories 
and roles.

“Our history is based 
on the people who came 
before us,” she said. 
“They gave their time, 
their service, some of 
them their lives, to be 
able to create this world 
that we live in today.”

I am 
“Proud to be 

an American”

We have you covered

Burt Matott, Jr. • Phone / Fax: 607-674-9281
84 North Main Street, Sherburne, NY 13460

M-F 10-5; Sat. 10-2; Sun. 9-1 (Dec.-March)
Email: sherburnesports@frontiernet.net

• Jackets • Helmets • Gloves 
• Plugs • Oil (including Amsoil®)  
• Parts & Accessories

ATV, Motorcycle (Dirt & Street) 

HEADQUARTERS
ATV

Tire Special

Only
$349

25x8x12 or 25x10x12. 
Four Tires

SHERBURNE SPORTS
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Chenango County’s founding, 
tracing its revolutionary roots

Community members stand at a dedication service near a plaque commemorating buried Rev-
olutionary War veterans at the Warn-Ten Broeck Cemetery in Brisben. (Photo by Paula VanTyle)

God bless America,
Tyler Murphy

Managing Editor
The Evening Sun

So what are America’s values? Why 
are you proud to be an American?

The United States of America is the 
most powerful and influential country 
on Earth. The never ending debate 
and constant disagreement on how to 
best use our unprecedented power is 
at the heart of modern American life.   

The fall of America will come when 
critics deny the good in their own 
country and when supporters fail to 
recognize the faults.

Founding Father Benjamin Franklin 
warned, “We must all hang together, 
or, most assuredly, we shall all hang 
separately.”

In 1776 fifty-six men signed a dec-
laration of independence on the basis 
of “life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness.”

From the moment ink bled on that 
historic page the battle to live up 
to those ideals began and has never 
stopped or truly been achieved.

In that struggle is the beauty of 
America.

Gaining freedom from the British 
Crown, the fall of slavery, the rise of 
universal suffrage, to the spreading 
of democracy across the world, our 
republic has pushed history in a more 
positive direction.

We are all Americans. Americans 
cherish personal freedoms, equality 
and hard work. We want to leave the 
world a better place than how we 
found it.

Please join us this Fourth of July 
as we celebrate the local community, 
the gifts of liberty and participative 
citizenship.
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Getting to know the Declaration of Independence
The Declaration of Independence is a formal 

document that served as the signatory colonies’ 
statement that they were now “free and indepen-
dent States.” It is a vital document in American 
history.

On July 1, 1776, delegates from the original 
13 colonies, making up the Second Continental 
Congress, met in Philadelphia to vote on Richard 
Henry Lee’s motion for independence. After some 
deliberation, ultimately 12 of the 13 delegates 
voted in favor. In recognition of those 12 dele-
gates, here are 12 facts regarding the Declaration 
of Independence.
1. The drafted document was offi  cially adopted 

on July 4, 1776, two days after freedom from 
Britain was approved. However, most delegates 
signed the document on August 2, 1776, while 
others signed on a later date. John Dickinson 
and Robert R. Livingston never signed the 
Declaration of Independence.

2. John Dunlap was the offi  cial printer of Congress 
at the time. He worked all night and into the 
morning of July 5 to produce the large, sin-
gle-sided sheet, known as a broadside. About 
200 copies of Dunlap’s broadside were made. 

3. The University of Virginia owns two copies of 
a rare early printing of the Declaration. It is on 
display in the Albert and Shirley Small Special 
Collections Library. It is believed the copy once 
belonged to George Washington.

4. Benjamin Franklin, George Read, Roger 
Sherman, Robert Morris, George Clymer, and 
James Wilson signed both the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitution.

5. The Declaration of Independence and the 

Constitution were hidden at Fort Knox during 
World War II, two weeks after Pearl Harbor 
was attacked. 

6. Despite what the movie “National Treasure” 
will have one believe, the message on the back 
of the document is visible and reads “Original 
Declaration of Independence dated 4th July 
1776.”

7. Richard Stockton, a lawyer from New Jersey, 
was a signer of the Declaration who later recant-
ed his support of the American revolution. 
He subsequently swore his allegiance to King 
George III after being captured by the British.

8. In 1989, an original Dunlap Broadside was 
found hidden behind a picture a Philadelphia 
man bought at a fl ea market for $4. It later sold 
for $8.1 million. Ultimately, 26 copies of the 
original prints have been found.

9. The United States celebrates Independence 
Day on July 4th, even though independence 
was accepted on July 2nd.

10. Early on, not everyone in America was sup-
portive of the Declaration of Independence. 
Partisan politics led to discord. Federalist John 
Adams was feuding with Republicans and 
Thomas Jeff erson. The anniversary date of 
the signing was not widely celebrated until the 
Federalists were no longer involved in politics.

11. The one-year anniversary of Independence 
Day and the celebration of the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence slipped the minds 
of Congress in 1777. When they remembered it 
was July 3rd, they planned a last-minute cele-
bration on July 4th, and each year thereafter.

12. John Trumbull’s painting “Declaration of 
Independence,” which was made into a litho-
graph replica by Ralph Trembly, hangs in the 
Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol. It is a fi ctional 
depiction of the fi ve-man drafting committee 
presenting their draft to Congress, and not the 
signing. The painting shows 42 of the 56 sign-
ees, since Trumbull couldn’t get likenesses of 
all involved. The men featured in the painting 
were never all in the room at the same time 
during the Declaration’s debate and signing. 
The Declaration of Independence is a key docu-

ment in American history, and its words are cele-
brated each Independence Day.  

Location:
5012 State Highway 12, Norwich. Near the halfway house 
bridge in the former Midway Auto building, with larger parking 
area for easy in & out.

NOW SPONSORING BOTTLE 
& CAN DRIVES Call Us For Details

WE DO LARGE 
PICK UPS TOO!
CALL TODAY

Phone: 607-316-0408

RIVERSIDE
REDEMPTION
CENTER

NO
LIMIT
ON 

ORDERS

Please separate GLASS from PLASTIC & CANS
Thank You

12 Park St.
Norwich

334-3292

10% discount 
all the time!

40 Plus Years of Selling
Wire Nuts to Wire Nuts!

OXFORD MOTORS LLC

www.oxfordmotorsllc.com • At the light in Downtown Oxford

Pre-Owned Vehicles
Complete Mechanical Service
Complete Auto Collision Service

Annie’s 
Thrift Shop

Something for
EVERYONE with FAMILY 

FRIENDLY PRICING 

Like us on Facebook & Instagram
607-244-3771

OPEN Monday – Saturday • 9 am – 5 pm
5311 NY-12 Norwich 2 miles south of Norwich

We Support 

50 Shades of 

Perr-fect!
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In Congress, July 4, 1776
Th e unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they 

should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to 
effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; 
and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce 
them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such 
has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The 
history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be 

obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation 

in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose 

of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have 

returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions 
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass 
others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts 

of pretended Legislation:
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries 

so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circum-

stances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends 

and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose 

known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeat-

ed injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 

unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native 
justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt 
our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, 
which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for 
the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United 
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power 
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And 
for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor.

Georgia
Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton
 
North Carolina
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn
 
South Carolina
Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton

 Massachusetts
John Hancock

Maryland
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
 
Virginia
George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.

Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton
 
Pennsylvania
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross
Delaware
Caesar Rodney

George Read
Thomas McKean
 
New York
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris
 
New Jersey
Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark

New Hampshire
Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple
 
Massachusetts
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry
 
Rhode Island
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery
 

Connecticut
Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
 
New Hampshire
Matthew Thornton



PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN6 JULY 4, 2023

By Kelli Miller
Sun Staff Writer

The annual fireworks 
festivities known as 
“Fireworks Over the 
Fairgrounds,” will be 
held on Independence 
Day, July 4. Gates open 
at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Norwich fairgrounds.

M i l l e n n i a 
Entertainment Event 
Coordinator Terry 
Potter said, “This years 
firework event include 
tractor pulls, food and 
craft vendors, and 
Nashville recording 
artist, Jason Michael 
Carrol will perform.”

Gates will open at 
3:30 and music by 
Sundown starts at 4 
p.m. Tractor pulls have 
expanded this year as 
we’ve added truck pulls 
to this years entertain-
ment and will start at 
6 p.m. 

Potter said, 
“Nashville recording 
artist Jason Michael 
Carroll will perform 
many of his number 
one hits and will be 
on stage at 8 p.m. He 
came here about ten 
years ago and due to 

the reception of his pre-
vious show, we want-
ed to bring him back, 
so the timing was good 
and fit his schedule and 
it worked out this year. 
He has committed to 
coming up here for our 
event.”

Carroll’s signing 
career started in 2004 
when he joined a local 
country band and not 
long after entering a 
FOX competition and 
winning, he was mak-
ing opening act appear-
ances for such estab-
lished country artists 
as Brad Paisley, Neal 
McCoy, and others.

His experiences led 

him to release his debut 
studio album in 2007 
and in 2009, he had a 
hit single “Where I’m 
From”.

Tickets for the full 
day are free for chil-
dren seven years old 
and under (Courtesy of 
Matthews Ford) or $15 
for children over seven 
and adults if purchased 
by June 30. 

Advance purchas-
es are available now 
at Norwich Copies 
Plus on East Main 
Street in Norwich or at 
eventbrite.com.  After 
June 30, Tickets will go 
up to $20. 

“The price includes 

the gate fee, parking 
fees, tractor pulls, the 
music, and then the 
fireworks display,” 
Potter explained. 

Fireworks Over 
the Fairgrounds is 
made possible by 
local event planning 
company Millennia 
Entertainment, who 
donates their ser-
vices to put together 
a beloved community 
event, as well as several 
local sponsors. 

Potter said, “We want 
to thank all of the gen-
erous sponsors that 
have stepped forward 
to make this possible 
for the community.” 

“This is something 
that we like to do for 
the community,” said 
Potter. “It’s become an 
annual event that we 
want to keep the tradi-
tion going, and hope-
fully it becomes a des-
tination for people out-
side of the area as well 
as the local community, 
and it becomes a nice 
event for all.” 

The fairgrounds 
parking lot fills quickly 
and off street parking 
will be available.

UPSTATE TOOLUPSTATE TOOL
& EQUIPMENT  LLC& EQUIPMENT  LLC

5368 State Highway 12, Norwich, NY  13815

607-244-0252
upstatequalityrental@icloud.com

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30, Sat. 7:30-noon, Closed Sun.

Welder & Cutting Equipment
Heaters- All Sizes
Forced Air Multi-fuel Heater  
175,000 BTU Residential & 
Commercial

Power Tools
1/2” Hammer Drill 28V
Demo Saw
Power Broom
Air Jack Hammer
Electric Jack Hammer (w/bits)
Paint Sprayer

Power Equipment
Generator
Pressure Washer
10” Tile Saw
2” Sump Pump
Appliance Hand Truck
Post Hole Drill 
Walk Behind Brush Hog
Log Splitter
Walk Behind Tiller
Trencher Earth Saw
Floor Sander

See Us for All Your Rental Needs!

• Skid Steers
• Backhoes
• Attachments
• Dozers
• Excavators
• Rollers 
• Loaders
• Lifts
• Telehandler
• Off Road 

Trucks
• Trailers
• Golf Carts
• Side by Sides

WE RENT TO
HOMEOWNERS 

& CONTRACTORS

Rentals by 
the Day, 
Week or 
Month

We are now an 
AMSOIL DEALER,
also Selling Truck 

Accessories &
Plows/Parts

FRIDAY,
JULY 7th

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Food  Truck - Music & Mustangs

976 State Hwy. 12, Greene, NY

607-656-8219

2023

Fireworks over the Fairgrounds in 
Norwich on July 4

Nashville country singer Jason Michael Carroll will be perform-
ing at the Fireworks over the Fairgrounds at 8 p.m. His albums 
include “Waitin’ in the Country’ and ‘Growing Up Is Getting 
Old’, which featured his hit single ‘Where I’m From’.

 Sherburne celebrates 4th 
of July with fi reworks

By Kelli Miller
Sun Staff Writer

SHERBURNE  —  
Fireworks will begin at 
dusk at the Sherburne-
Earlville High School, 
located at 13 School 
Street.

The celebration 
includes fireworks, 
music by The Bruce 
Beadle Band, and food 
by The Sherburne 
Rotary to include hot 
dogs, hamburgers, 
french fries, homemade 
pie, and ice cream.

Sherburne Rotary 
Club President Elect 
Dee Weaver said,  
“This is the Rotary’s 
third year sponsor-
ing the event and the 
fireworks event has 
been in Sherburne for 
many great years spon-

sored by the American 
Legion, the Lions Club, 
and other great com-
munity groups.”

The Bruce Beadle 
Band has been per-
forming for many years 
across the US, play-
ing with various other 
musicians. Bruce is 
passionate about R&B, 
Blues, and Oldies. He 
has performed in many 
different venues since 
the tender age of 13.

Over the years 
Beadle has worked with 
Chubby Checker, Gary 
Lewis and the Playboys, 
Shirley Ellis, Jay and 
the Americans, and 
many more.

Free Gilligan’s ice 
cream cone tickets will 
be give out to the first 
100 people to arrive.
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The “Hometown Heroes” program will honor 
local veterans with banners displayed in downtown 
Norwich. A number of local communities are recog-
nizing their local veterans with similar programs. 
The 30-inch by seven-foot banners in Norwich will 
feature current or former service members both living 
and deceased. Director of Veteran Services Joe Coe 
explained,”So it’s an interest within those communi-
ties to represent and distinguish those veterans in the 
community. So here we are with that. I look forward 
to this for many years to come.” (Images provided by 
the Hometown Heroes committee)

N O R W I C H  H O M E T O W N  H E R O E SN O R W I C H  H O M E T O W N  H E R O E S
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N O R W I C H  H O M E T O W N  H E R O E SN O R W I C H  H O M E T O W N  H E R O E S

6254 County Road 32, Norwich, NY 13815
PHONE (607) 334-3633
www.reesemarshall.com •�email: info@reesemarshall.com

UNITED WE STAND!
Happy Birthday America!

REESE-
MARSHALL
HEATING & COOLING
FUEL OIL • GASOLINE • PROPANE   
HEATING EQUIPMENT

• 24 HR. SERVICE
• BUDGET PLANS
• SERVICE CONTRACTS
• AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
• DIESEL FUEL
• FREE ESTIMATES

PROPANE HOOKUPS WITHIN 
24 HRS IN MOST CASES
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NORWICH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
5876 County Rd. 32- East River Road, Norwich

607-334-4378
www.norwichope.com

8:00–5:00 Monday-Friday and 8:00-12:00 on Saturday

N O R W I C H  H O M E T O W N  H E R O E SN O R W I C H  H O M E T O W N  H E R O E S

With deep appreciation for all who 
have served our country from the 

news team at The Evening Sun

Tyler Murphy
Managing Editor

Sarah Genter
Staff Writer

Kelli Miller
Staff Writer

Morgan Golliver
Sports Editor

Cindy Tiley
Newsroom Coordinator

Chenango County’s  
Hometown Daily Newspaper Since 1891

29 Lackawanna Ave., Norwich, NY 13815
news@evesun.com

GE Aerospace & Unison
would like to recognize their veterans!

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SERVICE

imagination at work
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3919 St. Hwy 23, West Oneonta, NY 13861
Phone (607) 432-6633 • 800-421-2867 

Reinhardthomeheating.com

We 
recommend 
and install 
Mitsubishi

and Heil cooling 
units.

When it gets hot, having high efficiency 
central cooling in your home can make
all the difference. 
Don’t let the dog days of
summer get you down,
we have the
experience to help 
you choose the best
system for
your home.

Sun. noon to close; Monday-Saturday 11:00 to close

1 Main Street, 
Oxford
607-843-5255

•12 Big Screen 
Televisions!

• Daily Special
• Thursday:

Wings Night,
4 pm to 10 pm

• Friday: Steak & 
Seafood Specials
4 pm to 10 pm

• Local Draft Beers
• Try a Flight

of Drafts

For The Best In Sports 
Entertainment!

Proud to
be part of 

Norwich since 
1975

Welcome To Nina’s!
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

Italian & American 
Lunch And Dinner 

Specials Daily

A Taste of Italy... 
But in America

PIZZERIA & 
RESTAURANT
32 South Broad St., Norwich 
607-334-6278
Open 7 Days a Week
www.ninaspizzeria.biz

32 South Broad St., Norwich
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

$100 OFF
Any Purchase

Original coupons 
only. No copies 
accepted. One coupon 
per customer. Minimum 
purchase of $10.00. 
Expires 12/31/23

COUPON

1 1

Home of the

GIANT

Serving Lunch, Dinner
& Late Night
Offering a Wide Variety Such As:
• Burgers • Wraps
• Sandwiches • Wings
• Salads • Chili
Just to Name a Few

Kids Menu Available
Expanded Seating for Your Comfort

• Appetizers like 
Nachos and 
Loaded Fries

For The Best In Italian Food
• Pizza • Subs • Calzones • Pepperoni Rolls 
• Antipastos • Specialty Pizza • Beer & Wine

Dinners
Choose from the Best Selection of Italian 
Dinners, cooked the old-fashioned way.

Did you know? 
July 4th is a day when Americans celebrate their independence, but 

it’s also a day to commemorate two men who played vital roles in pro-
curing that independence. Both John Adams, the second President of 
the United States, and his successor Thomas Jefferson passed away 
on July 4, 1826. 

The two men had an interesting relationship that became increas-
ingly complex as the nation they helped to found developed. According 
to History.com, Adams and Jefferson were confidantes in the 1780s. 
But as time wore on, each man developed a different view of what the 
United States government should be, creating a rift in their relation-
ship that was only widened by the 1800 presidential election. 

The men ran against each other in that election, which is still con-
sidered one of the more contentious elections in American history. 
Jefferson ultimately claimed victory, a result so unnerving to Adams 
that he left Washington, D.C. prior to Jefferson’s inauguration. 

John Adams, a staunch supporter of American independence and a 
representative for Boston at the First Continental Congress, felt that, 
after America gained independence from Great Britain, July 2nd was 
the correct date on which to celebrate American Independence Day. 

July 2nd was when the vote for independence took place. July 4, 
1776 was when the Declaration of Independence was officially signed. 

Thereafter, Adams would reportedly decline invitations to appear 
at July 4th events in protest. 

The two men would ultimately reconcile, exchanging more than 150 
letters before dying within hours of one another on Independence 
Day in 1826, which marked the 50th anniversary of the adoption of 
the Declaration of Independence. 



PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN12 JULY 4, 2023

JULY 6TH - 9TH

Gate Admission $5
Ages 3 & Under Free

GRANDSTAND:
Adults $10

Ages 8 & Under  FREE

www.madisoncountyfairny.com

JULY 6TH-9TH
2023

THURSDAY, JULY 6th
Brookfield Speedway:

Hot Laps at 6 pm
Racing at 7 pm

FRIDAY, JULY 7th
Gas & Diesel

Truck Pulls 7 pm

SATURDAY, JULY 8th
Demolition Derby 5 pm

SUNDAY, JULY 9th
Tractor Pulls 9:30 am

3 FREE EXCITING DAILY SHOWS
Buffalo Barfield & Un-Herd of Entertainment

Records and Burpee - Traveling Children’s Zoo
Hot Dog Pig Races - F&F Production

58 Main St., Sidney 13838 • 607-563-3233
Open: Mon.-Thurs. 10-7:30; Fri.-Sat. 10-9; Sun. 12-4

www.ccliquidassets.com

Proud to Serve You...
Stop by when you’re in town!
•Great selection of affordable wines
•Your favorite spirits
•Top shelf liquors

And so 
much more!

Dusty’s Dairy Bar Rte. 12 North, Norwich

 607-336-6364

WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE YOU!

WEEKEND BREAKFAST 

Check out our 

Facebook page for

Weekly Specials

Ice Cream Window Open Daily at Noon!
Indoor Ice Cream Parlor with Kids Games

7 am - 1 pm • Thurs.- Sun.
French Toast, Pancakes,
Omelets, Bagels & more

• Soft & Hard Ice Cream • Sundaes
• Slush Puppies • Shakes • Flurries 

Corner of East Main Street and East River Road, Norwich

HOURS: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. 9-5; Wed. 9-7

Make Sure You 
Can Enjoy the View.

 Grave of Revolutionary War hero 
rests in Sherburne

By Tyler Murphy 
Sun Managing Editor

SHERBURNE – 
According to the his-
torical records writ-
ten in a book called 
“Revolutionary War 
Veterans of Chenango 
County, New York,” 
by Norwich resident 
Nelson B. Tiffany, 
one of the most 
famous heroes of the 
American Rebellion in 
the region was Colonel 
William S. Smith of the 
Continental Army. 

Smith married Abigail 
Adams, the daughter of 
the United States’ sec-
ond President, John 
Adams. Buried at 
West Hill Cemetery in 
Sherburne.

His grave monu-
ment reads, “Here lies 
the Mortal remains 
of Col. Wm. S. Smith 
who died at Lebanon 
June 10, 1816, Aged 
59 years. In the war 

of Independence He 
fought in Twenty two 
Battles. Served as Aide 
to Genl. Washington 
Who always Held him 
in Affectionate Esteem. 
In Memory of Abigail 
Adams The Wife of 
Col. Wm. S. Smith And 
Only Daughter of John 
Adams The Second 
president Of the United 
States.” 

For his efforts in the 
war, Smith was able to 
purchase 150,000 acres 
in the Chenango and 
Madison county area. 
Later this land was 
divided into four sepa-
rate townships. Two in 
Chenango are now the 
Towns of Smyrna and 
Sherburne. 

His wife unfortunate-
ly died in Albany from 
typhus while he was 
building them a home 
in the region and due to 
the lack of technology to 
transport the remains, 
she was buried near 

the capital. Her chil-
dren were later buried 
with her. Three years 
later, Col. Smith passed 
on and was buried in 
a sunny spot on West 
Hill. Although there 
has been talk of unit-
ing the couple and their 
children with the fallen 
hero in Sherburne, to 
this day they lie apart. 

A countless num-
ber of graves scattered 
throughout the county 
are covered with the fad-
ing etchings that bare 
the phrases, “Solider of 
the Rebellion,” Soldier 
of the Revolution” and 
“Fought in the War 
for Independence.” 
However the ultimate 
monument to their 
achievement and sacri-
fice is the preservation 
of their ideals by the 
most powerful nation 
ever to exist, the United 
States of America.

The grave at West Hill Cemetery in Sherburne reads, “Here lies the Mortal remains of 
Col. Wm. S. Smith who died at Lebanon June 10, 1816, Aged 59 years. In the war of 
Independence He fought in Twenty two Battles. Served as Aide to Genl. Washington 
Who always Held him in Aff ectionate Esteem. In Memory of Abigail Adams The Wife 
of Col. Wm. S. Smith And Only Daughter of John Adams The Second president Of the 
United States.” (Photo by Tyler Murphy)



PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN 13 JULY 4, 2023

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
People taking care of people!

BARTLE’S
PHARMACY INC.

“ON THE PARK” • 10 LAFAYETTE PARK, OXFORD
PHONE 607-843-2841

in Business

50
Years

Celebrating

2022
1963

+

Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 8 pm; Sat. 8 am to 6 pm; Sun. 8 am to 1 pm
We Double Manufacturer’s Coupons. 

See Pharmacy For Details

CHECK US OUT 
ON FACEBOOK

Bartle’s Pharmacy Health Mart Sale Circular http://pennysaveronline.com/promos/Bartles/ad.pdf or at bartlespharmacy.com

bartlespharmacy.com

Ask our Pharmacist about Flu, Pneumonia and Shingles Shots available now!

Family Owned & Operated 
for Over 50 Years!

Now in our 2nd generation

Check Us Out For The Best Selection
Of Hunting And Fishing Needs In The 
Central NY Area!

• Licenses • Live Bait • Guns & Ammo
• Fishing Supplies • Lures
• Bows • Crossbows
• Archery Supplies
• Camping Supplies

& Accessories
• Trapping Supplies 
• Reloading Supplies
• Gun Powder
Firearms and Ammunition Arrive Daily!

We have it all for the 
GREAT OUTDOORS!

Gift Cards

Largest 
Selection of 
Hand Guns & 
Long Guns in 

the Area!
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Independence Day is a celebration of the United 
States of America. The holiday is marked by fan-
fare and large parties, complete with barbecues, 
fireworks and parades. 

As fun as July 4th festivities typically are, inju-
ries, particularly those involving fireworks, are a 
concern that celebrants should not take lightly. 
An estimated 11,000 people visited the emergen-
cy room for fireworks-related injuries in 2016, 
according to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. However, fireworks aren’t the only 
danger this time of year. In order to remain safe, 
individuals can heed these tips.

• Do not drink and drive. Alcohol consumption 
may accompany Independence Day festivities. 
For those planning on using a car to get to and 
from parties, it is essential to designate a driver 
who will not imbibe. Otherwise, utilize any num-
ber of ridesharing services or available taxis.

• Swim smartly. Always swim with a buddy, 
and consider hiring a lifeguard if you’ll be hosting 
a pool party and cannot keep a watchful eye on 
guests in the pool. Adults also should not swim 
intoxicated, as it can impede the ability to stay 
afloat and may lead to risky behaviors.

• Leave fireworks to the professionals. Watch a 
public fireworks display instead of lighting fire-
works on the street or in the backyard.

• Exercise caution with sparklers. Kids running 
around with sparklers in hand could be a recipe 
for disaster, as sparklers burn extremely hot. 
Make sure children do not wave them around or 
others can get burned. Keep a bucket of water 
handy to properly extinguish the sparklers.

• Review safe boating practices. If July 4th fes-
tivities find you out on the water, be sure that life 
jackets are worn and set boating and water safety 

rules for the family.
• Check in with a vet. The Fourth of July can be 

traumatic for pets not accustomed to fireworks 
and other loud noises or crowds. Behavior thera-
py, medication and ensuring that pets do not run 
away from home and get lost may be necessary.

• Watch food temperatures. Do not leave food 
out in the hot sun for too long; otherwise, harmful 
bacteria can grow and potentially cause foodborne 
illnesses. The USDA Food Safety and Inspection 
Service says to never leave food out of refrigera-
tion for more than two hours. If the temperature 
is above 90 F, food should not be left out for more 
than one hour.

These are some of the safety strategies that can 
keep Independence Day celebrations both safe 
and enjoyable. 

Enjoy a safe and happy Independence Day 

As fun as July 4th festivities typically are, injuries, par-
ticularly those involving fi reworks, are a concern that 
celebrants should not take lightly.

Sparkler safety for kids and 
adults

When using sparklers, heed the following 
safety tips from the National Council on 
Fireworks Safety.
• Ensure that sparklers are legal where you 

live prior to purchase. 
• Sparklers are best handled by people ages 

12 and older. Children younger than 12 
require extreme supervision.

• Everyone handling sparklers should wear 
closed-toe shoes, and not fl ip-fl ops or san-
dals, to protect their feet from sparks.

• Wear eye protection, such as safety goggles.
• Leather gloves or those lined with Kevlar 

can help protect hands against burns.
• Each person should have his or her own 

sparkler stick. Only light one at a time.
• Maintain a distance of six feet from one 

another while sparklers are blazing.
• Even though it can seem festive to wave a 

sparkler or make circles through the air, 
doing so increases the risk for injury.

• Remain in an upright position when hold-
ing a lit sparkler.

• Tossing or throwing the sparkler is extreme-
ly hazardous.

• Do not use sparklers (or other fi reworks) 
while under the infl uence of alcohol.

• Sparkler sticks can remain hot long after 
the fl ame is extinguished. Keep a bucket of 
water nearby and dump some water on the 
sparkler after use.
More sparkler and firework safety informa-

tion is available through the National Council 
on Fireworks Safety at www. fireworksafety.
com.  

Plumbing & Heating Specialists
Gilbert Plumbing and Heating has been providing quality 
plumbing and heating services for over 30 years.
We offer full heating equipment service including new 
installations, repairs and service contracts. 
We provide commercial and residential services for any 
heating or plumbing system installation and repairs.

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
PO Box 96, Gilbertsville, NY 13776 607-783-2289

www.gilbertph.com

Gilbert Plumbing and Heating...
Quality without Compromise!

Contact us for details or for an estimate.

House built by William Rexford in 1857

Celebrating America 
the Beautiful!

R.J. Fahy Funeral Home
116 North Broad St. • Norwich, NY

607-334-8833
David Beardsley, Manager

Michael C. Wright, Funeral Director

Website: chenangofair.com • Email: chenangocofair@outlook.com
Fair Office: 607-334-9198

AUGUST 9th-13th, 2023
Mark Your Calendars!

• Demo Derby
• Rides & Games
• Music
• Harness Racing
• Horse Shows
• Tractor Pulls
• Conservation
• 4-H Exhibits
• Agricultural Exhibits
• Flower Exhibits/Chenango Garden Clubs 

Great Value, 
Great Attractions, 

Something for 
Everyone! 

176th Annual
CHENANGO COUNTY

FAIR



PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN 15 JULY 4, 2023



PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN16 JULY 4, 2023

OMAX
Water Jet

P.O. Box 539, 8085 State Hwy. 12,
Sherburne, NY 13460


